Deeislon No.

EEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

L

In the Matter of the Application of
the LOS ANGEIES RAIILMAY CORPORATION
for an in lieu cexrtificate for its
motor coach lines.

Nineteenth Supplemental
Application No. 19179

In the Matter of the Application of
the L0S ANGELES RAILWAY CORPORATION
for authority to abandon a portion of
its "A™ street car line in the City
o Los Angeles.

Application No. 21717.

In the Matter of the Application of
the LOS ANGELES RAILWAY CORPORATION
for authority to discontinue service
on a portion of its "G" (Griffith
Avenue) streot car linme in the City
of Los Angelese.

Application No. 21728.
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S. M. Baskins, General Counsel, by Woodward
M. Tayloxr, Gemeral Attormey, for Applicant.

Rey L. Chesebro, City Attornmey, for Clty of
Los Angeles, interested pariy.

Na.thé.n Ross, a protestant in re the "G" line.

Leon H. Washizngton, representing the Zos Angoles
Seatinel, a protestant in re the mG" lime.

Porter J. Wooton, a Protestant inm re the "GW line.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

The above entitled matters deal with proposed changes
of operation on o3 Angeles Rallwey Corporationts local trans-
portetion systexm in the City of Ioe Angeles. Public beering vas
conducted on these applications before Examiner Hunter at oz
Angeles on Fedbruary 4tk, 1938. Iz view of the fact that the sub~-
lect matter ol these applications has been presented to the 3oard
ot ?ut:lic Utilities and Transportation of the City of Los Angeles
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and action thereon, in e number of instances, 1z set forth in e
single document, applicant asks that tkhe three metters de con-
sidered on the consolldated recoi‘d, with the thought that each one
car be declded upon that portion of the record which relates to
the respective appliicatiorn.

Some of the interested parties, in conxnection with Ap-~
plication No. 21728, expressed their desire that that application
be decided Independently o2 the other two. It was the order of
the presiding exeminer that applicent would meke Iits showing upon
the jo.‘..nﬁ record but that eack application would bBe declded upon
its nerits, as indicated in this record.

In Application No. 21717 los Angeles Rallway Corporetion
seeks authority to abandon the north leg of its so-callad A"
street car line located between Temple Street and Eill Street on
the south and Sunset and Beaudry on the nocth, a distance of
approximately one nile.

In Application No. 19179, 19tk Supplemental, a cortifi-
cate i3 sought to operate a motor coach line along the same route
as thet for which authority is sought to discortinue rail operc-—
tions in Application No. 21737.

In Application No. 21728 authority is sought to discon~
tinue rall operation on that portion oI applicant's ™G" line to
the north of Twelfth Street and Stanford Avenue.

APPLICATION NO. 21717,

The record shows (Txhibit No. S5), that the Board of Pub-
11¢ Ttilities and Trensportation of tie City of Loz Angeles hes
given its consent to the abandomment of rall opei:at.‘..on on this

line. Txhidbit No. 13 sets forth the result of an on and off check,

takern on this line om May 17tk, 1937, whick shows that, during this
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ope~Gay check, 748 people boarded the cars be;ween Sunset and
Beaudxry on the zorth and Callifornis and Hill Streets on ﬁhe squth
and thet, In the reverse direction, 979 perzons alighted from the
cars during this check. The record shows that there is a plan to
Improve Figuerca Street as an Ixportant highway artery in the City
of Los Angeles. The line herein souéht to be abandoned follows
Figueroa Street from Boston Street to Alpine Street, & distance

oL about 1000 feet. TUnder the new highway plan, the grade of
Figuerosa Street 1z to be lowered and widened elong this section of
highway, which will mecessitate the redullding of the car linme if
it 1= to remain.

Exhibit Noe. 14 shows that a considerable portion of the
line sought to be abandomed is now in need of reconstruction. It
is estim=ted that to reconstruct that portion of the YAY line
sought to be abandoned would involve an expenditure of $45,800.

The record shows that there 1s an urgent demand for the
elimination or the rebullding o thls rall lime along Figueroa
Street, in order that the highway Iimprovement may proceeld. No
oppocition developed to the granting of this application and it
appears that the application should de granted, particularly in
view of the fact that applicant proposes to operate a substitute
bus line along this route on a trial basis (Applicatior No. 19179,
19th Supplemental), to determine whether or not sufficient dusi~
ness can be develéped to Justify itz continwed operation.

APPLICATION NO, 18179, 19th SUPPLEMENTAL.

In this application aut?§§ity is sought %o operate a
motor coach line on a trial basis serving the szme district eas

(1) WEEREZFORE, applicent prays that the Railroad Commission of the
. State of California iszsue its supplemental order, pursuvant to
this application, amending its seld Decision No. 27032 Dy add=
ing therzeto authoerity to applicant to place in effect and operw
ate, for a trisl periliod of six months, a motor coach sexvice
over the route hereinabove descrided.
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thet mow served by the portion of the “A™ line sought to be aban~
doned in Application No. 21717. The record shows (Zxhidit No. 5),
thet the City of Los Angeles, through its Board of Public Utilitles
axd Trensportatioz, hes-giver its consent to this motor coach oper-
ation. No oppositior developed to the granting of this application
and it appears thet the request is reasonedle and should be gramted.

APPLICATION NO, 21728.

The so-called "G" line operates between its southerly
torminus at McEXinley and Vernon Avenues ard its northerly termimus
at Spring and A.lpine' Streets, a dlstance of 4.795 nmiles. In this
épplication aﬁthority 1s sought %o adandon thet poxtion of this line
£0 the north of the intersection of Twelfth Street and Stenford
Avenue and operate the portion of the line to the south of this in-
tersection as & ‘shuttle service, a distance of 2,21 miles. TUnder
this plan of operation, the "G™ line will connect with the ccmpary's
wB" line at Twelft: Street and Stanford Avenue, whick will involve
a’ transfer between the two lines for th&:ough passengers.

Exhibit No. 10 shows the resulis of an on and off check
taken op the "G" line between the hours of 6:00 A.M. avd 7:00 P.M.
on Welnesday, 'Jﬁ.ne 9th, 1937. This ckeck shows that 2,391 passer~-
gers boarded the northbound cars along -the entire route and 2,189
boarded the cars in a southbound direction. TForty-sever per cent
of the northbound passengers on said line bourdel on MeKinley
Avenue and Griffith Averue south of Twelfth Street, which indi-
¢cates that 53 pe:.- ce::zt of the nor!:l:bound passengers will in no way
be inconvenienced by 'the discontinuvance or °e-v1ce on the ™G" line,
as proposeld herein.

With rezpect to the southbound passengers on the 7G" line,
53 per cext alighted from the cars between Twelfth St*eet and
Stanford Avenue and the soutkherly texrminus of the line.
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Exhbit No. 9 shows the results of operation on the "GV .
ling for the years 1934 to 1937, inclusive, to The effect that the
Iine Res been operated at an out-cl-pocket loss during this period
of tinme, as Iindicated on the following tadbulation which is teken |
from this exkibit:

PASSENGER REVENUE ~ OPERATING EXPENSES ~ NET PASSENGER REVENUE
937, 1936, 1935, 1954

1937 1936 1935 1934

Revenue $59,352.12 $59,420.92 $51,340.98 $42,688.64

Total Operating : : '
Expenses 66,562.13 67,610,05 66,139.06 60,135.22

Reverue lLess Operat-
i{ng Bxpenses D7,210.01 DS,189.13 D14,798.08 D17,446.58

Taxes 3,419.31 3,127.84 2,507.32 2,435.84

Revenue Less Operat-
Ing Expenses & Tax-
es 030,629.32 D11,318.97 D17,305.40 D19,880.42

D=indlcates deficlt.
It nay be observed rom. this todulation that the operat-

ire results of this line have showt an improvement during this
time. Witness for applicant, however, testiflied that the seme
results obtained for the remainder of the system in practically
the same proportiorns. Xe. also called attertion to the fact that
little improvement was showz for the yeer 1937, as compared to
1936. The record shows that on the Los Angeles Rﬁiiway rall sys-
tem, as & whole, an average of S.5 passengers are carried pexr cer
mile of operation, whereas the average mmmber of passengers car-
ried per car mile oz the "G" line Is approximately S$.8. It was
admitted, however, tﬁét cazs operated on the "G"™ line are small,
known ae the Birmey car, with a seating capacit& of thirty-two
passengers, as comparel to the cars operating on the remainder of

the system, having an average seating capecity of abdbout fifty.
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The recoxrd shows that, with respect To that portion of
the "G" line over which authority is sought to discontinue oper=
gtion, The company now operates one or more otker car lines along
this route, to the effect that the ™3™ car line Is operated along
that portiorn of the "G" line located on Twelfth Street and the
WB,® “F" and "O" car iines are operated on that portion of the
nGw l;né located on.Ehin.Street, which constitutes 54 per cent of
the line sought to be abandoned. In additlior to this service,
local service is also provi&ed on Main Street, detweern Ninth and
Firsi Streets, by lines of Pacific Electric Railway Compeany.

Witk respect to the remainder of the "G" line to the
south of Twelfth Street and Stanford Avenue, where it is proposed
to provide shuttlie service, the record shows that this lipe is
Peralleled dy the so~-called ™S™ line of Los Arngeles Reilwny to-ihe
west on San Pedro Street, wiﬁhin a distance of approximately one-
quarter nile, and that applicant's "U" line operates along Central
Avenve which, for the major portioxn, is less than one-—quarter mile
to the east.

Tt is applicant®s contexntion thet its proposed change on
the "G line will not eliminate pudlic transportetion to the d&is-
trict affected and that the inconvenience which might be caﬁsed by
the necessity of & transfer at Twelfth Street and Stanford Avenue
between the "G" and "B lines is Justified by the material operat-—
ing savings that will result frox this change, partlicularly Iin
view of the fact That the district traversed dy the "G™ line %o
the south of Twelfth Street and Stanford Avenmue is sér&ed by
persllel lines on either sids.

The rocord shows, by Txhibits Nos. 5-and 7, that the
Board of Public Utilitiss and Transportation of the City of Loa

Angeles has given its consent to the proposed plan of oporation
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of the "G" line, provided applicant operates a motor coach 1lims
on Washinéton Boulevard. With respect to a bus operation along
Washington Boulevard, 1t should be pointoed ouz‘that such a line
would offer transportation to only that part of the area now
served by the "G line in the vicinity of the intersection of
Griffith Aveaue and Washington Boulevard, where the two lines
intersect, as the "G" car lime runs nort: and south and ﬁhshing—

ton Boulevard runs east and wess.

Four Interested parties testified in opposition to the

proposed plan of terminating the "G line at TwelSth Streot and
Stanford Aveaue, which will reqnife‘a transfer by through passen—
. g8TS to the company's "B" line at that point. It was their con~
‘ention that whatovér saﬁings night accrue to applicant from the
ebandonment 6: the northerly poxtion of the "G™ line would be
Bore than offset by additlional service which would have %o e
provided on the "Bv line to accommodate these trausfer passengers.
It 13 also the confention of theso intereated parties that the re-
moval oX gervice on the "G™ line will tond to decrease properity
values in the district served and thet, instead of abazdoning
service, as proposed, Loz Angeles Railway Corporation should extend
the line southerly from Verzon Avenus. |
It 1s clear from this record, however, that should pa-
trons desire not to make this ¥transfer at Twelfth Street and Stan-
Tord Avemue, they can be afforded through service by walking to
elther the perallel ™S™ or "U™ lines referred to adove, wifg'a
maximum walking distance o2 1500 feet. It appears to the Commlis-~
sion that thlis 13 no?t ar unreasonadble walking distance, under pro-
valling conditions. Other than the above, no opposition developed
and e careful review of the recoxd leads to the conclusion that

tThis application should dbe grunted.




Loa Angeles Reilway Corporation is herebj placed upon

notice that "operative rights™ do not constitute a class of pPro-
perty which should be capitalized or used as an elemext of value

in determining reasonable rates. Aside fronm their pg:ely por-
missive aspect, they extend to the h.oide: a full or partial mono-
Poly o a c¢lass of business over a particular route. 13 monopoly
feature may be changed or destroyed at any time by the State, which
is not 1z eny respect limited as to the mumber of rights which may
be gliven.

ORDER

The Railroad Commission of tke State of Californls Here-
by Declares that pudlic convenience and necessity require the estad-
listment by Los Angeles Railway Corporation, for a trial period of
six Imonths, of motor coach service for the trazsportation of pess~

engers in the City of Loz Angeles, seld line to be known as the

Temple=Bsaudry Line, the description of the route being as fol-

lows:

From the intersection o2 Sunset Boulevard and
Beaudry Avenue, theace via Beaudry Avenue, Alpine
Streot, Figueroa Street, Boston Street, Bunker H1ll
Avenue, Callfornia Street, Hill Street, Temple
Street, Grand Aveaue, Californie Streot, Bunkex
E{ll Avenue, Boston Street, Figueroa Street, Alpine
Street, Centennial Street, and Sunset Boulevard %o
Baeaudry Avenuas,

to be considered as part of the in lieu cextiflcate granted dy this
Comnission’s Decision No. 27052, dated May l4th, 1934, on Applica~ -
tion No. 19179.

| IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that & certificate of p'ublic con=-
venience e.ﬁd. necessity therefor de and the same Is hereby granted

to Los Angeles Rellway Corporation.




IT IS EEREBY FURTEER ORDERED that:
I. Los Angeles Railway Corporation iz hereby authorizeld

to abandoz rail service and remove i1ts Yracks and appurtenances oz

the noxth leg of itz sowcalled TA™ line over the followlng route

in the City of Los Angeles:

Commencing at the intersectlion of Hil) snd Temple

Street, thence over Eill Street to California Street,
Bunker H1ll Avenue, Boston Street, Figueros Street,
Alpine Street and Beaundry Aveaue to Sunset Boulevard.

II. XLos Angeles Ralilway Corporation is hereby authorized

to abandon passenger service on that porvion of its "G™ line from

its northerly termimus at Spring and Alpine Streots to the inter-

section of Twelfth Street and Stanford Avenus.

(1)

This entire Order is sudject to the following conditions:

Ap§licant shall afford the pudblic at least Live
(S) days' notice of the abdbandomments authorized
in Sections I ané II above, by posting notices

on all cars operating on the lines Involved.

Service on the north leg of the "A™ line shall
not dbe discontinued until service shall have Ddeen
cormenced on the subhstitute motor coach line as
authorized herein.

Applicant shall file a writton acceptﬁnce 0% %he
cextificate herein granted within a periocd of
not to exceed Lifteen (15) days from the date
hereol. S

Applicant shall commence the sexvice kerein
authorized within a period of not to exceed thirtly
{30) days from the effective date hereof end shall
£ila, in triplicate, and concurrently make ellect~—
ive, 02 not less than five (5) days' notice to the
Commission and the pudblic, a teariff or tariffs con-
sructed in sccordance with the requirements of the
Commission's General Orders and containing rates
and rules which, in volume and effect, shall bdo
{éentical with the rates and rules shown In the
application, 4n so far as they conform %o the cer=-
titicate hereir graanted, or rates and rules satis-
factory to the Railroad Commission.

Applicant shall file, in duplicate, and make effect-
ive within a period of not to exceed thirty (30)
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days after the effective date of thiz Order, ox not

leoss than five (S) days' notice o the Reilroald Come
nission amd the public, time schedules covering the

service bereln euthorized, in a form satisfactory o
the Rallxroad Commission.

At the end of the trial period of six months, if 1t
iz fouad that patronage on the Temple-Beaudry Motor
Coach Line 1z Insufrficient to warrant its cintinu-
ance, applicant 1s hereby authorized to discontinue
the service upon written notice to the Commission.
Applicant shall also afford the pudlic at least

five (S) days' motice of its intention to abandon

the line by posting notices in all motor ¢oeches opor—
ating on said line.

The rights and privileges herein authorized mey not

be discontinued, sold, leased, transferred or assigned,
unless the written conseat of the Relilroad Commission
to such discontinuance, sale, lease, t»ansfer or
assigameat has L£irst Dbeen odtained.

No vehicle may de operated by applicant hereizn, unless

such vehlcle 13 owneld dy said applicant or is leased

by applicant under a contract or agreement on a dbazis

satisfactory to the Railroad Cormissiox.

The authority herein granted shell become effective on the
date hereorf.

/
Dated at San Francisco, California, this /4=~ day o*

February, 1938.

Cormissioners.




