Decizion No. 3

'BEFORE TEE RATLROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALTFORNTA

In the Metter of the Applicetion of

George Conlin, doing business es :
Columbia Water System, for an in- Applicatior No. 21470
erecse in rates and for suthorization \

+0 install meters.

Rowan Hardin, for Applicant.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

In this proceeding George Conlin, doing dusiness o3
Columbia Weter System s=nd operatving & public uxility Serving
wator in the Town of Columbia, Tuclumme County, requests an
ircreese in rates end authority to install meteis.

A public hearing in this matter wes neld before
. Exeminer C. C. Srovm et Columdbia.

The water supply is obtained from six springs in
Yetelot Gulch and two springs at Baclgelupi Ranche 4 supple~
mental supply‘is elso obtained during the summér season'by‘pur-
chase from Pacific Gag cnd Electric Company. The weter is COl=
lected in a concrete znd brick resexvolir lécated on & hill in
Columbia and delivered to seventy consumers through epproxi-
mately 15,000 foet of distridution mains renging from oné-hal:‘
incﬁ to six inches in diambte:.

This gpplidétion was filed primerily Zor suthorily <0

inStall meters in order 1w prevent the excessive waspe and care-




~lessness {n the use of weter. The aversge combined output br_the

'gprings in normel years 4is about six minexr's Inches deily during
the summer Season. Eowéver, 2ll service being entirely under

Tlat rates, it wes founc impossidvle vo control the waste of water
on the pexrt or’certain consumers,.it Yeing nécessary'senerallylto
purchese en edditional six minerts inches each summer an& fall to
augment the local zupply. This water was‘charged for by the.
Pacific Gas and Zlectric Company under its reguler ret&ilvschedule
and made an excessive drein upon the finmanclel resourcés o this
smell wtility. Tr sédition to this, the plant and oquipment had
been allowed to fall into & most sexrious state,dr disreﬁair, 8z &
result of which conﬁinual complaints of inadequaté anéd interfupted
service, &3 well as coatemination of the water, were constantl& |
filed ﬁith this Cormission to the end that & few years ego & pi&nC
of general rehabilitation wes ordered to be undertaken which would
eliminste, in SO far &g reasonedly possidle, & great number of
theso sources of complaint. In order to make the necessary improve-
ments, & considerable sum Of money was expended by tke owner, in-
cluding *the installation or metefs and e chloriﬁdtins plant. Az 2
result of the oxpenditures snd the increased cost of operation -
mede necessary for the purpose Of providing the consumers with a
better class of service, applicant now requests en increase in.
water raves so +hat e may be in a position fo meet his maintenance
eﬁpenses. No .complaint was presented et the héaringfby'any of the
consﬁmefs present against the grenting of & reagsonaeble increase in
rates for this utility; The preosent retes now cherged are &s fol-

lows:




FLAT RATES

Rate for domestic uvse in residences in
town 0f Columbif—e—mmmcrreccnecccncccsmmeeeeem=e$ 1, 50 pOT month

For sprinkling and irrigation per ares
irrigated June lst each year tiroughout
irrigation season and until rains,
where water used for such purpose,
minimum charge fOr USCme-w~merec~cmcem—=- emmmmmmew 1,50 pe* mon‘ch

=000~

Ascording t0 the evidence the totel estimated hiszoricul
¢cost of the present system is thirteen uhousand eigh* hundred andé
eighty dollers ($13,880) witk a corresponding replacement amnuity

estimated %0 be threc hrundred four dollexrs (5304}, based upon the

sinking fund method at 5 per cent. The revenues for tae yeexr 1937

smounted to ome thousand two hundred and forty-five dollers ($l}2¢§‘
the revenues for the months of Lovember end December being 83% imated.
The books and records of the compeny &re incomnlete as &
result of ceveral chanaes in ownership of this weter system during
the past ten yeers. Tke data availedle es to the actual coét of
meintenance and operation were of little value. waevgr, rroﬁ the
estimony presented by the Commission's engineer, it aﬁpears‘that
under the past methods of operction thc annual expeonses have been
in the nelghtorhood of nine hundred seventy- Live dol-larc ( 975),
including »urchased weter. rom the evi dence it appeara th&t,
- while the cost oF reading meters, repairs aﬂd billin° will edld
considerably to the expenses, yet the saving in water re ulting
*rom the use of meters chould elso copsidersbly reduce the neceesity
of purchbasing as muck weter during the future suwmmer montae a}lhas
 beer recuired iz the past. The followling schedule of rates should

- give & reathable inerensed revenue to the uxili s under existins




circumstences without plecing & substential burdezn wpon any oI the
water users. A flet rate will also be established for emergencies

and temporary purposes éhould the occecion thereflor arise.

Applicetion having been filed with this Coﬁmission as en-
titled above, & Dublic heering heving beez Leld thereon, the matter
heving been submitted end the Commission being now fully advised in
the premises, ‘ |

Tt is hereby found es a fect thet the rates dow charged

by George Conlin, doing business uader the £irm name end style of
| Columbis Water System, for water supplied to his consumers in the
Town of Columbdisa, Tuoluzze County, ere unjust emd u;reasohaﬁle in

30 far 2s they differ from the rates herein established and that

the rates herein established aré'just ané reasonable raves Lo be

charged for the service rondered, and
Besing Lts Order upon the foiegoing ficding of fact and'l-
upon the further statements of fact conteized in the Opiniom which
piecedes this Order, | |
IT IS FERESY ORDERED thet George Conlin, doing business
wder the Tirm neme and style of Columbis Water System, b6 and he
1s hereby autborized to file with the RailroadACOmmission, within
thirty (30} days from the date of this Order, the Tollowing schedule
of rates %0 be cherged Lor a;l'water delivered %0 his copsumers oOn

and after the 4.5ﬂ4 day of ;25&¢43<;4(f ’ 1938:

FLAT RATES

Rate for domestic residentisl use, per month ——— ~51.75

vor cprinkling end irrigation of lewns, garéezns and
sarubbery from June 13t esch yeer throughout irri- .
gation seeson, minimum cherge per NOBLAw—mmr e mmmm mmm == 1, 75




METER RATES

Mbnthly Vinimum Charres:

Meters to arnd including 5/8-inch x 3/4=ineh meters--—--—---ql. 5
- For 3/4-inch metoers— - - 2.25
For = leinch mete...a--—----------------?--—-------,--— -------- - 3.00
Por lz-inch metersSe—-cacceee=- e ———— - -———————————— wm== 5,
For 2-inch mevterse—

Zach of the foregoing "Monthly Minimum Cherges”
will entitle the consumer t0 the quentity of
weter wkich that minimum will purchuse &t the
following Monthly Quaniity Retes:

Monthly Quentity Rates:

Tor 600 cubic feet Or leSSem—mu—emcmerwmcem—ee= cmrmmnmam=t], 75
Next 1,400 cubic feet, per 100 cubic
Next 3,000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic
Next 5,000 cubie feet, per 100 cubdic
Over 10,000 cubic feet, per 100 cublce

~000=-

For all other purposes, tae errective,date of this Order
shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereol.

Deted 2t Sen Frencisco, Californla, this /5"' day or
Tebruary, 1938.

; 747
/ .
g f 0
L e AL

- Cormissioners.




