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Decision No .. 

BEFOP.z T".dZ ?.l..IIaO;.,D CO'Ml'flRSION OF T"'cz STATE OF CJ.I,IFO~-u. 

In the Matter of the Application ot 
SANT; .. MARIA GAS CO'.iPJ.Jfr:{, e. corpo-
ration, tor a Certificate of Public 
COIlvenience and Necessity, 'Wlder 
Seetion 50 of the Puolic Utilities 
Act, to~ ~uthority to Exercise the 
Franchise acctuired. trotl the County 
ot San Luis Obispo, by Ordinance 
No. ,9. 

) I @$U@DffiAl 
) Application No. 21?49 
) 
) 
) 
j 

-----------------------------) 
R.. E. E.ASTON, FOR .A?PLIC .. U~ 

BY TEE CO~crsSION: 

O?INION ... - ......... - .... ~ 
Santa Maria Gas, Comp~ ~equests a certiticate of public 

convenience and necessitj under SectiO: ,O(b) 01" the Pu~lie Utili-

ties Act authorizins the exercise 01" tbe rigntc and privileges 

under a fifty-year gas tranchise gra:lte1d, to it 'by Ordinance No. 39 

01" the Board of Supervisors of ' the County or San Luis Obispo, 

ado~ted on January G, 19~6, a co~y o~ which i~ at~ached as EX-
hibitr irA" to the application. 

?u'blic hee.riJ::g was held 'before zre,m1ner C., C'. Brown a.t 

San Luis Obispo, California, on ~~iarch 2, 19.38. No one protested 

the granting or the application. 
It u,pears trom the reoord that tor ~ years last past, 

applicant or its predecessors in interest, have been rendering gas 
service in the County of Sen Luis Obispo and hav.e used the public 

highways therein under elld pursuant to e fifty-year gas tranchize 

granted to R. E. Easton by an unnum.bered. ordinance ot the :Board or 
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Su~ervizo~s ot the County o~ San Lui= Obizpo ado~ted on Ausuzt 9, 
1911; that said t'ranchi:::e con~ins a clause providing that the 

vlOrk 0-: 1e.ying l'i~es thereunder =hould be completed ·111 thin three 

years after the effective date or said franchise. 

A,plicant alleges that such provision raises a leSal 

q,uestionas to 'whether al'l'licant is entitled to continue to lay 

:pipelines under said tro.nchise after the e~iration or said 
initial three-year period, and that tor this reason applicant 

secured the new f'=anchise first a'bove c.escribed. 

l~l'plica:l:t. novi renders gas service in a portion ot the 

Co~ty of' San Luis Obispo but is not rendering such service in 

the entire county. No othe:- t=.tility is at present rendoriDS ee.s 
service within the cou:o.ty .. 

Applica:t has sti~ulcted that it, its successors or 
, ," 

assigns, will never claim betore the ?..e.ilroa.d Comission or o.ny 

court or public body any value tor said franchise in excess ot 

the actual cost thc~cot, which. is :s'ive BU!ldred Tllirty-su: ~d. 

~8/l00 Dollars ($536.38), includ~e the Fitty Dollar (~50.00) 

tee tor the tiling ot the ~resent a~~lication. 

It should be noted that this is an aDplication under 
Section 50(b) of the Public Utilitiec Act tor a certificate ot 

public convenience and necessity to exercise rizhts eranted by 

a tranchize which covers the entire county. A,plicant does not 

O ... 'Io. .... O .. .e-hO .. t ~ . ..., '" .... .,..ole counf'."tl". n "if serve \;....... ....0-.... ~........ .1... w.; 

term of fifty years. The com=ission cannot foretell tuture con-

ditions nor make a findinG n~x that ~ublic co~venience and ne-

ccssity require the e:~ercise of silch franchise in its entirety. 

Ea~ever, the exercise of such rights should be authorized as to 

torri tory naJI served by c.pplica:.t c.nd as to e:;:tensionz made in. 
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the no~l course ot bus~ess as co~templeted by Section 50(a) 

of the Public Utilities Act. 

ORDZR -----
IT IS FOUND :~ A ZACT that public convenience and 

necessity req,ui:-e, ana. Srulta 1:aric. Gas COI:ll'a:J.Y is hereby granted. 

a certiticate to exercise the rights ~d privileges granted to 

it by Ordinance No. 39 o~ the County of San Luis Obis~o, as to 

the terri tory nOVf 'bei:ce served by it e.::ld as to exte:osions to its 

existiDe system made in the normal course ot 'busiaess us con-

templated by Section 50(a) ot the Public Utilities Act. 

This Or~er zhall be effective ~ediately. 

Dated.', San Francisco, Cali1·o::nia, J!~~, -,-~, .19;iS., 

ssioners. 


