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BEFQRE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THS STATE OF CALIFORNIA 4f%2?

In the Matter of Application of SOUTEERN PACIFIC )

GOLDEN CATE FERRIES, ILID., for authority to aban- )

don or to suapend tho operation of 4tz San )
Prancisco=Berkeley Ferry Line, unless in the ) Application
opinion of the Comxiszion public interest is ) No. 21297
better subserved by the continuation for the ) :
time being of the curtaliled service now in effect.)

E. J. FOULDS, for Southern Poacific Golden Gate Ferries, Ltd.
LIOYD W. DINKELSPIEL, foxr California Toll Bridge Authority.
FRED C. EUTCHINSON, by JOEN D. PEILLIPS.

Y TEE COMMISSION:

This proceeding deals with %he application of Soutkern
Pacific Golden Gate Perries, Lté., for a further extension of time
for the suspension of service on ifs San Francizco-Berkeley auto-
moblle fer>y line.

A public heexring waz held in this matter before Examinexr
Hunter at San Francisco lisrch 4, 1938.

Uncer date of June 24, 1937, Southerm Pacific Golden Gate
Ferrles, Ltd., applied to thkis Commission £or authority to asbandon
or vo suspond the operation of 1ts San Francisco-Berkelcey ferry
1ine unless, Iin the opinion of the Commfission, public Interest was

to be better served by continuation of the curtalled ferry cervice

(1)

thon in effocte.

(1) More specifically the applicant prayed taat the Commission make
and enter an albternative order citiher (1) authorizing applleant to
shandon 1ts Berkeley forry line, or (2) authorizing applicant to
suspend the operation of its Bexrkeley Lorry line subject to the
furthor ordex of the Commission; unless, In the opinion of the
Comniccion, the pubdblic interest is belfler subierved by the con-
tizued operation, for the time belng, of zaid Berkeley forry
line on Lts present cuxrtalled scheduls.

=3~




In 1ts Declision No. 29999 this Commission expressed the
opinion that the contipued operstion of the San Francisco-Berkoley
service could only e meintalined wita o subastantial financial Los=s
to the company and would cast a serious buxrdern on the operation of
the San Froncisco-Ocklend PLer and San Francisco-Sausalito routes.
At the same time, however, the Commission recognized the prudence of
reserving final decision as to whether or not it was in public
Interost t¢ permanently abaxdon this line uwnbtil such time az the
lxmodiate fuvure operating conditions and various public requirements
wero botter kmown. The Comisziorn, therelore, concluded that this
service should be suspended L£or a perZod of six months, and thet
upon the termination of thic perliod 1t would, by spproprriate supple~
mental procecdings upon the applicatiorn of Southern Pacific Golden
Gate Forries, Ltd., order tze sald San Francisco-Berkeley cservice
further suspended for an additional period, totslly ahandored,or
resuned.

The perlod of suspensioz oxpired Fedruary 15, 1938. TUnder
date of February 4, 1938, request was made by Southern Pacific Goldon
Gate Ferries, Ltd., that the Commission authorize the continued susze

pension of the service for a furither period of cix months cormencing

February 16, 1938. Inasmuck az the questlion of the restoration c¢f

the Berkeley service Ls one of consicderadble public importance, and
in vwhich 2 muxber of partles may Ve Interested, the application
2 further suspensior was 36t for public hearing Marck 4, 1938,
to provide for zuch hearing and determination, the time for the
suspensior of service was extended to Maxrck 31, 1938.
Represontatives of the Southern Pacific Golden Gate Ferries,
Ltd., in the heaxring ol March 4%th, stated that, ir viow of the wn-

certainty of other operations of the company it seemed desirable to
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continue thisz matter in sfaltuc cuo, or, in other words, continmuc the
suspension of the sexvice. O tho other hand, if suck an extenzion
of time 1s not granted the company takes no position 2s to whether
the service should be resumed or abandoned, but prefors to leave
the matter to the Commission’s Ciscretion. A view was expressed
by a witness ol the company tzat service could not be profitadly
operated under prevalling conditlions.

A resolution passed by The CLity Council of Berkeley was

(2)

Introduced as ExhiIbit No. 146, ° whick urges that applicant’s request

Tor a further extonsion of time be denied and that thic carrier be

roculred to recume the sexvice at once or abandon the line. The
City's witness eoxpressed the view that inasrmuch a3 applicant had
been graxted a reasonadble and sufficilent trial period to determine
whether or not it desired to resume service, and that inasmﬁch as
the plexr facilities which will revert to the Citj of EBerkeley upon
the abandonment of operations were wadergoing detorloration with the
passage of time, lack of use, and restricted maintenance during such
period of suspenszion, the City of Berkeley was Justified in opposing
applicant's reguest for further extension of time, which could nov
reasonably be justiried. The City Council of Berkeley took no posi-
tion as to wkhether public intereat required the gbanlonment or recump-
tion of sexvice.

A Tepresentative of the Califormia Toll Bridge Authoxrity
took the position that the suspension of the service on this »oute
was tantoxount to 8 discontinuence of operation within the meaning
of 1aw(3) which provides %that once such a service is discontinued,

1t cennot legally be resumed.

(2) ResolutiZon No. 22476 N.S., dated Marck 1, 1958.

(3) Sec. 12, CalifornZa Toll Bridge Autkority Act, Statutes 1631,
D. 916, Amended by Chapter 10, Stetutes 1933 and Sectlon 12z,
enacted by Chapter 228, Statutes 1935.
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in the firct ordor on vthis application, the Commission
announced In Decislion No. 29999, dated August 9, 1937, that upon
the termination of the six montlas! suspension poriod, 4t would,
by appropriate scupplexental order, finally determine what dilc-
»ositiorn zhould e made of the original application.(é)

The record aupports the conclusion that the resumption
of sexrvice on the Berkeley route cannot be accomplisned without
substantial losses to the company. Nelther applicant nor any
otaer Interested party presented any evidence urging the recuxp~
tLion of zervice on thisc line. On the other hand, all the Testimony
points %o the lack of public necescity for the resumption of this
service. It appears that a further continmuation of the period for

suspension will not only sexrve no good purpose for the parvies in

thiz proceeding, or othexr vortions of the genexral public, dut,

on the other hand, may work some injury upor the City of Berkeley.
A full and careful conslderation of the facts szad ¢cir-
cunstences of recoxrd leads to the concluslon that applicantic
supplemental reguest for a further continuance of tae suspencion
£ this sexvice shouvld bYe denied and cutnhority should be granted
to abandon operations on the San ?rancisco-Borkcley Lorry lire ac

applied for In the original apvlication.

(4} The prayer of this applicant reals 235 followz:

"WEEREFORE, applicant asks that the Commiszsion make and
oenter its order, either:
(1) Authorizing applicant to abandon I1ts Berkeley
Lerry line; or

(2) Autaorizing applicant to suspend the operatlon of
4Ltz Berkeley ferry line subject to the further oxrder
£ the Commiscsion; unlesc, in the opinion of fLhe
Commission, the pudblic interest ls vetter subserved
oy the contimued operation foxr the time being of
s3aid Zerkeley ferry line on 4its presont curtaliled
schedule.” :




9RDE

A public kearing having been held in the above=entitled
application and 2ll matters having Deen duly submitted,

IT IS EERZEBY ORDERZD that the application of Southerm
Pacific Colden Gate Ferrles, Ltd., foé further suspenslion of the
sexvice between San Francisco and Berkeley 43 denied.

7 ISNHEREBY TURTZER ORDEZED that the request of
Southorn Pacific Golden Gote Ferrises, Ltd., to sbandon operations
on Ltz San Prancisco-Zerkeley lineo, az prayed for 4z the original
aprlication, i1s granted, together with authority to remove or dis-
pose of torminal faclillities and approackes therecto.

IT IS IEREZSY FURDIER ORDZRED that Southern Paclirfic
Golden Gote Ferries, Ltd., Ls directed to cancel forthwith all
ratos, rules, rogulations and time cchedules Lor the trancporta-
tion of freight and pocsengers on its San Francisco-Berlkeley line.

The offective date of tkhis order chall be the dato horcorl.

Dated at San Francisco, Californiz, this AR/ - day

of larch, 1938.

T omissioners




