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Decision }To. .') i; 0;' V'.: . • --------
BEFORE TEE ~IL..~OAD CO~crSSION OF T".dE STATE OF 

In the Y~tter or App11c4t10n 0: SOUTEERN PACIPIC 
GOLDEN CATE FERP.IES, LZD., for authority to aban­
don or to ~u~pond tho oper~tion 0: it~ San 
Pr~~cisco-Berkeley Pe~ Line, unless in the 
op1nion or tho Com:1$~ion public 1Dtore~t is 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

bettor subserved by the co~t1Duation for the ) 
time boing or the ~~a11od service now 10 effect.) 

Appl ica.t ion 
Uo. 21297 

E. J. FOULDS, ~or Southern ?acitiC Golden G~tc Ferries, Ltd. 

LtOYD V{. DD.'!lCEI.S?!EL, tor Ca.l1!or:oi3. Toll B:-1d.ge Authori~. 

FRED c. Kl1TCEINSON, by JOHN D. PHILL!?S. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

O?IN'ION - ........... -- ..... --~ 
T.bis procee~1ng deals with the application 0: Soutbern 

!or the su~poDzion ot service on its San ?rancizco-Eerkele7 nuto-

mobile ~e~ line. 

A public he~1ng was held 1n this 

Hunter at San Francisco V~ch 4, 1938. 

Under date o~ June 24, 1937, Southe~ P3.c1t1c Golden Gate 

?err1es, Ltd., applied to this Commission to:- authority to ab~don 

or to sus~end the operation or its San ~anciseo-Berkelcy terry 

line unless, 10 the opinion o~ tAe Commission, public 1nterest was 

to be cetter ~erved by continuation or the curt~11~d ~erry service 

then in e!~oct.(l) 

(1) More speci!1cal1y the a~~11cant prayed tbat t~e Co~ssio: ~e 
and enter ~ alternative order o1t~cr (1) author1z1ng app11c3nt to 
~o~don its Berkeley rerry line, or (2) nuthor1z1ng applicant to 
suspend the operation o~ its Berkeley terry l~o 3ubject to tbe 
further order o~ the Co=m1ssion; unless, ~ the opinion ot tbe 
Co~~sion~ the public interest is better sub~erved by tbe co.o­
tinned operation, tor the t~e being, or said Berkeley terry 
110e on its present eu.~ailed ~chedule. 

-l~ 



• 

In 1t~ ~c1sion No. 29999 tb13 Comm1~z1o~ oxpro3sed the 

opinion that the cont~ued operat1o~ of the San Francisco-Berkoley 

service could. only be :ntl1nta1ned vritll a. e'Ub~t3:lti8.l financia.l 1083 

to the eomp~y aDd would cast a ser10U3 burden on the operation ot 
the San Frnnc1sco-Oakland Pier and San Franc15co-S~3a11to routeo. 

At the same time, however, the Co~ss1on recognizod the prudence ot 
reserving tinal decision as to whether or not it was in public 

interost to peI"tlrulently abe.:odon t:b.1s line u:c.t11 ~uch time a.z the 

~od1~te £U:ure oporat~g conditions and various public requ1re~n~s 

wero 'better knovm. ~e COmmi$zion, there~ore, concluded that thi3 

service should. oe zuoponded tor a. per~od or 3~ months, and tbAt 

upon the ter.cinat1o~ or this period it would, by appropriate .zupple­

:ental procec~gs upon the app11c~t10n or Southern Pacitic Golden 

Gate Ferries, Ltd., order the said San Pranc1sco-Eerkeley service 

ru.~her sU3pended tor an additional period, totally a.'band~or 

resu:r.ed. 

'r.o.e period ot suspensio:::: oxpired Peor"J.al";Y 15, 1938. Under 

date o! Pcbruary ~, 1938, reqaest was ~~e by Souther.n Paci~ie Goldon 

Gate Perr1es l Ltd., that the Co~ss1on authorize the continUed ~u~­

pens~on of the se~v1ee for a !U:ther p~r10d or c1x montbz co==enci~g 

Fobruary 16, 1938. 

the Berkeley se~v~ce 13 one ot considerable public 1=po~ance, aDd 

one in which a ~er ot partie: :&j be ~terested, the app11cation 

tor a rurtb.er suzpens10: wac set tor puo11c ~earing ~~ch ~, 1938, 

and to prov1~e tor such he~ing ~d deterc1nat10D, the t~o tor the 

suspension ot service wa.s extended. to liia.:-ch Sol, 1938. 

Represontatives or the Sout~ern ?ac1f1c Golde~ Gate ?err!es, 

Ltd., 1n the hea:1ng ot March. ~th, :tated that, ~ viow of the 'tm-

certa1nty ot other operations of t~c co~~yit soe:cd des1r~ble to 

-2-



• 
eont~ue th1z ~tte~ 1n stat~ quo, or~ 1: othe~ words, continue the 

ouspension of tho :e~ico. On the other ~d, 1~ such an exten~ion 

of time is not gr~ted the company takes no po~1tio: ~= to whethe~ 

the service shoul~ be res~ed or abandoned, but pre~or~ to lenve 

the matter to the Comoission's discretion. A view wa5 expre3sod 

by ~ w1tn~ss o~ the co~any tent se~ice coul~ not be profitably 

operated ucder prevailing conditions. 

A re$ol~tion passed by the City Coune~l or'Sorkele7 was 

introduced as ~Jlib1t No. l46~2) which urges that applicaDt's request 

tor s !u-~her extension of t~e be deniod ~d tbnt thi= carrier bo 

re~1red to reoume the se~1ce at once or abnodon the liDo. ~ 

City's witness o7.pressed t~o view tr~t ~smuch as applicant had 

been granted a reasonable and sufficient trial period to determine 

whether or not it desired to resu:e $e~1ce, and that ~as~eh ~s 

the pier facilities w~ch will revert to tho City of Be~kelOY u~on 

the abandonment of operations were ~de~going detorioration with the 

passage of time, lack or use, and re3tr~ctcd ma1nten~ee during such 

period or suspenSion, the C1tj ot Be~keley ~az just1r1ed in Oppo3~g 

applicant's request tor further e~tens1on o! time, which could not 

~easoDao1y be just1tied. The City Councilor Berkeley took no po=1-

tion ac to whe~her public intereot re~ired the soandon=ent or resump-

tieD of service. 

A repro~entative or the Ca11tor.n1a Toll Br1egc Authority 

took the p03it1oD that the =uspen~ion or the ze:~1c~ on this route 

was tan~OUDt to a d1sconti:u~ce of operation within the =ean1ng 

or law(~) which provides that once such a service is ~ioeontinuod, 

it eanno~ leg~lly be res~d. 

(2) 

(3) 

Resolution No. 22476 N.S., ~ated Mare~ 1, 1936. 

Sec. 12, Cal1rorni~ Toll Bridge Authority Act, St~tuto~ 193~, 
p. 916, Aoen~ed by Chapter 10, Sta~te3 1933 and Sec~ion 12~, 
en~cted by Chapter 228, Sta~te3 1935. 

-~ 



• 

a.."'lnouneec1 in Doeisio:l ~;o. 29999, d.ated ;~uguzt 9, 19:571 th.::l.t upon 

by approp~iate zu~plezentsl orde~, ~i~allj det~rmino what dis­

position should bo made or the original apP11cation.(4) 

T.he record supports the conclusion that the res~tion 

of service on the Berkoley route cannot be acco=pliz~ed w1t~out 

substantial losses to tho co~pany. Neither applicant nor any 

ot~er interested party presented ~j evidence urging the re~~-

tion of zcrv1ce o~ thi: lino. ~ the other hand, all the test~onj 

pOints to the lack of public neces:ity for the ~ezumpt1on of this 

service. !t appears that a ~ther cont1~~at1o~ of the period tor 

suspens1o~ v~ll not only serve no good pu~o:e tor the v~rt1es 10 

this proceoding, or other po~t1ons of the General publiC, bUt, 

on the other ~dl ~y work zo~e injury upon the City ot Berkeley_ 

A ~~11 and careful consideration of the facts ~e cir-

cumstances ot reco~ leads to the conclusion that spp11caot f z 

supple:ontal re~e:t tor a further continuance of the'suspension 

of this serVice sho'IJ,ld 'be denied O!'ld ~::.ltho::"ity should be gre.ntet! 

to o.bandon opo::"ations on the San ?re.nc1sco-Sorkeley :erry line 3.S 

, . 
(4) '1.'b.e l':,ayer or this applicant reads a.,s .follows: 

nVd:.'::p.EPO?.:s, o.Pl'11c!l:lt o.3ks thc.t the Co:t::l!ssion :::ake and 
ante:- its order, e1the~: 

(1) Author1z~g ap~11co.nt to abandon its Berkeley 
tcr'!7 line; or 

(2) Author1z1ng applico.nt to zu~pend th~ oporat1o:c. or 
its Berkeley terry line subject to the turther order 
ot the Commission; unless , in the opinion or the 
Co~ss10n, the ,ub11c intc:-est is better subserved 
by the continued opc::"ation £or the time be~ng ot 
said Berkeley terry l~e on its present curtailed 
scb.edule. tf 
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ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above-e~titlee 

application an~ all ~tter~ hav~ng been duly zubm1tted, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDEPZD that the application of Southo~ 
-Pacific Colden Gate Ferries, L~d., for further su~pens~on of the 

~e~ice betweo~ Son Prancisco and Berkeley is denied. 

IT IS EERE~! ?u:'TEER ORDE..-:zED tbAt the ::oequest of 

Southern pacit1c Gol~en Gate ?er::01~s, Ltd., to ab~don operations 

on its San Francisco-Eerkeley line, as preyed :or in the original 

npplicat10n, is granted, tosether ~~th ~uthority to re~ove or o.iz-

poze of tor:insl facilities and approaches there~o. 

IT IS }JEREBY P'G?..THE?. O?J)E?..ED that Southern Pacific 

Golder. Gcte Ferries, Ltd., is di::occted ~o c~cel rorth~~th all 

ratos, rules, regulations and timo ~chedules tor the tran~porta-

t:ton o.! freight o.:c.d po.ssenge::os 0:0 its Ssn P:-ancisco-Berkcley 11::10. 

The effective dAte 01" this order shall be the dato herco~. 

Dated 0. t Sar. F:::-o.nci~co, CZ\l ii'o:-n io., this ;;. / ~ dAy 

of ::~rch" 19:58. 


