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In the Metter of t.he A~:p11eation ot 
.. L. R. PRATT, tor a certit1cate 0: 

public convenience and ,necessity. to 
. operate' e.. dO:Lestic we. ter . system. 

) 
) 
) 

e·,' 

) App11cation:~o. 21.550 
) 

-: near ' Co·ac:c.e1.la~ ·CeJ.it'ornia. ) 
" ,'. ~ , 

'. ' ----~--------------------~-) 

. BY TEE .C()'ft..c.~SSION: 

o ? I NI 0 N ... -- - ....... ~ -.-
,", 

In this proceeding Mr.!'. R. Prat.t asks the ,Railroad 

. Co:ren1ss1o:l'to . grs:::.t him. e. ce=titic~te ot' j?ubliC convenience and 

necessity to 'ol'erate e. :9ublic utility water syste:o. in. the' Benedict " . " 

and Davo=e additio:.s situate on E:ighway 99 c.:ld adjoining the iX:lin- ' 

co=:porated Town ot Coachella in the CoU:l.ty, ·ot Rivereido., At the 

. ,heari:lg the e.1;>~lica tion' vte.s emended to include a: re~uezt to:" 
, " 

a~thority to conti:.~e the rates now be~g 'charged and 'also tor 

the esta'blisbl:lent ot eo rate, tor water used 'by air-conditioning, 

apparatUs.' 
A ~ublic, hearing in 'this ~tte=~i$ held'bo:o=e,~iner 

Claude· c. Bro~~. 
The Benedict ~d Devore additions congist. ot 'seventy-

tour lots and W13!'6 placedO:' the ~rket i:ll928 'by the coachella 

Highway'Development Co., Inc,., a co~ratio:l. A 7.6.ter systemwz.S 

'installed tb.ereon'to e.id i!l' t1:le sale .ot lots. andtllCreE....."te= given 
" ' 

'Without cost to applicant' herein upon tlle con~ tio:::l'.tlla.t .hedrill 



e, 

his O'WD. well and, e.scu::.e the obligatio: or providing conti:'Uo~ wate:: 
. 

service t~oughout the tracts. The waterworks ::lOW consists ot'a 

drilled well, :p~ and preseure ta:ok e.::.d 2',610 linez,]. 'teet ot t!~s

t:-1but1on mains that' vary tro:n two to toU!" i:o.ches i:J.' dia::oete=~ At' 

pre$ent. there are' twenty-ti veoonsu::nersrecei ving water "at, a tlc t 

re.te'charge ot tro:n two dollars ($2.00} per ::to nth ,U?war!. "The ., ' 
, , 

=ates are ?r&ct1cally the s~e as ~e '~~~Gasured'schedule in etr~et 

on the utilit.y pl:..:!.t supplyi:!lS tb.~ adjoi:l.iD.g CODllUUll1tj'" ,or Coachella. 
, , 

The owner or this water, sY'st~:l ~z no :-eco:-ds indie~t.1ng 
" 

the 'total ,aml.ualme,inte:8.llce and operat1:lg G~enses;:!loweve::;).the 

evidence' indicates th~t the historical cost,ot the prop~rtiesas ot 

July 1, 19~7, was' tou= thousand two h~d:ed ~·renty dolla::$ (~4,220) 

and'tbat"the revenues ::eceivaole tor a period,ot twelve consecutive 

months' ending Decembe::- 31, 19~7, would b~ e.pprox1:e.tely'seve:c,' 

hundre~ 'tb--ee dollars ($703). 

AP~lieant has reeeived thenecesse-~~c==1$sion tro.: t~e 

Board o! S~:?ervisors ot the CO'Wlty, ot Ri ve=si~e to lay :ne.i:::l.z in~ O:!l 

, and/or across public streets, roadvlO.YS e.:ld e.lleys 'V;ithi:o. the area 

1:1. which service is req,uested. No one a:ppeared to,p:-otest the 

granting o'f this ce:-t1t1catc e.!ld !lO ot.b.er public ut1:1i-ty is se:-vil:g 

in or "is willing to serve in the ter::-itory covered: by spp11ce:c.t' z 

reCluest tor a cert1tice.tc herein., 'Onder th{~ circ'IlUlS-tances the 

evidence Shows that it is to the best interests ot ~e ~ubli~ to 

grant a certificate ot public convenience ellld 'necessity as applied 

tor. 

Request ~as been made that a ~lat rate be established to 

,cover the use by a large :c:um:oer ot consumers, ot so-called "desert 

coolers" v.1l1ch are c.evices, usWllly- home-:r::ade, containing excelsior 

2. 
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, or 'other s1m11e.r substances which are, dempened bye,' eoni1nuous-tlow 
, . . . 

ot water and are used tor e.ir-oonditioning in, ~omes and.'places o"r 

businesc. These coolers genere.lly use !'rom 1)000 to ~~OOO'cuoic 
, ' 

teet ot water :per m6ntb.~ de:pending upon'the·size ot the cooler 'end 
the pipe lines providing water thereto. To date no charge has been' 

made -:0:-' this additional service 'out the very substantial use ot 

~ter devoted solely to:: t!leopere.tion or these coolers has'piece~ 

Co very serious burden u!)on the costs -of -l'UI:'.tl>ing we:te::, during the 
, , -

rive or 31% mon~hsco~t1nuous use each summer. The flat rate-charge 
'" . 

tor ,this type otde$er~ cooler use to= air-conditioning_is two dol-

l~$' end fitty cents ($2.50) -,e:: month whichapperu::s ree.SO:Qabl~ 
, . 

under the ,circlmStallces,. ' This charge, it, is tmdel"stoo~, is to' be' 
, " 

made only during the months air-co~d1tioning d~vice$ are 'in actual 
I • • ~ 

use. ,- The schedule ot rates set -out in the tolloWi:lg order is , 
~esigned to ~e tair 8n~re~son~~le both to the co~umer, Snd the 

utilitYu:lder· existing cond.i tio:os ot opere.tion ~c. ¢ompares very 
, ' 

tavoraoly With similar c:b.e.rges·made by other utilities operati:.g 
.1n the . general vicinity Where . the cl1:e.t1c conditions are very 

warm du:-i;ls. 'the SU!lJmer months •. 

ORDER - .... -----
. Applice.t1o:c.he.v1I:.S, been t'iled as entitled above:, e. public 

hee.ring having been held thereon.; , t.he :nAtter b.e.ving 'been'. submitted 

and. the Co:::n1ss1<?n now being tuJ.ly e.dvised in t.he premises, 
The Railroad Commission ot the State ot Ca11torniahe=eby 

declares .'that public convenience and necessity rec:.uire -that 

Uz. ~. R. Pratt operate ~ pu~lic utility water system ~-the Benedict 

end Devore addi t10ns and in the immediate viein1ty thereot, situate 
, ' 

on Eignway 99 -and' e.djoiningthe, unineor:9or'ated '!'own'-otCoachelle., 



" 

CO'll:lty o't R1 verside, "Ailich"t::-e.cts ere mo~ part1cularlysho\v.:.l 0::' 

the ~ap attached to thea~plicat10n herein which is horeby made 8 

, part, ot this Order 'by ::-e~ere::tce) e:ld 

IT ,IS ~~' ORDERED that a certificate:ot nublic con-
, -

venience and. :leeessity 'be end it: is he::-e'bjgranted to, 1:'.r. !... ,R. 

Pratt to,operate a ~ublie utility,water syetem'intheterrito~ 
az set, torth above. 

IT IS ~ $tJJ?!E!SP. OP.DERED t:b.o.t ~.~. ~., :?ratt b~' 

and.he,is hereby. authorized, e.nddirected,to, tile with the Railroad 

,COmmissio:l, v.."ithi:l thirty (:;0) de.ys tro=. the- ~e.te o'! 'this Order» 

the'tolloVdng 'zehed:o.le ot rates' to be c:b.erged on and at~r the 

tirst, day. ot ·Y..ay,: 1938, tor all' "''1at..;,~ del1ve::oed to his CO::ls~er$ 
, ' , 

in and in the Vicinity ot Benedict ~d ~cvo=o a~dit10~s$ituate 
, , 

on Rigllwey 99 and adjOining the uuincorpo::-ated Town o,t': Coachella, 

,'county.ot Riversilie. 

Tenement dwellings, lodgi:ls:b.ouze or re$id.e:c.ce~,.5 rooms 
or lees" 'one, toilet, onp, oo.'th 'a.:td water t:or1:':"igat1o:c. " 
!lot to exceed },OOO. $~uare teet. o~la'WD.' 0::- garde:c.~------7"$1.75 
~cb.· a.ddi t10nal rOOl:1~"-~----""-""''''''''''''''''.~''''---''''''----''----'--' .10 
"Each addi 'tional· toilet, bath ,or ·uriD.al---.--~-------~-- .2.5 

E:ors'es 0::: cows' one-------;.-----,--,-------.;.------------ .25 , . . . " 

Each addit!o~l =o:::$e or cow---~--~----------------------.15 S:lell ,s~res a:c.d .sllo,os----...... .,~~-~·-..... --....... - ................ ----...... -'-.. ~-· 2.0,0 . .... .. ," , . " 

Hotels, base re..te-,~-----........ - .... .,~ ..... ~~ .... - .. ,~~ ..... --~----.. ~ .. -.,-.......... -.- 2.00. 
For' each addi tio!l8.l roo::ha ring =u::m5J:e; we. te~ or bo:tll--- .25 
For al,l other rooms:--,.~,., .. ----~~-~-......... ---.. -~...,.---'-~---.. -- .• 10 
HOtels ~dthdi~g roo~ in· connectio~, an additional 
charge· ot---..,,·., ... - .. ,.. .... ., .... ....-.-..... ---... -.,--... --~ ..... - .. - ..... ·-... ---~--- 3.00' 

Reete.urant's :.:d oati:g hOU$es--~-----------~--.;.----------- 3.00 
Businessbloeks, not exceed~g 5 or!ices~ with running 

v.'a ter-~ .. -~.------... --........... --------..... -~---------.. --,.-----..... --~-....... 3.00 I 

Each add1tio~1 oft:ica with runn~g water----------------
Stores, ware~ouse3~ co:ltect1onary shops~ halls, billiard 

ne.rl'ors ete.~~-.. - .... .,----.... ---.. -------.,~~---.. - .. -----~~~~ .. -..-.-J:'. , , , ' ," , 
Drug stores and. .b~eri_es--------------------.:-~--------':":.... 
Berber shops,., :l.ot over tvlO chai:rs-------.;------~---~-----

Each addition.el chai::-~ ... - .. - .. ---... :-----~-..,a.-----------.......... 
Photograph gallerie$------------~-.;;.------------..;.-------~--

,'4. ' 

.10 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 

... 25 
2.00 



Monthlx'!let Rates Cont'd.:' 

, !,aundr1es-----~--------'--------------------------$4 ... 00 to' $'12.00 
PUblic gar-e..ge-.. :.;....,~ ..... --'-~ .. -...,---'-' ... ----.. - ... ---.. --.. ~ ...... --..:---- .2.,00 ' 
, Public garage where c~s are washed--... ---------$,~.OO to, 4.00 
Ste8l'O. 'boilers or: ges engines, each per ho!"sepower-----.--- , .lO 

'Soda tOWltaing.~ ill addi'tion to' 'base re.te :-ror stores,,' each 1.00 
Water tor irrigation or lotz 'at'l~ per 100' sci. tt,. ot area~ 
,Corrals 'and stockyards, 'ec.ch-----------------------------, 1.75 
Service stat1ons-~~--~---~----~-----~~----~----~----~-~~- . 2.00 
Pacld.:lg plants---------------------~------------$ 2 ~ 00 'to'· ,8.00 
Desert eoolers~---~-~-~-~~-~~--~~~~~---~-~~-~-~-~~~~~~ 2.50 

, ~, ." 
Monthly Meter RAtes: 

Min1m:om. . ot 
Next 

700, cubic teet, ,0::' less--------------------$ 1.75 
800 cubic teet, per 100 cubic teet---- ',---- .20 

OVer 1,;00 cubic teet, per 100 cubic teet----~ .l5 
-000-

'IT IS, !'iE?3BY FORty? .. :8, ,O?D!P3D that Y.r. I.. R. Pratt· tile 
,v;ith the p.ailroad Commission,with1n thir,ty (,0) daystrom the date 

,ot th1s0rder, 'rules and regulations governing the service, o~.water 
, ' , 

to, his consumers, said rules and regulations to beeo~e et~ect1ve 

upon t:b.e1r aeoeptance oro:: tiling by this CoIJml1.ssion., 
, 

Forall'o'ther purposes the e::tective date o'! this'Order 
" ' 

shell 'be twenty (20)' days trom and atter the date he:reor. 
AS' C ... '1i~.o-ia .. th"s Lf. iZ," Date"" ,at en ::'ra:lcisco., ~ ... ~ , • ~~""""" ___ , day 

, ot ;~l"il, 19~8. 


