Decision No. .. i

SEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THT STLTS OF CALIFORNTA

Iz the Matter of the Applicatlon of the
City of Omard, a Muzicipal Corporation,
T Ventura Couxty, California, requeste
ing the construction of a crocsing over
the Southern Pacific Railroad in the

City of Oxnard.

7

vion No. 21583.
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Chas. 7. Zlackstock, City Attorney, Tfor the
City of Oxxmard.

H. V. Zobbs and F. X. Vieirs for Southern
Pacific Compary, Interested Dariy.

Y THE COMIIISSICN:

rd Avsaue at grade over the

of Southern Pacific Compmany ia the Ciiy of

A public hearin 2t Oxxard oz Aprll 7th, 1938,

Py

A

before Exeminer iAger, at which time the matter was duly submitted.
“he Seaboard Lemon Assoclotion recently has completed a
lemon packing plant located irmediately east of Southern Pacisi
Company's tracke and north of Seadoard Avenue. 'This vlant has a
capacity of approximately 500 cars of lemons per year and, accord-
lrg to the testimony, *the caéacity will be doubled sometine in th
near future. East of the proderiy of the packing plant and between
Colonia Road and *hre north c¢city limits of Oxnard ic a tract of
some sixty-seven acres which, according to the testimony, is to be
develoved in the immediate future gs industrial and residential

Property. Apnlicant contends that z ¢rossing as droposed in this




edplication is rnecessary, in order %o provide access both to the
pacxking plant and to this votential develodment.

The record shows that a sixty~foot easement for street
burposes has been dedicated to the City of Oxnard by the owzers of
the packing plant property dut the evidexnce further shows that
this dedicated street extends only from the easterly right of way
line of Southern Pacific Company to the easterly proverty line of
the lemon association's holdings. Although Ixhibit No. 1 indicates
that it is proposed to open Seadboard Avenue through the entire
tract, witnesses testlified that to date this portion of the street
has never been dedicated. Trucks ané other vehicles now desiring
to reach the plant from the north ox ot proceecd to an exist-
ing crossing at Cooper Rozd, six hundred und twenty-nire feet
south, thence over Cooper Road to Hayes Avenue, thence over Hayes
Avenue to the packing plarnt site; thus reguiring these vehicles %o

Tavel some twelve hundred feet, which would be unnecessary were
the »rovosed crosszing to be coastructed.

The evidence indicates that approximately two truckloads
ol frult are required to make one carload whlech would mean that,

on the basis of five hundred carzs veing shivped per year, there

would be some two thousend truck movements over the proposed cross-

ing ver year, assuming that aoll of these trucks ceme from the sec-

tion north and west of Oxnard. A treffic count made on Febru-
ary L8th, 1938, and introduced a5 ibit No. 10 by Soutkhern Pacl-
fic Company, siaows thet on the day in cuestion there were five
hundred and fifty-three automobiles, one hundred aad thirty-five
truecks and three hundred and seven vedestrians over the Cooper Road
crossing.

At the site of the
vard parallels the reilroad

line o ceater line). Thics




tively high rates of speed. If a crossing at Seshoard
AVEnue were construcvea, it ig reasonable to assume that signs,
requizring all wvehicles entering Ovmard Boulevard to stop prior to
entering the boulevard, would be erected. It can be readlly seex
that, if & large truck and trailer mede this stop, ina all prod-
ability the trailer would not have cleared the lroad tracks,
thus ereeting considerz
The record shows thut th a verage of fourteen
trains ond ten freight tral . ugh the City of
These 4raing have o speed restriction of forty miles per
hour for passenger and twenty miles ver hour for freight trains.

o the area adjacent ¥
the proposed crossing was rapidly developing, cross—examination of
these witnesses develoyed the It er than thot alone the
highway, no real develodpme vlace in the arec. ApPpli-
cant contends dthat Ttz 2V ing would provide betier view con-
¢itione oo} %o ba some difference of opinion as T
this 15 the Commiscsion's opinion that there is
little choice in this respect dhetween the existing crossing at
Coorer Road and the proposed one ot Seadoard .avenue.

wnile he construction of this crossing urngquestionadly
would be oFf some benefit to the Seaboard Packing Plant, 1t doee
» unreasonable to the Commicsion that persons &
plant from the north and west should de requlr
comparatively short sdditional distance (six
tweaty-nine fect), neccssar reach the Cooper Road erossing

It would appear appropriste that we herein direct attention v

roilowing language which eared 4 S No. 186885, dated

vme 1lth, 1928, on Applics

"he opening of the crossing would possi j inc*ea e th
value of the land fronting on Xalana ve and per
heps promote its more ready sale. It is not appar enu,
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rowever, wh 5 L5 a valid reason for ovening
4 Rew ¢ross] lend was purchased by its
nreseat owaers with full xaowledsme thet the erossing
was not open aand it nuct 2 presumed that the »ur-
chase »rice relflected any denreciation irn value due
To that fact. It ic not the policy of this Cormis-
sion Yo graznt grade crossings merely to promote the
sele of reul estate, and siace the agricultural re-
sources of this tract are advarently as fully
develoved z& any of the surrounding lands in that
it ls practically all nlantesd to bearing orchards,
there is apparently 2o pudblic need Tor Lfregquent
c¢hanges iz ownershin.™

IZxcedt for the locution of the packing plent in the im-

mediate vicialty, the L t adnlication seenms to ¢closely Dara=

llel, in many respects, t Ltuation waich existed in that »ro-

ceediag.

Careful consideration of the entire record in this matter,
leads us to the velisl tact there is little mexit in the contention
that a new crogsing should be opezed within six hundred and twenlty-
aine feet of an ex o ; ol that the

eeplication should be Tne following Order will co provide.

e City of Oxmard having made apnlication For pe

to consiruet a public nighway at grade ceross the track of Southern
Pacific Company at Seaboerd Avenue, a dublic heard
held ané the matter dbeing under subnission and ready for deciclion;

IT IS ZZRE3Y ORDIRED that the above entitled application
be and it is hereby denied withoubt »rejudice.

The effective date of this Order shull be twenty (20)
daeys from the date hereof.
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Ddoted a a rane

, 1938.
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Z'[ TR Jy C(,r {L.

~ /Cormissioners.
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