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Ej!;~'OP.E ':tHE PJ .... ILRO/J:l cO;i:USSION OF T"~ STATE OF CALIFOru~IA. 

In the uatter of the Application of ) 
TEE RrlER LI~TES (The (;a1ifor:Uc. 
Tr~~sportat1on ~om?any and Sacraxento ) 
& San Joa~uin River Lines, Inc.) for 
a certificate of ~ublic conve~~ence ) 
~d necessity authorizing an ~tcrn~tive 
highw~y common carrier truc% service ) 
for the tran.sportation of grai..~ from 
points on the Sacramento River north of ) 
S~cr~ento to Sacr~ento, Stockton, 
Vallejo, Port ~osta, Pct~luma, O~l~c, ) 
Alameda ane. Sml francisco, and padd.y 

Auulication ~o. 21836. ... 

rice from said points of origin to ) 
Sacramento and S~ Francisco. 

) 

Mcc.;OTCHEN" OLNEY, !i~"NON &: GRl'::;<JI.'E, by F. iii. Yd.elke :me. 
Starr Thomas, for Applic~~t. 

A. s. ~~LLIPJiS, JR., for Southern Pacific Company, 
Pacific ~otor Trucking c.;ompanY1 Pacific Motor 
Tr.a::lsport <.;o~pany, ?etalu:r.a &: oanta. Rosa. Rc.ilroad 
Co., anc Northwestern Pacific R~ilroac Co., 
!~terested Parties. 

G ':""I DT"I'l:l1:'v G k' ~UP.St'il '" . /' ':J -'IC'EOP JR • • .t:i. \.J;: i: ... , • _. ... .... _ ana. "". .'. J:) v , ., oy 
Bishop, Jr., for .The Atchison, Topeka & s~t& Fc 
Railway ~t ~entral ~~lifornia Tra.ction ~ompany, 
Interested Parties. 

~. R. 

L. N. BRJJ.)SHAWanc. JOHN L. :":;;'OS, J11., by John L. ;.:mos, Jr., 
to:!:' Western Pacific Rililroad <.;om,any and the 
Sacramento Northern Railway, Interested ?~ties. 

I 'Lvn'" on '::> ... ·O-~~ f "" ..;..v;~ ..::.. .I;)J:o. v~.:.~, or San Francisco & Na~a Valley R~1lroad, 
I~~ereste' Party. 

WAKEFIELD, <';ommissioner: 

o ? I ~ ION ----------

~ompany ant Sacramento & San Joa~uin River Lines, Inc., ~oing 
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business u.~cie~ the ~e ~d style of The River Lines, for a 

certificate of public convenience and ~ccessity to establish 

~~d operate ~~ auto~ot1ve service ~s ~ common c~=rier of 

er:::.i...~ ~~d paddy rice fl'om poi~ts on the Sacra:lento Hiver, north 

of Sacramento, including Knights L~ding, State R~~ch Bend, 
~·~"'d"" ~ynd~'l ~T un'" ..... ~ ... '~-;lle Coles T"'''''o.'~ng Gr-r"'es ............... e,... ...... _0 ..... , ............ v... -, _ ...,........., ......., 
Sycacore, Colus~, ?rinceton, Butte ~ity, Sidds L~dir~ and 

c.ll other poi!'!ts between Knights La..~d.ing z.nc. Sidcls Landing, 

as points of origin, to Sacramento, Stockton, Port Costa, 

South V~llejo, ?etal~, Oikl~~c, ;~~eda ~d S~ }~anc1sco, 

as points of desti~Ation • 

.. ~ public hcoxir...g in this mz.tter was conducted in San 

Franci!::co on May 5, 1938, where testimony was received, the 

matter submitted, and it i::: now reac.y for decision. 

From the testimony of J. E. Anderson, traffiC man~ger 

for appl:lcant, who "::as the only witness presented, it ;-;as 

developed that The River Li~es seeks the authority hereinabove 

d0:;cribec~ ';;'5 an alternative service cO::lplement1.."lg anc. supple-

menting j~ts existing service by v0zsel to the :points !.nvolved. 

R~tes to be ~ssesscc untc~ the ,roposa1 are to be the rates 

conte~por~~cously maint~ined L~ applic~..,.t's tariff for the 

transport~tion of s~1d co~odities of grain anci paddy rice 

by vessel between tne s~e points. 
There also appears in the record" a reference to cert~in 

alleged :d:~~u: ~eizht restrictions in ~pplic~t's ~at0r right 

to points north of Sacra~ento. hpropo of this situation it 

wa::: agreed th~t the oper~tive right herein sought would be 

subject to all li~tations, restrictions ~~d conditions here-

tofore imposed in either t~=iff or operative rights of 

applic~t in the territory described, as it r.~s distinct:y 

~~derstood th~t no greater right was be~~~ sought by truck 

thc.n novo' exists by r.ater. 



Witnesz Anc.erson further testified that the service pro-

posc~ ~ould be onlY trom points of origin to points of destina-

tion, would be a Qock-to-dock service, a.~d that no back-haul 

Additionally he state~ that applicant has twenty-six 

pieces of ~oto= e~uip~ent, i~cl~~ing t~o semi-tru~lers 

capableo~ handling twenty-five tons apiece :me. one truck 

:;:.ne. trc.iler v;ith. a cs.po.city of t·genty-two tons. The last three 

pieces of e~uip~ent named will be immediately available tor 

this ser;ice which is to be utilized at the convenience of The 

River Lil:les. Aci.cii tior..a: eqUipment can a.~d will be obtained 

by o.pplil::a.."lt if necessity .:.rises. 

Z.a.i:~ ...... i tness also testi:'ied. that grain generally moved 

from all t~e points of origin to all the points of destination 

hereinbefore set forth, but that the movement of ,addy rice 

v.-as geners'lly only to Sacramento a."1c. San Frs...."lcisco as points 

of destinat1on. Points of origin for both grain and paddy 

rice are identic~l,the witness averre~. 

Justifying the position of applicant in this proceeding, 
wit~ess ;~derson testifie~ gener~lly that the ~ltcrnative 

truc1-: sCI'Vice herein sought w:.z r..ecess:::.ry for three reasons 

set forth in the a,plication as follows: 

nl. At numerous ti~es navigction of the Sacramento 
River above Sacramento is im~racticable or hazardous, due 
to s~ch conditions ':'$ (a) 101. \,~ter; (b) oostruction ot 
tne cho,r",'lel of the ::-i ver by sand. bars; a.."l~ (c) heavy flow 
of d.rift\':ood a..",d. other debris c.'tll":!.ng high or flood water. 

"2. TAe tonnage of grain ~"1d pad~y rice offered for 
shi~ment is at ti~es of such restricted volume that it 
wili be considerably ~ore econo~cal ~o tr~"1sport the 
sh1p~ents by truck to t~e ulti~te destination than to 
perform the tr~~sportation service by vessel either for 
part or all of t~e ~aul. 
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~3. Tr~=port~tion by vessel has in late years been 
subject to fre~uent interru~tion by reason of maritime 
labor difficulties. Service by vessel is ~s yet not tree 
from possibility of further interruptions of 11~:e 
ch\lr~cter.!1 

I do not believe th~t reason nu:ber 1 needs furt~er 

elaboration in this opinion, it being sufficient to recogni=e 

that a hazard ~d bar to navigation h~s existed and no doubt 

r.ill eont~ue to exist on the River north of S~cra=0nto r.ith 

deleterious effect on water-bo~~d coc=ercc. In connection 

with reason number 2, the ~ltness test1fiea th~t it appeared 

to be the trend of t!lC times to engage in ..... hat he ~=ermec. 

years past barges moveci from 500 to SOC tons at one ti~e 

(C~pc.ci ty' load), r.hile .:~t t..1.e 9resent time f:-om 30 to 50 tons 

7.ere uz~lly the ~i=~ tor~ges offered. In this connection 

it was pointed out that considerable economy of operation 

could be effected by the use of trucks for the ~ovc~ent of 

this property when contrasted with the cost of operating,a 
barge vii til a tug and. crew required. by this method of operation. 

Additionally, teztimony Showed, th€re must be ~ddeci t~e expense 

of tr~~zporting longshore~en oy :otor vehicle to ~~d fro~ 

their Sacramento hiring hall ~~~ from warehouse to warehouse 

along the river wnere grain and rice were to be picked up. 

Tne witness testified that on a ~ove~ent of grain or rice 

from Colusa to San FranCiSCO, the ~omnission had provided a 

minimum rate of $3.20 per ton. His estimate or The River 

Lines out-of -pocl-:et cost for a simila.r movement by barge· would 

amount to $3.50 per ton. ~. l~~erson furt~er contended 

that his comp~y could operate the service proposed at the 

minimum rate prescribed by the ~ommission ana give shippers 

c. more expedited service ~hich ~ould not be subject to the 



interruption occasioned by maritime labor troubles .... hich have 

in the p~st so fre~uently c~uscd cessation of operation. Tne 

wltness further indicated that service by vessel is as yet not 

free fro= possibility of further interruptio~s of like character. 
Although no 9rotests to t~e gr~~ting of this ~pplicat1on 

~ere ~de, vario~ r~il li~es a~peared in this proceeding as 

interested parties, and through a stipulation entered into 

by the ~itness J~derson, counsel for cpp11cant and counsel 

for Southern Pacific Comp~y, it ~as agreed that ~~y certifi-
c~te of public convenience ~~d ~ecessity srante~ pursuant to 

the 1nst~~t application would co~t~in a restriction which in 

effect would result in the ter~nation of such a certificate 

as to ~~y point herein sought to be served by truck should 
The River Lines cease its vessel operation as to such point. 

It was agreed th~t suspe~sion of vessel service by reason 

of circu::n::t::.nces beyond. the control of applic~t, ::'.0., ::"::bor 

troubles or navigatL~g conditions on the Sacr~ento River, 

~ou1d not be construed as ter~ting the certificate of 

public convenience ~~ necessity sought. 

After ru::.ly conzideri:-..g the record in thl.s :metter, I a.::l 

of the opinion that public conveni0nco necessity 7.rlll be 
subserved by the propos~l of ~pplic~~t ~er0in ~d that the 

~lternc.tive truck service offered v~ll afford a more expeditious 
~~d econo~cal service to the shipping public and will further 

tend to ~ford an ~~nterrupted service to ~~t fro~ the 
territory set forth in the application. 

I be2ieve therefore tha.t the s.pplicr..tion should be gr~ted 

:.nt recoz:ll:lenc. the following form of order. 

OB.DE~ 

T:t!E l\J.I;.RO;~ CO~SSION OF Td:S STAT~ 0:' C;.1IFOruUA E'RRE:BY 

Dl!;CLP.RBS that public conver..ience ant necessity require the 
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~omp~~y ~d S~cr~ento & S~~ Jo~~uin Biver Lines, Inc., doing 

business under the name and style of The River Lines, of an 

automotive service as a highway common c~rier a~ such is 

definc~ in Section 2 ~nd 3/4 of the Public Utilities Act: 

1. From Ar~ghts L~~ting, State R~nch Bend, Tis~ale) 
Tynda1e ~ound, Kirkville, ~oles L~~tir~, Gri~es, 
Sycamore, Colusa, ?r1nceton, Butte City, Sidds 
Landing and. all other 3)oints bet'J,ccn Knights 
L~~aing an~ Si~d.s Lanti~g, as poi~ts of origin, 
on the one hand, to Sccramento, Stockton, Port 
Costa, South V~11ejo, ?ctal~) O~and, l~~cd~ 
and S~n FranCiSCO, as poi-~ts of destL~tion, on 
the other hand, limited to the transportation 

2. 

of grain only; z...~c:. 

From the pOints of origin 1istec in 
the one hand, to S~cramento ~~d s~~ 
po~ t.,. ./:' c.'e"',j"~ .... ~,,j,,·· n "" .... e ,j,,' r ... n ... 0... oJ ............ ",J.,O , o.....a. o ... n.c 
to the tr~~s'ortation of pacdy rice 

n'Umber 1, on 
Frs.r..Cisco as 
hand, limi ted 
only, 

as ~ alternative service to thc cxistL~g scrvice of The River 

Lines 'by vczzel to the pointz set forth hel"ein, and subject 
to the following restrictions: 

~. The authority he~ei~ gr~~ted shall laps~ ~~d 
become void as to ~~ pOint herein ~entioned conte~pora­
neously with the suspension or ~b~ldonment or service by 
ve~sel as to such poL~t, if said vessel service is susnended 
or abanaoned at the re~uest of The River Lines; . 

B. T~e authority herein granted is for a dock-to-
dock service only ~~ is li~ted to pOints of origin on 
the Sacramento River nameci ~ereL~ as nOTi served by the 
vessels of Tne River Lines. 

IT IS P~~EY ORDEP3D that a certificate of public co~-

venience and necessity therefor be, and the same hereby is, 

granted to ?ne ~alifornia Tr~sportation Company and Sacramento 

& San Joaquin River 1ines, Inc., operating under the name and 

style of The River Lines, subject to the follo~~g conditions: 

(1) Applic~~t :hall file a ~Titten acceptance of the 
certificate, herein granted "~thin a period of 
not to exceed fifteen (15) days from date hereof. 

6. 



(2) 

(5) 

(6) 

Applicant shall commence the service herein authorized 
within .s. ~eriod of not to exceed thirty (:30) o.ays :from 
the effective d~te hereof, ~~d shall file in triplicate, 
and concu=rently ~~:e effective on not less th~ ten 
daysT notice to the R~ilro~d Co~ss1on ~~d the public, 
su~plements to its tariffs on file with the Commission 
whichv:ill provic.e t~at rates, rules and reeuJ.~tions 
for the service herein o.utb.orizcC: ,,.':ill be those nO'Vl 
:;,rovided. i.."'l a!>plica!lt' s tariffs for the tr:;'..."'lspo!'t:?:tion 
of like property by vessel. 

Applic~nt sh~ll file ~ dup:ic~te, ~"'le ~~~C cf~ectivc 
w'i thin So pC::'ioc. of not to exceed. tb.!.rty (30) days 
after t!:e effect~ve e.s.tc of this order" on not less 
than five e.aysT notice to the Railroad Com-~szion ~~ 
the public, a time scneduJ.e or ti~e schedules coverL"'lg 
the service herein ~~thorizee in a form satisfactory 
to the Railroad Gom~ission. 

The rishts ~"'lC privileges herein ~uthorize~ may not 
be discontinued, sold,. leasec::., transferred nor assignee. 
unless the written consent of the R~ilroad ~ommission 
to such discontinuance, sale, lease, transfer or 
uzsisnment ~as tirst been obt~ined. 

No ver.icle may be operated by a.pplicant here:l.r.. ~.l!'..less 
such vehicle is oVinee. by said applicWlt or is 1e~se:d 
by applic~t ~~der a contract or agreement on a basis 
satisfactory to the R~ilroad ~ommission. 

Applic~~t shall, prior to the co==e~cement of the 
service authorized herein and continuously thereafter,. 
comply with all of the provisions ot this Gom=issior.'s 
Gener~l Order No. 91. 

Tae effective date of this order sh~ll be twenty (20) days 

from the date hereof. 
The foregoing opinion ~"'ld order are hereby approved and 

ordered filed as the opinion ~~d order of the Ra~lroad 

Commission of the State or ~alifornia. 
D~ted ~t San :Francisco,. ~c.liforr.ia, this I {p ~ day of 

May, 1933. 


