Declsion XNo.

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMIISSION OF Tk STATE OF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of tae Appllcation of

THE RIVER LINES (Tne Californic
Transportation Company and Sacramento

& San Joacwin River Lines, Inc.) for

a certificate of public c¢convenience

and necessity authorizing an zlternztive
nighwey comxon carrier truck service
for the transportation of grain from
points on the Sacrazento River north of
Sacrarzento to Sacramento, Stockton,
Vallejo, Port Costa, Petaluma, Oxklane,
Alameda and San Francisco, and paddy
rice fror said points of origin vo
Secramento and San Francisco.

Application No. 21836.
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MCcCUTCHEN, OLNEY, MANNON & GREENE, by F. W. ilelke and
tarr Thomas, for iLpplicant.

Ae 8. WILLILES, JR., for Southera Pacific Company,
Pacific Motor Trucking Company, Pacific Motor
Transport Company, Petaluma & Santa Rosa Railrozd
Co., anc Northwestern Paclific Reoilrozé Co.,
Interested Perties.

G. E. DUFFY, G. ¥. HURST and C. R. BISEOP, JR., by C. E.
Blshop, Jr., for The Atchison, Topeka & Sante Fe
Rallway anc Central czlifornia Traction Company,
Interected Parties.

L. N. BRADSHAV and JOEN L. AMOS, JR., by John L. Amos, Jr.,
for Western Pacific Railroad Company and the
Sacramento Nortnemrn Rallway, Interested Parties.

CLYDZ E. BROWN, for San Franeisco & Napa Valley Rzllroad,
Interested Party.

WAKEFIELD, Commissioner:
ORIXNLIO

Thils is an 2pplication by The Californic Zroncporiation

Company ané Sacramento & San Joacuin River Lines, Inc., coing




business under the neme and style of The KRiver Lines, for a
certificate of public convenience and necessity to establish
end operate an automotive service 2s 2 common carriexr of

groin and peddy rice from noints on the Sacramento River, north

C

of Sacramento, including Xnights Londing, State Ranch Bend,
Tisdale, Tyndall lound, Jirkville, Coles Landing, Grinmes,
Sycenore, Colusz, Princeton, Butte City, Sidds Lancding and
all other points bhetween Knights Landing anc Sidds Landing,
as points of origin, %to Sacramento, Stockton, Port Costs,
South Vallejo, Petzlumz, Ozklanc, Llazmedz ancd San Franclisco,
as points of destinztion.

4 public heoring in trols matter was conducted in San
Franclisco on May 5, 1938, where testimony was receivecd, the
matter submitted, and it isc now reacy for decision.

From the testimony of J. H. Anderson, trafiic manzger
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for applicant, who was the only witness presented,
developed that Tae River Lines seeks the zuthority nereinabove
deseribed as an alternative service complementing anc supple-
nenting its existing service by vessel to the points Involved.
ates o be tssessed wader the proposal are to be the rates
contenporanecously malnteained In applicant's tariff for the

transportation of sald commecdities of grain end paddy rice

o'

y vessel between tie sa:ze poiats.

There also appears in the recoré a reference to ¢certain
2lleged mininmux welght restrictions in cpplicant's water zight
to points north of Sacraxento. Apropo of this situation it

was cgreed thot the operative zight hereln sought would be
subject to all limitztions, restrictions and conditions here-
tofore imposed in either tariff or operative rights of
applicant in the territory deseribed, =s it was distinetly
wderstood that no greater right was bdbelng sought by truck

thor now exists by water.




1
i

® o

Witnesc Ancerson further testified that tae service pro-
posed would be only from polrnts of origin to points of destina-
tion, would be a dock-to-dock service, and that no back-haul
was contemnlatec.

Additionally he statec that applicant has twenty-six
pieces of motor equipment, Including two semi-trailers
cepable of handling twenty-five tons apiece zand one truck
anc trailer with a capacity of twenty-two tons. The last three
pieces of ecuipment named will be immediately avallable for
this service walch is to be utilized at the convenience of The
River Lines. Aaditional ecuipment can and will be obtained
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by applicent if necessity ar
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Tais witness also testifiled that grain generally moved

from all the voints of origin %o all the points of destination
herelnbefore set Jorth, but that the movement of nadly rice

was generally only to Sacramento ané San Francisco as points
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of destination. Points of origin for voth grain and paddy

rice are identicul,the witness averred.

Justifying the position of apvlicant in this proéeeding,
witness fnderson testifled generally that the alsernative
truck service herein sough® woe necessary for three reasons
set forth in the application as follows:

"l. At numerous times navigation of the Sacramento
River above Sacramento is impracticable or hazardous, due
to such conditions 25 (2) low water; (b) obstruction of
vae chcnnel of the r»iver by sand bars: and (¢) reavy flow
of driftwood and other dedris curing high or flood water.

"2. The tomnage of graln and paddly rice offered for
shipmernt is at times of such restricted volume that it
will be considerably more ecconomical to transport the
shlpments by truck to tae ultimate destination than to
perfory the tronsportation service by vessel either for
vart or z2ll of the haul.




"3. Trancportation by vessel has In late years been
subject to frecuent interruption by reuson of maritime
labor difficulties. Service by vessel Ls as yet not Ifree
from possibility of further interruptions of like
character.”

I do not belleve that reason nuxmber I needs further
elaboratlon in this opinion, it belng sufficilent To recognicze
that a hazard anc var to navigation has existed and 2o coubs
will continue to cxict on the River norta of Sacranento with
deleterious effect on water-bound comzerce. In connection
vith reason number 2, the witness testlfied that 1t appeared
to be the trend of the times to engage in waat he Uermed
Thand~-to=-nouta” purchasing on ted o5 an exanpple that in
vears past barges noved from 500 to 20C tons at one t"me
(capacity load), waile &t the present time from 3C %o 50 sons
were uvsually thc moxizunm tonneges offered. In this connection
it was pointed out that considerabdle econonmy of overation
could be effected by the use of trucks for the movecaent of
tails nroperty when contrasted with the cost of operating =
barge with a tug and ¢rew recuired by this method of operation.
Additionally, testimony showed, there must be 2ddec the expense
of transporting longshoremen by motor vericle to ond fron
thelr Sacramento hiring nall and from warehouse to warehouse
along the river where grain and rice were ©o be plcked up.

Tne witness testified that on a2 movement of grain or rice

from Colusa to San Francisco, the commission had providea a
minimum rate of $3.20 ver ton. His estimate of The River
Lines out-of-pocket cost for a similar movement by barge would
amount to $3.50 per ton. ir. Ancerson further contended

that als company coulc operate the service proposed at the
minimum rate prescribec by the Commission anc give shippers

o more expecdlted service which would nov be subject to the
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interruption occasioned by maritime labor troubles which have
in the past so frecuently caused cessation of operation. The

witness further indlecated that service by vessel is as yet not

free from »ossidblility of fuxther interruptions of like character.

Although no protests to the granting of thils opplication

were made, verious rzil linesc appeared in this proceedins as

interested parvies, and through 2 stipulation enterec invo

by the witness fnderson, counsel for applicant and counsel

for Southern Pacific Company, it was agreed thet any certifi-

cate of public convenilence and necessity granted pursuwant to

the Instant application wourld contoin & restriction which in

effect would reswit in the termination of such 2 certificate

as to any point herein sougnt to bhe served by truck shouwld

The River Lines cease its vessel operation as to such point.

It waz agreed that suspensicn cf vessel service by reason
of circumstances beyona the control of applicant, L.e., Lahor
troubles or navigatling concitions on the Sacramento River,
woulé not be construed 25 terminating the certificate of
prolic convenience anc necescity sought.

After fully considering the record in this matter, I am
of the opinion that »ublic convenlence ond necessity will be
subserved by tahe vrovoszl of aprlicant herecin and that the
alternative truck service offered wlll afford a more expeditious
and econonrical service to the shlpring public and will further
tend to afford an wninterrupted service to and from the
territory set forta in the ayplicotion.

I believe therefore that the application should be

ancd recommend the following form of order.

QRITER
IHE RAILROAD COMUISSION OF TET STATZ QOF CALIFORNIA EEREEY

DECLARES that publiic convenience and necessity recuire the
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establisament and operation by Trne Califerniz Transportation
Company ond Sacramento & San Jooguin Kiver Lines, Inc., doing

business under the name anc style of The River Lines, of an

-

automoetive service as 2 hlghway common corrier as such is

cefined in Section 2 and 3/4 of the Publlic Utilities Act:
1. Trom Xnights Lancing, State Ranch Bend, Tisdale,

Iyndale Mound, Xirkville, Coles Lancing, Grimes,
Sycamore, Colusa, Princeton, Butte City, Sidds
Lancding anc all other polints between Xnights
Lanaing and Sldds Lanaing, as points of origin,
on the one hand, to Sacramento, Stockion, Port
Cocsta, South Vallejo, Petaluma, Ockland, Alameda
and San Irancisco, as points of destination, on
the other nand, limited to the transportation
ol grain only; anc

2. From the points of orizin lisited in number 1, on
the one nand, to Sacramento and San Francisco as
points of destization, on the other hand, limited
to tae transportation of paddy rice only,

as an alteranative service to the existing service of The River

Lines by vessel vo the points set foxta herein, and subject
to the following restrictions:

A. The authority nerein granted snell lapse and
become vold as to any point herein mentioneld contempora-
neously with the suspension or 2bandonment of service by
vessel as to such point, if sald vessel service is susvended
or abandoned at the recuest of The River Lines;

B, The authority nerein granted is for a dock-to-
dock service only wncé iz limited to points of orizin on
the Sacramento River named aerein as now served by the
vessels of The River Lines.

IT IS HEREZY ORDERED thet a certificate of public con-
venience and necessity therefor be, and the same hereby is,
granted to The Californiaz Transportation Coupany and Sacramento
& San Joaquin River ILines, Inc., operating wnder the name and
style of The Rlver Lines, subjJect to the following conditions:

(1) Applicant chall file 2 written acceptance of the

certilicate nerein granted within a period of
not to exceced fifteen (15) days from date hereof.
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(2) Applicant shall commence the service nerein authorized
within & veriod of mot to exceed tairty (30) days from
the effective dete nereof, and shall file in vtriplicate,
and concurrently mele effective or not less than ten
deys! notice to the Rellrood Commission and the public,
suoplements to its tariffs on file with tne Commission
woieh will provide that rates, rules and reguiations
for “ne service nerein autnorized will bc those now
zrovidec in applicant’s tariffs for “he transportation
of like vroverty by vessel.

(3) Applicont sacll f£ilc in dupllcate, and make efflective
within & perlod of not to exceed thRirty (20) cays
after the effective date of this order, on not less
than five days'! notice to the Rallroad Commission anc
the public, a time schecdule or time schecules covering

ne service herein zuthorized in a form satislactory
to the Rallroad Commission.

(4) Tre rights an¢ privileges herein authorized may nov
be discontinued, solé, leasec, transferrec nor assigned
unless tae written consent of the Reilroad Commission
to such discontinuance, sale, lease, transier or
assligmment has Iirst been obtalxnec.

(5) No vehicle may be operatec by apdlicant nereln 'mless
suen vealcle is ovmed by said zpplicant or ls leaced
By applicant under a contract or agreement o a basis
satisfactory to tne Railroad Commission.

(6) Applicant shall, prior to the comzencement of the
service authorized herein and continuvously trhereaflter,
comply with 2ll of the provislons of this Commiszion's
Generzl Order No. 9l.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (R0) days
from the dzte hereof.

The foregoing opinlon and order are hereby approved and
ordered filed as the opinion and order of tae Rallrozd
Commission of the State of California.

. A
Dated at San Francisco, California, this /b day of

Yey, 1938.
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