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Decigion No. .

ZEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of The Atchison,
Teopeka and Sante Fe Reilwey Company, a corporas-
tion (hereinafter called Atchison Company), and
Rellway Express Agency, Incorporated, a corpora-
tion (hereira®ter called Express Agency), fox
atthority to discontinue and adbandon their
agency at Duarte, California, and to operate the
same as a non-agency station.

Application
No. 21597

et Seest S et Yo N el e Ve e

M. W. Reed, for Applicants.

Chas. W. 0tt, for J. L. Elliott, General Chalrman,
Station and Telegraph Employees, Santa Fe Sys~
ten, Frotesvants.

Jemes A. Blain gad Randall T. Chew, Jr., for
Duarte=Monrovia Cltrus Association, Protestant.

James S. Blair and Thomas V. Holmes, for Duarte
Chember of Comxerce, Irotestant.

Barl E. Dahlman, for . H. Daklman & Compaeny,
Protesteant.

Earold Bilsky, for Los Angeles Sanatoriunm,
Protestant.

BY THE COMMISSION:

OPINION AND ORTER

In this proceeding The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rail-
way Company and Railway Express Agency, Iuc. seek the Commission's

authority to abandon their agency at Duarte and operate the same as

a non-agency statiorx.

Public hearing on this matter was conducted by Examiner

Ager at Monrovia on June Stk, 1938, at which time it was taken under
submission, and 1% is now ready for decision.
The stetion of Duaxte 1s located in Los Angeles County,

1.4 miles east of Monrovia station and 4.1 miles west of Azuse
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statior. It is situated in the citrus district and there are two

packing plants within a comparatively short distance. Tabulated be-

low is a statement taken from Exhibit No. 3 introduced at the hearing,
/
ghowing the volume of dbusizess transected at Duarte stetion for the

period August, 1937, To April, 1937, both months inclusive:

Less~than-carload
Cexr Loads shipments
Month Received Forwarded Recaived Forwarded

18
18
7
0
3
&4
49
38
18

Totel 16 195

Avg. 1937
Sept P "
Oct. "
Nov. r
Dec - "
Jan. 1938
Feb. »
Mar. "
April "
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From this statement it will be noted that the cerload shipw-
ments outbound are falrly heavy dbut that the less-than=-carload ship-
ments amount to little or nothing and the record will show thet the
L.C.L. revenue varies from $1.20 to #21.00 per montk. The above state-
zent also shows that during the seme period there were three tickets
s0ld at this station. The record further shows that the express
business is very light; as a matter of fact, there are some months
when there is no revenue whatever from express.

Witnesses for the applicants testified that if this applice-
tion is grarted it 1s proposed thet the agent at Monrovia will handle
the business at the Duarte station. Duarte is within the telephone
exchange lixmits of Monrovis and, therefore, telephone calls to the

Monrovia station c¢an be made witkout toll charge. The Monrovie agent

will make daily trips, irf necessary, to the Duarte statlon, Ior the

purpose of blilling cers and discussirg with prospective shippers any
prodlems that may arise; also, this agent will deliver any tickets

wbioch might be purchased. As for the express duslness, the American
Railwey Express Company maintains a pick-up and delivery service in

the City of Monrovia and it appears possidle that arrangements might
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be made to expand the limits of this service to include the Duarte
area.

Representatives of the packing plants sppesred and pro-
tosted the granting of the application, it being thelir opinion that
service comparable to that now provided could not be rendered by
the Monrovis agent. They were of the opinion, howevexr,that if
reasonadle and adequate sexvice could be provided under the »Pro=~
rosed plaxn, any oblections they might have to offer would be rew

moved.

Cere®™ul consideration or.the record in this matter leads

us to the conclusion that, while the mﬁinxenance of an ageht dﬁ
Duarte is a convenlence, 1t is not a necessity in the strict sense
of the word. We must recognize the fact that the rallroad companies
throughout the country are faced with the necessity of economizing
in every possible way and 1% would appear that adequate sexrvice can
be rondered to the shippers at Duarte under the plan proposed by
applicants. We are therefore of the opinion that the applicatlion is
reasonable and should be grarted and the following Order will so

so provide.

Public hearing having beer held and the Commissior deing
tully advised; |

IT IS DXREBY ORDERED that The Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railwﬁy Company and Rallvwey Express Agency, Inc. are rereby
authorized to adbandon their Joint agency at Duarte, California, and
o change the station records and tariffs accoxdingly, providing
said station shall be continued as a ron~agency station.

Applicant shell, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notify this Commission, in writing, of the abandorment of the
facilities herein authorized ané of its compllance with the condi-

tions hereof.




The autkorization herein grented shall lapse and decone
old 1f not exercised within one year from the date hereof, unless
further time is granted dy subsequent order.,

The effective date of this Order shall be twerty (20C)
days from the date hereof.

Dated at San Frencisco, Celifornia, this Jrvff day
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