Decision No. QU7

ZFO0RE TEE RAILROAD COIXISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNI:L

In the Matter of the Application
of The San Joaquin & Kings River
Canal & Irrigation Company, In-~
corporated, a corporation, for
Authority to Znter Into an sgree-
nment wita the Gustine Draixage
Distriet, Permitting said Dis-
trict to Pump Dralnsge Water Into
Its Irrigation Cansals.

Application No. 21849

J. E. Woolley, for applicent.
A. L. Cowell, for Gustine Dralrzge District.

RIIEY, COMMISSIONER:

San Joequin & Xings River Canel & Irrigation Company,
Tncorporated, is engaged in the dusiness of diverting water from
the San Joaguin River mear the Town of iendota and distrivuting

end sellimg scid weter primerily for irrigation purposes, but

also to some extent for domestic, commercial and industrial uses.

The canal system extends approximately seveniy-one wiles through
Fresno, Merced and Stanisleus counties, supplying water to a
gross area of epproximately 146,700 acres.

Gustine Drainage District is a district duly organized
and existing under the Drainege Act of Narch 20, 1903, and was
organized in the yoar 1937 to provide drainage by eans of pump-
irg from underground sources in an area of approximately 20,300
acres, located in the northerly section of the service area of

the Compary end including within its externmel bouxndaries the

City of Gustine.




In tkis application the Company asks the Commission to
authorize it to eanter into an agreement with the above Drainage

Distriet providing, among other things, for the discaarge of the

drainege waters frox the District's pumps into the Company's

canal systen.

A public hearing in this mavter was held in Gustine after
all interested parties had been duly notified.

In generzl, it may be said that the District plans to
lower the water table in the lends located within its doundaries
by the drilling of a large number of wells Ifrom waich the water
will be pumped es necessary “o remedy the existing water-logged
condition of the land. In its initial stage the District plans
o drill a large aumber of wells near the Company's Mein Canal.
Additional wells will ve located at other strategic points in the
future as conditions werrant. The District intends at present to
discharge its drainege waters from the wells located adjacent to
end ebove the Main Canal into +this condult for disposal. In the
future, szould it be considered advisable, dreinage waters will be
carried awey through a seperate system of canels and ditches to bve
installed, meintained and operated by the District.

Trom the evidence, it appears thet the Cemal Compeny hes
offered no serious obvjections to permitiing tie use of itc cenals
for the disposal of tke District's dralnage waters. Eowever, it
did fear that some objection migﬁt arise on vae part of some con-
sumers as o the possidbility of pollution of the canal waters
through the introduction of destructive chemical elements in the
waters obtained from the underground sources, especially as some
of the lands within the Distriet are kmown ©O be highly impreg-
nated with alksli and in some instances the lands have developed
an alermingly high boron cortent which, without dilution, might




prove exceedingly deleterious to certain crops when the canal
water is used for irrigation purposes. In this conmnection, how-
ever, it should be pointed out that the anmalyses oI the well
water and the testimony presented indicate that when blended
with the camal weters, the mineral content of such well water
will be so vastly reduced in proportion to the total volume
that no serious and injurious comsecuences will result taere-
from. The District comtemplates the installation of ebout
twenty-two wells at present waich will not produce a meximum
flow in excess of two cubic feet per second per well and in
actual operating practice only about ore-nalf the combined pos-
sidble developed flow. The minimum quentity of water which will
£low in the Main Cavel within the Drainege District is 146 cubic
feet per second and the meximum quantity is 361 cubic feet per
secend. It is clear, therefore, thet tle blended waters canuot
poseibly result in a total dissolved solid content deleterious ©o
any class of irrigated crops or for domestic purposes.
No objections were presented agalnst the request of
applicant and it appeaxrs thet the Company should be authorized
| to enter into the agreement with the District as proposed herein.
The Commission, however, should reserve its jurisdiction over
| this mather soO that in the event any serious change should oceuxr
| in tne future in the chemical content of the drainage waters re-
sulting in & pollution injurious to eny cless of crops or other
water use, the fuxrther discharge of drainage weters can be

stopped ‘mmediately.

the following form of Order is recommended:

An application, &s entitled above, heving been £iled

with the Railroad Cormission, & public hearirng haeving been held

-

I



thereon, tiae matter having been duly submitted and the Commrission
being fully advised in the premises, now, thererfore,

IT IS ZEREZY CRVERZD that San Joaquin & Kings River
Canel & Irrigetion Coxmpany, Incorporated, be and it is heredy
authorized to enter into an agreement with Gustine Drainage Dis-
trict for the purpose of disposal of drainege waters arising
within the dboundaries of said District into the canal and diteh
system of seid Company substantially under the seme terms and
conditions as set forth in the copy of the proposed agreement
entercd into by and bdetween San Joaguin & Xings River Canal &
Irrigation Comparny, Incorporated, and Gustine Drainage District
attached to the application herein and lMarked Exhibit "A" and
hereby made & part of this Order by reference.

7 IS IEREBY FURTEER ORDERED as follows:

L. Two coples of the final agreement by and be-

tween San Joaguin & Kings River Canal &

Irrigation Compaxy, Incorporated, and Gustine

Drainage District skhall be filed by said

Cozpeny with thls Comuissiom within thirty

(30) deys after its final executiom.

The Commission hereby reserves continuing
Jurisdiction in this proceeding to the end

© that it may cancel 2ll or modify amy of the
terns or provisions in the agreement author-
ized to be executed in the foregoing para-
graph should such procedure be necessary at
any time in the future to prevent pollution
injurious to eny of the utility's water users.

For all other purpcses the aﬁreétive date of this Crder

shall be twenty (20) days from and =i cer the date hereof.




The foregoing Opinion and Oxder are hereby epproved
and ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad
Commlssion of the State of Californiea. .

Dated at Sam Francisco, Celiformia, this o//

b ———

day

of June, 1938.




