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BEFORE THE RAILROAD CO~SSION OF THE S'rA!I.'E OF C.AI..I.'70RNIA.. 

In the !~tter or the Application or 

LEONARD P. WIKOFF 

tor a certiticate that public conven-
ience and necessity require or will 
require the exercise or certain 1"ra:o.-
chise rights and the construction or 
a plant and system tor supplying ex-
change telephone service and electric 
ener~l !or the purposez of light, heat 
and power in the unincorporated town 
or 29 Palms, end territories adjacent 
thereto in the County o! San Bernar-
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Application No. 20642 ~ 

w. R. W111io.mz, tor Applicant. 

BY 'liE..::!: CO:::;ltlISSION: 

!n the above entitled app11cation Leonard P. Wikor! 

under date ot February 4, 19~8, tiled a supplemental applica-
tion requesting the Railroad Commi:s1on or the State or Calif-
ornia to grant a certifioate of public convenienoe end necessity 

authorizing applicant to furnish electric energy tor light, heat 
and power in the community ot 29 Palms, and to exercize the 

rights and privileges set forth in Ordinance No. 437 of the 
County 0'1: San Bernardino tor the construction, llltlintenance and 

o~eration of facilities to render such electrio service. 
A public hearing was held before E~$m1ner McCaffrey 

in 29 PalmS on April 7, 19~8, at Which t~e evidence was ~re$ented 

end the metter submitted. 
On June 2j, 19;6, applicant filed his original a~p11-

cation in the above entitled matter and thiz Commission issued 

its order (Decision No. 29212) granting, subject to certain 



oonditions, a certificate ot ~ublic convenience and necessity 

to exercise t~e rights and ~rivilcges authorized under Ordinance 

No. 437 by the Board or Su~ervisors ot San Bernardino COunty, 

State ot Call1"orn1a. 
Since tee conditions 01' the above reterred to order 

were not tully complied with, the certi~icate ot public oon-
venience and necessity bec~ fnvalid. Subsequently, under 
A~p11oation No. 21060 (Decision No. 29689), the Commission granted 
Desert Valley Utilities, a corporation, zubject to certain con-
ditions, a certiticate of public convenience and necessity to 

exercise the rights and privileges ot the aforesaid Ordinance 
No. 437. Desert Valley utilities was unable to cOx:lply with 
the conditions set forth in the Commission's order (Decision 

No. 29689) ~d theretore said certiticate likewise bec~e 

invalid .. 
According to the supplemental application, applicant 

then entered into an agreement vdth,the 29 ?alms p~tuel Electric 

Company to lease, operate and maintain a Diesel electric gener-

ating plant and. distr~:t)'Iltion to.,cUitie$ tor said 29 Po.l'ms Mutual 
Electric Co~any) which is in operation at the present 'time. 

However, it D/:JW appeers that 29 Palms M'Iltual Electric Co:D.Jtany 
desires to abandon its status and have the ~roperty operated as 

e. public utility. The 29 Palms Mutual :::lectric Com:pmlY made 

an assignment ot the aforementioned franchise (Ordinance No. 437) 

to app+1cant, conditional to applicant's securing a certificate 
ot :public convenience an~ necessity trom the Railrocd Commission 
within one hundred fifty days from April 6, 1938, and further, 

that applicant, Wi thin one h'llndred eighty days eSt or receiving 

suoh certificate, establish service. 
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It appears that applicant does not own the generating 
e~uipment and at the time ot hearing presented (EXhibit No.2) 

a lease agreement ~~th one Roger Payon tor the use thereot. 

Subsequently, under date of June 3, 1938, applicant through his 

counsel, W. R. Williams, submitted. a. new egreement dated 3une 2, 

1938, in lieu of the above mentioned agreement, between himselt 
and Henry 1. Xae1in tor the lea~e o~ certain generating equ1~ment. 

~~is agreement, by its terms subject to applicant's receiving 
the certiticate of public convenience and necessity from the 

Commission and the authorization by the Commission ot said agree-
~nt, supersedes any and all other contracts or agroements invol-
ving the generating equipment as itemized in the agreement. 

~he term ot this agreement is tor a period or ten 

years and it provides that the lessee shall pay, as a rental, 
• not less than seventy-five dollars per month, or twenty-tive per 

cent of the total gross revenue trom the sales ot electric energy, 
but not exceeding one hundred fifty dollars per month. It is 

further provided that the leszee may, after three years from date 
01" contract ~ut ~rior to siX years, ~urcha$e said,equi~ment tor 

eiGAty-five hundred dollars <*8"OO.OO}; and !rom said six years 
end :prior to nine years, purchase said equipment tor :C1tty-t1ve 

hundred dollars ($.5,,500.00); and in the last yea: only ot the 
term ot the contract, :purchase said equipment tor twenty-t1ve 

hundred dollars ($2,,500.00). 
Applicant heretofore, in com:pliance with Decision No. 

292l2, submitted a sworn statement dated ~ebruary 15, 1937, and 

filed Fe~ruary 2;, 19;7, setting torth in detail the expense ot 

acq,uiring the franchise 1"rom the County of San Berna.l"d1no, 
Ordinance No. 437, in the amount of $1,,50,5.00, and sti~ul~ted 

the.t he, his assigns 0:" lleirs will never claim e. value in excess 

of said cost tor the value ot said franchise. 
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The proposed public utility would re~lace the present 
, 

mutual c allpe.n:7 now operating in this terri tory. No one appeSl'ed 

to oppose the granting ot the application horein out, to the 

contrary , witnesses urged that it be grsnted. 

The record shows that while there may be some question 
as to the teasibility ot the enterprise because of the eompare-

ti vely tew eustomc!"s now to 'be served and, also, 'because ot certain 
tinancial dit~1cultiec, it nevertheless discloses there is a 

detinite need tor service. The Commission might 'be more hesitant 

in granting this certiticate it it were not tor the tact that 

electric service is elrea~ being rendered, and.accordingly, the 
present users or tho service have made certain expenditures to~ 
wiring and electrical equipment. It is 'believed that the 

applic~t operating as a ~u'blic utility will have greater stab-
ility than under tne present torm 01: oporation and that the 

customers will receive a cheaper and a higher standard 01: service. 

Under these Circumstances, it is tho opinion of the 
Commission that the application should be granted With the 
limitations specified in the order. 

SEC OND S'OPPIZMENT.AL ORDER 

leonard P. Wikoft having made ap~lication to the PAil-
ro~ Co~ssion tor a certificate that ~ublic convenience and 
:::.ecessity require the exercise 'by h:1:m ot certsin franchise 

rights and the furnishing of electric se=vice in the terri tory 

o'! 29 Palms and Vicini t:r, a hec.r1nS having been held in the 

proceeding and the matter having 'been submitted tor decision, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a certi1:icate or public con-
venience and necessity to exercise the rights and privilege3 
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authorized by the Board ot Supervisors or San Bernardino County 

under Ordinance No. '437, dated August 31, 19~6, be and the same 

is hereby granted to Leonard P. ~';ikort, subject to the following 

conditions and not otherwise: 

l. Ap~lieent sh~ll tile a written acceptance ot the 
certificate herein granted within a period of 
not to exceed thirty (,0) days from the date 
hereof. 

2. Applicant shall tile within thirty (,0) days an 
original and tour copies ot rate schedules and 
rules and regulations satisfactory to the Rail-
road Co:mmics1on. 

3. The authority herein granted shall apply only 
within that particular area specitied. in Ordin-
ance No. 4~7 or San Bcrnar~ino County, as 
tollows: 

Township One North Range Eight East 
n n n "Nine ff 

" n " "Ten " 
" "South" Eight " 
If "n n Nine " 
n "n n Ten " 

San Bernardino Base and. Meridian, 

in the community generally known as 29 Palms; 
provided, however, that the Railroad Commission 
may hereafter, by cppropriate orders, revoke 
or limit as to territory served by Leonard P. 
Wikoff, his successors or assigns, the authority 
herein granted. 

4. Applicant shall advise the Commission immediately 
thereatter the date on Which service is commenced 
and the date on ~ich he bas complied with all the 
requirements or the assignment of the atore-
mentioned tranchise. 

5. The rights and privileges herein authorized may 
not be discontinued, sold, leased, transterred 
or assigned, unless the ~itten consent of the 
Railroad Commission to such discontinuance, sale, 
lease, transfer or assignment has first been 
obtained. 

6. The authority herein granted is not to be, construed 
as an a~proval or the payments made under the lease 
as to the purchase price or the property in question, 
nor is sueh authority to be hereafter urged betore 
this Commission or other public body or court as a 
measure of the value of said property tor any 
p~ose other than here used as incidental to the 
issue ot this certificate. 
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• 
7. ~he authorization herein sranted shall lapse 

and 'become null and void i:r not exercised wi thin 
one year trom the date hereof. 

.. , 

For all other purposes the eftective date of this Order 

sball 'be twenty (20) days trom and atter the date hereof. 

.. 

Dated at San :~ancis¢o, ali'" ,/. . i :? !-~~ C ,I,. oX'nJoa, t.c. s __ tC~~;;.J,-.. __ _ 

day or ~'~ , 19~8. 
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