
Decision No. @~ 
<'~~! 

i3E?OP.E T"ilE RP.ILROlill CO~il;XSSIo!l OF TEE S1!A.TE OF CALIFORNIA 1Y4( 
:::1 tho 1,:0.-: ter of the App1ica. tion of N02TID\'ESTERN ) 
PACIFIC R.O\IL.':\OAD CO!,:PA!~ry for au thori ty to close ) ApplicD. tion 
it::: agoncy o.t Ls.:-kspuX'" Ma.ri::l Cou."1'/jy" California.) No. 21895 

R. S. ~.~yers" fo::- applicant 
IIIartinelli & Go.rdiner" by S. W. Gardiner" for the 

City of Larkspur. 
H. J. Sho:-t" for the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 

BY T~-IE CmTI:;ISSION: 

o PIN ION 

In this Q.pplicatien North\'/0stern Pacific Ra.ilroad Company 

:-eque3ts per:n.ission to a.bandon its agency at Lo.rkspur" I~Io.::"in CO'U."'lty" 

s..."'ld continue it a.s a non-agency station .. By 0. supplement to the 

applico.tion, filed on ~,~c.y 28" 1938" Railwa.y Express Agency" L"lc." 

'boco.:ne a po.rty to the proceeding c.nd asl~ed that it be a.utho:-ized 

to abandon it3 agency at Larkspur. 

A public hCQ.:'ing \ .... 0.3 held in this :rna tter before Examiner 

30.11 in Lo.rkspU!' on Juno 1" 1938" at 'which time the ;ms.titor was sub­

mitted upon the fili::lS of 'briefs. Briefs r...ave now beon filed and 

the ~~tter ie now ready for decision. 

At the hearing" applicant R~,il\'lay Expre:::::: Agency" Inc." 

Qskcd th~t its applicution to ~b~ndon L~rkepur Agency be dio~issed 

o.s it h~d o.rranged w1th 0. 10c0.1 po.rty to act a.::: 1ts o.eent in tho 

event the railroad asency was closed. 

Larkspur ~s located u~on tho electric interurban diviSion 

o~ l'iorthweotern Pacific Ro.ilror:l.d Company. All po.s::;eneer service ie 

!,c::"i'o:::'med by electri~ tra:i.m: running between 8m Rafael and Manor" 

on the one hand, and Sausalito on the other. At Saus~lito connections 

o.:-e rr'...?de \'1i th passenSor ferry to and fro::n So.n Francisco. Froight 

service in this o.rOo. is performed by steo.m freight trains sUpplemented 

by Pa.cific r,:otor Truck1nG Compo.ny service. 
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'rho ~Ca~0st ~Zencies to Lnrk~pur ~re S~n ~~~elmo~ 3 miles 

~o~th~ ~~d Sau~a1ito~ 7 miles ~outh. Adjacent to Larkspur are the 

towno of Corte :r,:~dera~ eight-tenths of 0. mile south~ Kentfie1d~ 1.3 

miles ~orth~ and Ross 2.1 ::nilo::: north. These l~tter location:;:;. (I.re 

served by non-O,Gency stations ~t present~ although in the p~ct agencies 

~.·e~_e m~lnt~'ned ~~e~c~t (1) • ., ....... ""... 1.1 .... ' _ ...... 

App11co..."'l t contend.s thut the amount ot businoss transactod 

~t Larkspu~ does not require the continued maintenance of the agent. 

In ~upport of this contention, applicant 1ntroduced EY~1b1ts No~. 1 

~~d 2, purportins to ~how the ~evcnuec o.ccru1ng to the Larkspur s.Sency~ 

o.nd the expense of main'~a1ni.ns the agency. '1"ne following 1::: 0. ~esurn.e 

o~ tho facts shown in these two cy.hib1ts: 

E:-:hib1t 1: 
Revonue :lccruine to )Jorthwo:::rbcrn P~cif1c Rc.ilroad Comp=my. 

Station Do.t~: 

&lZGo.ge handled 
Number of wc.y billo made 
Number of freight bills ronde 
Number of Weste:'n Union messo.gos 

;:'reight Received ::md Porwarded: 

C~loo.d::: - N~bcr of car::: 
Cc.rlosd Revcnue - Local.::· 

It n _ Interline 
Less-th~n-Co.rloo.d Revenue - Loc~l'::-

rr II It n Intorl1no 

?~zzensers ~~d Revenue: 

Agency rcporto n~~ber of pus:enscro 
(other than cornmuteo) 

Agency reporto - Pas~onger Revenue 
(other than commuteo) 

Year Ending 
2/28/38 

78 
33 

921 
508 

3~121 

~;~~ 715 

Yco.r Ending 
2/28/37 

83 
36 

1,435 
No record 

62 
~~ 124 
~,)2,073 
~;~ 281 
::~ 117 

3~2$3 

AGcncy reports - Number of con1.":':.ute bool{s sold 1,558 1,'"113 

::il8~ 638 Ascncy report::: - CO~~ut0 revenue 

(1) Abanaonment or tho:e 
Corte :I:udcr~ A'O. 
Kentfield b 
Ross Ir 

:lsencics wore ~uthor1zcd 
No. 15863 Decision No. 

15865 It 

15864 It 
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21751 - do.ted 
21753 
21752 

11/5/29 
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E:cl1.:i. "01 t 2: 
:...;ortliwestern P:3.cific Revenue, plus accruals 'co Southern Pacific Co. 

?~c~~ht received and forw~ded: , 

Ca::-1oads - cars 
Co.rload Revenu.e 

It u 

L.C.L. Revenue 
If It 

local';:' 
- inte::-line 
- 10c0.1·::· 

intc::-11nc 

Po.ssenp:e:- a.nd Revon1.:.e: 

A3cncy reports nur.~cr of p~s:cnZorc 
(excluding commutos) 

AGency re~orts w Passenger Revenue 
( e:·:o 1 udinS c O::l.":'lU to ~ ) 

Year Ending 
2/28L:tJ8 

67 
:::; 698 
~2,043 
~? 425 
:~ 82 

3,121 

818 

Asency reports - ~rum'be:- of cor.nnuto books cold 1,,558 

Co!=ute revenuo 

Year Ending 
2(28/..37 

62 
:i? 80S 
:t?1,638 
:;? 436 
:;~ 35 

3 .. 293 

'''. 99P. ~;? -

1 .. 743 

,I!,S 6'7.8' 
'I~ .. .;) 

.::' = :?o::' the i tOT:"S of loco.l fro 1::;ht revenue.. the o.moun ts shovm 
~:'c one-ho.lf of tho actual revenue" in order to allocate 
or credit to thio s'tio.t10n its proportion of the reVenuos 
derived therofrom. 

Bstim.:;.tod :mnual cto:cion expense ~:\l,,856 (Exhibit::: land 2) .. 

Applica.nt's witne:::::: pointed out that in his opinion agency 

service is not neceos~ry for the purpose of handling carload bu~1ne$~ 

0:::' ~or the selling of COrr.l:nute ticl~ets" ~nd that the o.sent is only 

u::::c~ul for the ho.nd11nS of les:;;-than-c3.rloo.d fr'e ic;ht bus inc::;:;; and 

:\0. 1) o....'1d ';~;110 PO:' mo::th" inclucli!'l3 c..cc:,uc.lz to Southern Po.c:tf1c 

C om'O o.rl'~r • oJ 

Applico.nt pOinted out tho.t when 0. po.tron dosires 0. COl!l.'nUtc 

ticket" and no c..:;cnt iz o.vc,ila.'ble" he buys 0. one-wo.y ticket from the 

tr~i!'l conductor and ta.kos ~ receipt. Upon arr1vo.l ~t San ?ro.ncisco or 

c.ny other pOint whero ~ asent is main'bc.1nod, he pu~~oha.ses o. co::r.muto 

tickot fo:, t;1':.:1.o full o.mount lecc the o.:rr.ount p:lid for the O::lC-wo.y ticket. 

'.1."':.'11::: !n\iolve~ tv:o transactions in tho procurement of a cOrrlr.".ute ticlcet. 

Exhibits No:;;. 1 and :2 :::ho\': tho.t for tho yeo.r cncling E'ebruary 28, 1938, 
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1,,558 CO!':':Illute book:; wor0 sold throush the Lo.:'kspur c.e;oncy" 0:::- o.n 

a.vcro.sc of 130 per :1.0:1tl::., which !'0oul t:::; in an o.voraSc monthly CO!n:l:..ute 

revenue of 0574. 

In 'che event tho app11co.tion 10 .sranted, applicant proposes 

to rr'.!linto.in 0. ro.:tlroad telephone o.t the :::to.t1ol1, through v:hich the 

public may ::::celc :i.n:ro:::,::lO.t.:i.o~ 0:::' tro.ns:1ct :::-n.ilrco.a. businesc w~t.h the 

t:r:c.n-co.rloo.cl frc isht in the i':-o1.::ht hol1.zC uncler lock o.nd o.ppoi:lt c. 

loc~,l rcsic.cnt :1S cu::. todio.n of tne key, from whom it can be secured 

by :'oceive:::'s or ohippcrs of fro~"eht in ordc!' 'co enter' 'I;he freight 

hou::c. Upon the:::e Srounds c.pplica.nt u.rge::: tho.t it be s.llowod. to 

dispcnse with o.e;ency sc:::,vicc o.t L8.:::,kspur. 

IJ.lhe gro.nt:i.ns of 'cho o.pplicc.t10n Vlo.:: opposed by the City of 

L:::.rkspt1r c.nd the Order of :\01 lroad Telcero.p!lerz on the ground tho.t 

public convenience ~~d necossity require railroad o.sency service ut 

tno .. t loco.tion. Since tho abandonment of tho o.scncies o.t Co:rte Ma.dera 

und Kentfield, it WIlS shown tho.t the cn'tire com."r.unity from Corte 

l';:c.dc:-s, to Kentflo1c., " .. hlch includes L8.rk3pUl"~ oakes use of 'che Lo.rk-

spur age~cy fo~ all clo.sscs of :-ailroad service" including the purcho.ce 

0 .,. "'~n""'c t"" ....... ... w ..... \;J"'"'" - .L.,:.', round ~rip, comnluto and school tickets , :receiving and 

payins cho.rccs on inbo~~d frei~ht, both carload and less-than-curloud 

o.cjustmcnt of f:-oisht charseo and gene:-o.l railroad information. 

All prote ::ltinS v:itnesses contended tho. t the ho.nd11ng of 

:-c.il:-oad bu=1~css at Larkspur as u non-agency station would bo 1n-

convenient and ~~catisfactory) and urged tha.t a railroad agont was 

a necos~ity for tho transaction of railroad business by the entire 

C o~"rXD :i. ty • 

Larkspur is loco:l;od in abou.t the center of tho suburban 

area. of l',:arin Cou.rl't~r, and hc\s beon served by the intorurban electric 

pas~enGcr service o.nd stcan~ freiGht servicc of applicant for many 
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years. Larkspur and its adjacent co~unitie~ have built up largely 

adjacent to the railroad. 

'l"'.c.ere now remains but one open agency in tho co:r.munity 

betweon Sausalito and S9n Anselmo, and that io at Lo.rk;;;pur, o.nd 

tl~c record shov:s that it pc:ofo:oms a. u3o.t'\'11 service. The average 

revenue received for pas~en3er tickets (excluding co~~ute so.les) 

and loss-than-carload frcisnt does not equal the average monthly 

e~~cn$e, but includinG the revenue fro~ co~~ute book sales and 

carloc.c. freight, tho revenues for the totc.l ::'lore than offset the 

expense. 

The method used by applicant in its :::o.le of COl!L.'i'.:ute 

books by train conductors involves t~o transactions, as outlined 

:::.bove, c.nd. is more incont'e:cient to the pa trOD than if he could 

go to the agency at Larlcspur :md purcha~e his co:mr.:.ute boole in one 

transaction. 

The record of this Commission clearly shoVls th$.t a.ppli-

cc.ntTs C03t of operation exceeds its revenue, and it is imperative 

that econo::1ies be T1adc wherever possible. In the insta.nt co.so, 

ho\,:ever, the record indico.tez tho. t public convenionce and necessity 

of' an open aSency a.t Lc..rkspur Ou.tweiSh ·I;he economies derived from 

its closing. Applicant should look elsewhere to effect economies. 

lbo o.pplico.tion of .both ~orthV'leste:,n Po.cii'ic Rc.ilroo.d 

COl':1!)?.ny and Rail\':ay E.~ress Agency", Inc., will therefore be denied. 

Inasmuch as the relief :::ought is denied, no :,u1inS i3 

necessa.ry on the reotion of !)rotcsto.nt City of ~rkspur to dismiss 

the application. 

o R D E R 

A public hec.rins havins been held, briefs having been 
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filc~, Qnd the m~tter beins duly submitted, 

IT IS Iii!:?EBY ORDJ:;::~D the. t .L-\pplica tion No. 21895, o.nd the 

~u~~10~ent thereto. be ~nd the ~~~e is hereby denied. 
-~ '/'"" ~ 

D..,tcd "t .~ ~ p' • d '., C'" 1" fo ..... n~" th'~ !". ~ ~ ~ - ~ ..,. ....... _!!!?l .. l "".... ...' ~ 1 ~ J. .I. J.+";.t,, ... - ;> 

Co~ 
19::58. 

do.y of 

Comrr.1s::; ionor::! 

~ 
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