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co::t of providing certain grade separation:) and) Application 
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Comp~y and Union Pacific R$dlroad Company. 
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the State of California. 

OPINION -------
L~ this proceeding tbe City of Los Angeles seeks an order 

approvir~ ~~d re~uiring a grade separation between Aliso Street and 

the tr:lc}:s of TAO Atchison" Topeka. and Santa Fe Railway Company, 

located on the west bank of the Los Angeles Rivt)r , and the tracks ot 

tho Los Angele: & Salt Lake Ru1lroad Company and its lezseo , Union 

Po.cit:Lc Railroad Company (hereinafter somet1mes referred to as 

Union P~cif1c)" loco.ted on the eo.:t bank ot the Los Angele~ River7 

and al$o apportioning the coot ot oaid separation betweon tho variouo 

1ntorested parties. 

Public hearings on this proceeding were held at Los Angeles 

on April 27th and September 13th" 1938. 

P~oific Electric Ru11way Company's interurban double-track 

lino occupied the center of Aliso Street 1n tho vic1n1ty of tho Los 
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Angeles River. This double-track line departs from Aliso Streot 

to tho company's ~riv~te right of way to the north of Aliso Street 

at a poi~t about one hundred ~~d fifty foet east of Mission Road. 

The grade crossings involved in this proceeding consist of the 

following: 

(a) Tho grade c~os$ing o~ Aliso Street and P~~if1~ Elec-
trie Railway Company's track with Contor Streot. 

(b) ~ne srade crossing of Aliso Street and the tracks of 
Paciric Electric Railway Company with tho traeks of 
The Atch.1son, Topel~a a.~d Santa Fe ReL lwo.y Company" 
located on the west bank of the river, and consist-
1r.g or two main lino tracks, ono sido track and a 
spur track located two hundred thirty teet to the 
west of the west bank of the Los Angeles River. 

(c) The grade crossing of Aliso Streot and Pacific Elec
tric Rnilway CompanyT~ tracks with the tracks of tho 
Union P~cit1c R~lro~d located on the east bank ot the 
Los Angeles River ~nd cO~$1stins ot one main line 
track, two c1de tracks, and one interchange track 
with Pacific Electric Railway Company. 

(d) The grade crossing of Pacific Electric Railway CompanyTs 
double~track line with tho intersection or Aliso Streot 
o.nd 1f.1ssion Road. At t:c.is point the 1mprovement will 
consiot of a tr~oe-level separation, namely: 

( 1) A low leve 1 drl veway along Mis s ion Road '!.lOde:' 
the present intersection of Mission Road and 
Aliso Street, to accommodate through traffic 
along Mission Roa.d. 

(2) Co~on intor$0ction betwoen Mission Road o.nd 
Aliso Streot $ approxtmntely the present level, 
to accommoda.te tr'affic along Aliso Street and 
R~ono. Boulevard and the interchAnge of traffic 
betwoen these two hlghws,ys ond Mission Roo.d. 

(3) A viaduct over the ent1re intersection, carry
ing Pacific Electric Railway Co~panyTs tracks. 

(e) Tne grade crossing of Pacific ElectriC Railway Co~any's 
doubleMtrack line with tho north ho.lf of Ramono. Boulevard, 
which i3 a continuation of Aliso Street to the east, at a 
point about one hundred feot east of the east line of 
1'i1ssion Road. 

It is pro~osed to effect these separations by elevating 

Aliso Streot and the Pac1fic ElectriC tracks. The grade ot: Aliso 

Streot a.nd these trac}::s will be constructed a. t a. comr.:.on level to 

a point on the ca.st bank of the Los Angele: River. At this point 
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the gr~de of Aliso Street and th~t of The P~cific Electric tr~ck: 

\":ill depart by dopressing the grade of' Aliso Streot to meet the 

p!'escnt ,srade of :Mission Road. The tra.cks of Pacific Electric 

Railway Company are to be continu0d on an elevated structure to 

the ellot of the Los Angeles River over W~ssion Road and the north 

half of Ramona Boulevard to tho company's private right of way to 

the northeast thereof. 

The improve~ent also will involve reconstructing the Aliso 

Street bridge OV0r the Loo Angeles River to a higher level" to meet 

the new grade lino o~ Aliso Street. The ze~eral plan of effecting 

this project is sho~~ on applicsnt'o ~~1bits Nos. 2" 3" and 5. It 

is estimated thnt the entire project will cost something in excess 

of ~?2"OOO"OOO. 

The record shows that Aliso Streot, in addition to carrying 

an import~t interurban line of Pacific Electric Railway Company, 

accommodates a large volume of v0hiculs.r traffic - in fact" 1t may 

be p:'operly sto,'ced that Aliso Street is now one of the ::nost important 

h!.ghway arteries lending to the east of' the business section of Los 

Angeles v:hich crosces the Los Angeles River. 'me ev1dence also shows 

t~t, under prevailing conditions, there ic serious traffic congestion 

along Aliso Street within the limits of the p~oposed project. This 

congestion is acco~ponied by tne attendant hazard to veh1cula~ traffic. 

T~o importance of Aliso St~eet as a highwuy artery will increase with 

the opening of the new Los Angelos Union Passenger Term1n~1, located 

to the north o~ Aliso Street. and east of Alameda Street. Exb1bit No. 

6 shows that there is a tent~tive plan to extend Aliso Street west 

to a connection with Sunset Boulevard" which, if effectod" will make 

Aliso Street one of tne most important highway arteries in the City 

of Los Angeles. 
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At the hoaring on Septcmb~r 13, 1938, the Commission was 

advi~ed th~t tho partieD hnd tentatively reached an agreement on tho 

c.~estion of apportionmont of cost and a seneral plan of procedure 1n 

effecting this separation and requested that the matter be continued 

~ti1 Nove~bor 2, 1938, for furthor hearing unless, in the meantime, 

the parties hD.d filed with the COmmission s. stipulation providing 

:fo:' 'che a:pportionmen t of cos t and the geXleral conditions u:oder which 

the separation would be effected; if, in the opinion of the Commission, 

this filing should justify the issuance of an order, such an order 

would be entered by the Commission, based upon the record thus tar 

adduced, 1ncl uding the s tipula tion wl"..ich was to become a. pa:rt of 

the formal record. 

S\:.ch 0. stipulation ha.s now been filed with the COmn'..1ssion, 

which shows that the parties are in agrecmeXlt on apportionment of 

cost and the general plo..n of procedure in eftect:lng this proje,:t. 

T'.o.e otipulat10n provides further that tho parties will enter 11. to 

s. fOl'=.a1 agreecent covering the detuiled prog::-am of how the vs.::-ioue 

~h~ses of the wo~k will be ca~ried out and ho~ the structure shall 

be mainta1ned l such agreement to be filed with the Comm1esion for 

it~ approvsl, when it 13 fin~lly eXecuted by all parties. 

It is further understood and agreed that the City of Los 

.~~eles will p:epare dets11ed plans tor this entire project which, 

when co~pleted and approved by the carrie~s involved, will be tiled 

with the Com::.ission for ito approya1. 

It is apparent fro~ this record that the Aliso Street 

o~ade cros:ing situation involved herein presents an unsatisfactory 

condition from the standpoint of both traffic congestion and hAzard 

and that the proposed plan of separation will allow the trat:f'ic to 

move freely without the attendant traffic inter~erence which now 

obtains. It is concluded th~t the Co~iss1on should at this t1me 



enter an order approving the propooed plan of grade separat10n and 

apport10n the expensos in ~ccordance with the provisions sot rorth 

1~ the said stipulation. 

The following form of Order is recommended: 

ORDER 

Public hear~ng3 having been held on the above-entitled 

proceeding and the ,urtiec ~v1n3 reached an agreement as to the 

~ethod of effecting thio separation and the apportionment of the 

co~t of s~e, as eVidenced by the stipulation, and basing this Order 

upon thi~ agreement ~,d the otipulat10n; 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that: 

I. Th.e Cit;r of Los A.ngelos is hereby authorized to construct 

0. viaduct, by carrying Aliso Streo'c and the Pacific Electric Ro.ilwa.y 

Company's track5 over the tracks of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway Company and Los Angeles & Salt Lake Railroad Company and its 

lessee, Union Pacific Railroad Comp~y" substantially in accordance 

wi th tho plans filed in thio procoeding (Exhibits No" •. 2, 3 .. and 5). 

II. 'rhe cost of construct10n of sa1d viaduct .. including the 

o.cq,uisi tion of right of ",\'o.y" ch~nges in tracl<:s and yards ot: tho rail-

roads on the east and west banks of the LO$ A-~geles Riv~" and all 

other costs incurred in connect1on with the acquisition and construc

tion of th0 Ali~o Street Viaduct, shall be allocated and paid as set 

forth in the he~c1nabov~-mentionod stipulation" ~s follows: 

*77.59% by the City of Los Angolos; 

34% of 22.41% by Tho Atchison" Topeka. & Sm ta. Fe 
Railway Co~pany; 

42% of 22.41% by tho Pacific ,ElectriC Ra1lwo.y Company; 

24:~ of 22.41% by the Los Angeles & Salt Lake Ra1lroad.-CompDllY 
and its lessee" Union Pacif1c Railroad Co., collectively. 

* The portion of the cost of the project he~eiDabove 
a~cated to the City of Los Angelo3 may be pa1d either 
in total by the City of Los Angeles or i~ part by a~ 
other public agency or agenCies. 
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III. (a) ~~'hen the asreec.ent reterred to in the foregoing Opinion 

is executed, covering the obligations of the parties regnrdulg the ac

q,uisi tion end construction ot said "U1so Street viaduct, two copies 

thereof shall be filed with the Commission tor its c,pprovol. 

(b) When plans for the said .. Uise Street project are pre-

pared and approved by the interested pQrties, a copy ot the s~e shall 

be !'iled with the Commission for its approvu.l. 

IV. Within six (6) months after the completion of the Aliso 

Street viaduct, the City of Los Angeles shall tile with the Commission 

e. co::lpletion rep ort. shov;ing the total co st of such work and the o..uan ti-

ties ot material used or moved, the labor charges thereon and such other 

expenses as may have been incurred, and setting forth the respective 

sh~0S of the total costs that have been allocated to the various 

parties required by this order to share in the total cost ot the project. 

V. During construction only, side clearances ot seven and one-

halt teet end overhead clearances of eighteen teet may be maintained, 

provided train crews are notitied thereot by either bulletin or train 

order, end provided, turther, that trains do not oxceed f1tteen (15) 

miles per hour when moving through said impaired clearances. 

VI. The Commission reserves the right to make such turther 

orde~s in this proceeding as to it may seem ri@lt and proper. 

The authority herein granted shall become ettective on the 

date hereot. 

The toreeoing Opinion and Order ere hereby approved and 

ordere~ tiled as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission or 

the State ot Calitornia. 

Dated at LfIJ au., J.p.. , California, October ~ "J. 1938 • 

.....---...cp 

commissioners 
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