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Decision No. 

BEFORE ?nE R~tROAD CO~ISSICN OF TrlE STATE OF Ca~FORNIA 

!n tho !t.z.tter 0: the ",,"pplication of 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC &'J.LWl-..Y COUPA..,\TY, a 
corporation, For Authority to Abandon 
Passenger Service on That portion of 
Its Los Angeles-San Pedro via Torrance 
Line Between Torrance (Plaza Del Amo) 
and San Pedro, in the Co~ty of Los 
Angeles, Calitornia. 

----- ....... -~-,.-- .......... -- ... 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) Application 
) No. 21994 
) 
) 
) 

-) 

C. \'I. Cornell tor Pacific Electric Railway 
Company. 

K. Chas. Bean and S. M. Lanham, tor The Board 
of Public Utilities and Transportation or 
the City ot Loo Angeles, Interested 

Party. 

Leonard J. young, tor City ot TOrrance, 
Protestant. 

Lena M. Preston, for Harbor City Chamber of 
Commerce, Protostant. 

BY TFE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

This is an application tiled by the Pacific Electric Rail­

way Com~any seeking authority to abandon passenger service on 

that portion or its Los Angeles-San Pedro via Torrance line 

bet\':eon Torrance and San Pedro, Los Angelo,S County. 

A public hearing in this prooeeding was conducted before 

Examiner Agar at Los Angeles on September 23rd, 1938, at which time 

the matter was taken under submission and is now ready tor decision. 

BY reterence to Exhibit 3 attached to the application, it 

will bo noted that, excepting for two outbound schedules', one 

or which leaves 10s Angeles at 6:00 o'clock .b.. U., the other at 

5:25 ? M., and one inbound schedule leaving Torrance at 7:14 

A. M., all of the service proposed in this application to be 

abandoned, is shuttle service co~ecting with Redondo Beach trains 

at Hermosillo. sunday service on the line, without excep-

tion, consists or Shuttle operation between Hermosillo and 



San Pedro, connecting at Hermosillo with Redondo Beach via 

Gardena line trains. 

Although the application proposes to discontinue the opera­

tion of the 5:25 P.M. through-train from Los Angeles, it is in­

tended that ~ shuttle connection with a Redondo Beach train at 

Eermosillo will give service to Torrance on approximately the 

s~e schedule as is the case at present. 

A 3-day check ot the inbound traffic on that portion ot the 

line pro~osed to be abandoned is attached to the application as 

~y~ibit c. 2eterence to this check shows that on the heaviest 

day, namely Saturday, January 22nd, 1938,total revenue derived trom 

the 15 inbound sched~les amounted to $17.75. On that day 91 re­

venue passengers were h8Jldled on these schedules. The record. 

shows that the travel on the portion ot the line over which it 

is proposed to discontinue passenger service is not productive 

of sufficient revenue to warrant the continued operation of such 

service and, in the opinion of witnesses for th.e applicant, there 

is no prospect of sufficient business in the future to justify 

its continuance. 

The testimony indicates that, under the presont method of 

o,eration a net annual loss of $5143.00 is being incurred; whereas 

~der th.e pro,osed plan of operation tbis loss i~u1d be reduced 

to $948 .. 00 per year. 

Further than this, it is estimated that $1903.00 per year would 

be diverted to th'9 Redondo Beach via Gardena line and, if such 

were the case, th,e result would be an income of $1055.00 per year to 

the company in~tcad or the loss of' $846.00 indicated ~bove. 

In the estimate ot out-or-pocket expenses sho~vn on Exhibit 

D, no item for way and structure expenses has been included for 

the reason that operations are over tracks that will be continued 

tor freight service. However, a witness for the applicant testi­

fied that, due to the tact that a higher standard of maintenance 

is re~uired tor passenger operation than is the case tor treight 
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operation, there would be a saving ot approximately $2800.00 per 

year in mainte~ance costs, it passenger operation were discontin­

ued. 

Several ~ersons appeared at the hearing and protested against 

the r~moval ot the zervice as proposed, particularly through the 

Ha~~or City area, it being their contention that, it service over 

the rail, lille were discontinued, they would be lett entirely with­

out ~ublic transportation. ~xamination ot these protestants how­

ever, developed the tact that the service is little used except as 

a convenience to those persons who may desire to make occasional 

trips to Torrance or San Pedro. 

Exhibit b shows that the area will not be entirely without 

service tor the reason that the Motor Coach Corporation operates 

through substantially the same area as that where rail service is 

proposed to be abandoned. 

A witness tor this latter company testified that at one time 

coaches were operated through the ~arbor City area, but that fail­

ure to develop suffiCient patronage resulted in a re-routing over 

the pri;}sent line. This 'N'i tness also testified that, in his 

opinion, thero was not sufticient potential patronage at the 

:prese:c.t tiI:lc to warrant consideration or a plan to route the 

coaches through Earbor City. 

Exhibit C, as substantiatea by verbal testimony at the hear­

ing, shO'lts olearly that there is little usc made ot the service 

through the area involved, and indicates that it would hardly 

seem reasonable to reQuiro a carrier to maintain a service tor 

the benefit ot these comparatively tew patro~s, when such ser-

vice is being conducted at an out-of-pocket loss. 

Careful consideration of the record in this proceeding, 
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lo~,t:.: to the cor:.clt.:.::i.on tl~ t t~1e c..l'Plico.tlo:1 to o.bo..'"l.don se::,vice 

0.: :';::'090 sed :l. s reasonable, ~u:.d, c.h.ould be s!'antod. 

'::.':10 1'0110':::::::0; order ... :::'11 so pro v:i.c.c: 

:'ully 

Co:mpo.r:.:t i~ hereo'j· a-J.thori Zt;c: to cli~continue the 090ro.t10n of 

Street ana. .t'1D.:c. Del ~\.-no, (Plaza. Dol I1J':'.o etaI') in the city of 

'i'orra.ncc on the north, ~mcl Fil'th Street (ro.ci:'ic :i':::lectric Station) 

SOon ?cdro on the ooutl1; anci. to cOoncel" in conforr.-...:Lty with the 

:'"J.les of thi::: Com.'1Ji::;slon .• 0.11 po.::;oene;er rate tori!'!: 1,;'..!1d time 

::;cr ... oc..ule: pc:,ts.inin.3 thereto. 'll1is authorizo.tion is subject to 

(1) The ?ub1:Lc ::;l~a.ll be :;J..ven not leos than ten 
(10) c'.ay:;! r.otico ~")rio:::, to tr.e abo.ndorunc:nt" 
by po:::ting notices in 0.11 cars operating on 
the line, o.nd o.t all ::;tatlons affected. 

(2) A9:Jlicant C,l'l.cJ.l" v:::'t~l;'n thirty (90) do.yz 
'~hereai't Ol" -' no t :l.fy ti1:l.S Cor.unis si on i:r. \'11"1 t ing 
of the o.bo.ndo:n:n0...'1.t of the pc..3:JEmscr Z0rv~ce 
herein o:\A.thorizec., o.n6. of it:J compliance 
\'.-,i til the concUt::'ons of t:'l.:~S o:::,dcr. 

(~) ''::'ne c.uthorizat:Lon ~:e:rein ::x'antec:. shull lapse 
CU"ld -occo~e void i:' ~10t oxcre::' oed. wi thin one 
'Ycc.r :.:':::'0::: th€l ',::'c.tc llc:::'oei' unlc~c r'..lrther time 

is zro....'1toc. by SUb3CQUC~t erG.er .. 



For all other ~urposes the effective date or tAie Order 

shell be twenty (20) days from the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this )-f~ day of 

October, 1938. 

COml'!'lissioners. 


