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Decision No. 31383

BEFORE THZ RATLROAD COMELISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Metter of the 4pplication of
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, a
corporation, For Authority to Abandon
Passenger Service on That Portion of
Its Los Angeles~San Pedro via Torrance
Tine Between Torrance (Plaza Del Amo)
and Sen Pedro, in the County of Los
Angeles, Callfornia.
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C. W. Cornell for Pacific Zlectric Rallway
companye

Ko Chase Bean and S. M. Lanham, for The Board
of Public Utilities and Transportation of
the City of Los angeles, Interested

Party.

Leonard J. Young, for City of TOrrance,
Protestant.

Lena M. Proston, for Harbor City Chamber of
Commexrce, Protostant.

BY T=E COMMISSION:
OPINTION

This is an application filed by the Pacific Zlectric Reil-
way Com;any seeking authority to abandon passenger service on
that portion of its Los angeles-San Pedro via Torrance line
between Torrance and San Pedro, Los Angeles County.

4 public hearing im this proceedlng was conducted before
Txaminer Ager at Los Angeles on September 23rd, 1938, at which time
the matter was teken under submission and is now reedy for decisione

By reference to Zxhibit B sttached to the application, it
will be noted thet, excepting for two outbound schedules, one
of which leaves Los angeles at 6:00 o'clock &. M., tne‘other at
5:25 P. ., &and ome inbound schedule leaving Tprrance at 7:14
Ae M., 8ll of the service proposed im thls application to be
abandoned, is shuttle service conmecting with Redondo Beach trains
at Hermosillo. Sunday service on the line, without excep-

tion, consists of shuttle operation between Eermosillo and
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Sar Pedro, comnecting at Hermosillo with Redondo Beach via
Gardena line trains.

Altbough the application proposes to discontinue the operaw-
tion of the 5:85 P,M. through-train from Los angeles, it is ine-
tended that o shuttle connection with a Redondo Deach train at
Zermosillo will give service to Torrance on approximately the
same schedule as is the case at present.

& O=day check of the inbound traffic on that portion of the
line proposed to be sbandoned is attached to the application as
Sxkibit C. Reference to this check shows that on the heaviest

day, nanmely Saturday, January 22nd, 1938,total revenue dexrived from

the 16 irbound schedules amounted to $£17.75. COn that day 91 re-

venue passengers were handled on these schedules. The record
shows that the travel on the portion of the line over which it

is proposed to discontinue passenger service is not productive

of sufficient revenue to warrant the continued operation of such
service and, in the opinion of witnesses for the applicant, there
is no prospect of sufficient business in the future to justify
its continuance.

The testimony indicates that, under the prescat method of
operation & net anmnual loss of §5143.00 is deing iIncurred; whereas
wader the proposed plan of operatlion this loss would be reduced
to £848.00 per year.

Further than this, it is estimated that $1903.00 per year would
be diverted to the Redondo Beach via Gardema line and, if such
were the case, the result would be an income of $1055.00 per year to
the company instcad of the loss of $848.00 indicated above.

In the estimate of out-of-pocket expenses shown on Zxhivit
D, no item for way and structure expenses has been included for
the reason that operations are over tracks that will be continued
for frelight service. However, a witness for the applicant testi-
fied that, due to the fac¢t that a higher standard of maintenance
is required for passenger operation than is the case for freight
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operation, there would be & saving of approximetely $2800.00 per
year ip meintenance costs, if passenger operation were discontin-
uede.

Several persons appeared at the hearing and protested against

the romoval of the service as proposed, particularly through the

Herbor City area, it deing their comtentiom that, if service over

the rail line werc discontinued, they would be left entirely withe
out public transportetion. ixamination of these protestants howe
ever, developed the fact that the service is little used except as
e convenience to those persons who may desire to make occasional
trips to Torrance or San Pedro.

ExXhiblt A shows that the area will not be entirely without
service for the reascon that the Motor Coach Corporation operates
through substantially the same area as that where rail service is
proposed t¢ be abandoned,.

A witness for this latter company testified that at one time
coaches were operated tarough the Zarbor City area, dut that falle
ure to develop sufficient patronage resulted in a re-routing over

ne present linme., This witness also testified that, in his
opinion, thero was not sufficient potential patronage at the
presexnt time to warrant conslderation of a plan to route the
¢coaches through Zarbor City.

Zxhibit C, ag substantiated by verbal testimony at the hear-
ing, shows clearly that there Is little usc made of the service
through the area involved, and indicates that it would hardly
seem reasonable to require a carrier to maintain a service for
the bonerlit of these comparatively few patrons, when such ser=-
vice is being conducted at an out-of~pocket l1losse.

Careful comsideration of the record in this proceeding,




to abandon service
ghould be granted.

lowing order will so provice:

Publlic heariny having beon held and the Commisslon belns
HEREEY ORLERED that the rPaciflce Electrle Rallway
Company Lo hereby authoriz te discontinue the operatlion of
vassenler scrvice on that nortlon of Lts Los Anzeles~San rfedro
via Gardena and Yorrance line, oetween the intersecction of Bordexr

Street ana rlaze Del Amo, (Plaza Dol Amo ctop) in the city of

orrance on thc north, and Firth Street (2faciric Zlectric Station)

San Zedro on the south; and to cancel, in conformity with the
»ules of thls Commicsion, all pacsenger rate tarlffs and tinme

schodules pertsining thereto. Thls authorization ls subject to
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the ITollowing ¢onditions:

(L) The public shall be given not lcsc than teon
(10) days! "otico prior to the abandonment,
by uovt’nu nocicos in all cars operating on
th line, and at all stations aflfected.

Applicant ashall, within thirty (350) days
uuchJltcr notify tals Cormission in wrlting
of the aoaﬁaonmcnu of the passen;er Service
hereln avthorized, and of 1ts comolliance

with the conq_t“.o*'xu of thls order.
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whe suthorizatlon nereln —ranted shall lapse
and bcco o vold 1f not oxerclised within one
ooy » the 2Jate acereoof unless Durther time
is Qrantec by subzequent order.




For all other purposes the effective date of tals QOrder

shell be twenty (20) deys from the date hereof.

Deted at San Francisco, California, this }E‘r day of

Octoder, 1938.

Commissioners.




