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BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 1/ IJ&Jjl 
In the M~tter or the Application of ~ 
YOS~~TE p;.,rue AND CURRY CO. for an 
in lieu certificate or public con­
venience and necessity .. 

Application No. 21$61 

JAMES S. MOORE, of Brobeek~ Pbleger and Harrison, 
for applicant. 

HARRY A. ENCELL, for W. H. Pimentel, doing bustness 
as Pierce Arrow Stages, as his interest may appear. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

Applicant Yosemite Park ~d Curry Co. possesses prescrip­

tive operative rights and certificates or public convenience and 

necessity for the transportation or passengers, bageage and 

property over various routes in general between Merced and Yosemite 

National Park; between Fresno ~d Yosemite National Park; between 

Yosemite N~tional P~rk and Tahoe City; and between Yosemite 

Na.tional Park (Yosemite Valley) a.."'la. Hetch Retcby'. 

Tae above rights hsve been established tn part by oper­

ations by applicant ' s preaecessors prior to U~y 1, 1917 and fn 

part by various certificates issued by this Commission to applicant 

and to applicant Ts predecessors. 

Applicant now seeks a certificc.te de novo in lieu of 

all or its present operative rights in order to clarify such rights 

and establish uniform rules ~nd regulations over all routes. 

A publiC hearing was held at San FrancisCO before 

Examiner Paul ~~d the matter ~vine been duly submitted is now 

re~dy for decision. 
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No protest was mo.d.e to tho gra.nting or the cert'il'icate 

sought .. 

Under the in lieu certificate sought applicant will 

render a service but little different from that now ~rovided ~d .. . 

in most cases over the sa.me routes. In the operations between 

Yosemite P~rk ~~d Fresno and between Yosemite Park and Merced the 

~pplicant reQuests authority to operate over various alternate 

routes depending upon rO:ld md weather conditions. It also reCJ.uests 

authority to use a.ny reconztr~cted or rclocated portions of the 

highways ovcr which it operates provided that service to any 

intermediate pOints along such routes is not adversely affected 

thereby. A sea.sonal service will be continued over ~ll of these 

routes with the e:<:ception of that between Yosemite National Park 

and Merced via state route No. 140 ~d commonly referred to as the 

ftAll-Year Hiehwayft. Over some of these routes applicant propo~es 

to transport only pas~cngers and baggage vn1i1e over others it 

proposes to transport passengers, be.g~age and property, sQ,id 

property to be tr.?..nsported without a..n:y. restrictions or limi t~.tions 

as to weight 0:" vehicle of transport&.t1on. The trM.sportation of 

property over portions or some routes is to be abandoned. 

Route A. - Betwe~n Merced and Yosemite Netional Park 

over state route No. 140 via Mariposa and Br1ceburg, applicant 

wwlll transport only passengers and bagsage; between Merced and 

Briceburg, in addition to the tr~~port~tion of passengers znd 

o~ggage~ newspapers will oe carried without restriction as to 

weight or vehicle of transportation; bet~een El Port~l and 

Yose~ite National Park applicant will tranSdort property~thout 

any restrictions in addition to the transport:ltion or passengers 

~d b~ggage. As altern~t1ve routes 1n connection with route A~ 

it is ~ro~osee to detour from said route near Mariposa proceeding .. "' 



to Yosemite Nation~l P~rk via Mormon Ear and Wawona and/or Mlami 

Lodge. Local and intermediate year round service will be p~ov1ded 

~ong this route exce~t thnt no passengers nor baggage will be 

picked up or discharged ~t any point 1ntermedi~te to but not 

including Briccburg and El Ports.l. 

Route B. - On this route applicant proposes a seasonal 

operation, when ro~d and weather conditions permit, between the 

approximate datez or May 1 and October 1 of ench calendur year, 

for the tr.~sportation ot p~ssengers and bag~aee between Fresno 

and Yosemite National Park and intermediate points only for such 

traffic that has its point of origin or destination at Yosemite 

N~tional Park. The route is over ~~d along state route No. 41 

via Kelsnaw Corners and Coarsegold and app11c~t requests authority 

to use alternate routes via Friant, ClOViS, Auberry, North Fork 

and Wishon or any combination thereof, entering the Park ne~ 

Mariposa Grove. 

Route C. - On this route applicant proposes a seasonal 

operation between the approximate dates July 1 and September 1 of 

ecch calendar year, when ro~d and weather conditionz permit, for 

the tr~sportation of p~ssengers and baggage between Yosemite 

National Park ~d toke T.'lhoe '.Ill'lcn the point of origin or point or 

destination of such traffic is Yosemite National Park. Between 

Yosemite Valley ond Tuolumne Mec.dow~ Lodec on th1s route, it is 

proposed to carry property without limitations in addition to 

passengers and baggage. The route ot operation is from the Park 

via the Big Oak Flat Road to C~rl Inn, thence easterly over state 

route No- 120 to the westerly boundary of Yosemite National Parkl 

thence across the Park passing through Tuolucne Meadows and 

continuing to a point 'where state route No. 120 connects with U. S. 
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B1ghway No. 395 near Mono Lrute, thence north~rly through Bridgeport 

and Coleville to u. s. ::'riehvray No .. 50, following zuch highway to 

its connection with state route No. 89 along the westerly boundary 

of Lake Tahoe to Tahoe City. 

Route D. - This route is between Yosemite Valley and 

Retch Hetchy, both termini being ~~th1n Yosemite National Park, 

but the route ut the present time passes out of the P~rk over 

the B1e Oak Flat Road., through Carl Inn and Mather" re-entering 

the Park just north of Mathe~. Only passengers and baggage will 

be carried over this route. Applicant proposes to abandon the 

transportation of property. Service will be provided seasonally 

bet\'1een the approximate dates June 1 and September 1 of' each cal­

endar yeSJ: when road and weather conditions permit. 

A considerable portion of the territory in whieh appliesnt 

operates is not subject to the jurisdiction or this Commission 

because such operations are over routes within a National Park. In 

actine upon this application the Commis~ion will grant a certif­

icate or public convenience and necessity only in so far as it has 

jurisdiction. On the record it appears that to ~r~t the certif­

ic~te de novo, as herein sought, will be in the public interest. 

Th~ order will so provide. 

Yosemite Park and CUrry Co. is hereby pl&ced upon 

notice that "operative rightsn do not constitute a class or 

property which should be capitalized or used as an element or 

value in determining reasonable rates. Aside from their purely 

perm1ssive ~spect, they extend to the holder a full or partial 

monopoly or a class of businezs over a p~ticular route. This 

monopoly feature may be changed or destroyed at any time by the 

state which is not in any respect limited to the number of rights 

which mc.y be given. 
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A public hearing havtng been held and the COmmission now 

being fully advised, 

THE RAILROP~ COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HEREBY 

DEC~~~S that public convenience and necessity require the establish­

ment and operation by Yosemite Park and CUrry Co., a corporation, 

of an automotive service as ~ passenger stage corporation as defined 

in section 2t of the Public Utilities Act for the trans~ortation or 

~asseng~rs ~d baggage and as a highway common carr1er as defined 

in section 2 3/4 of the Public Utilities Act for the transportation 

of property between the termini and intermediate points and over 

and along the routes as hereinafter set forth, towit: 

Route A 

Route B 

Route C 

Rou.te D 

Passengers, baggage and proper~between Merced and 
Yosemite National Park and intermediate ~o1ntz over 
and along state route No. 140 via Mari~o~a and 
Briceburg detouring from said route near Mariposa, 
proceedL~g to Yosemite National Park via Mormon Bar 
and Wawona and/or Miami Locge. 

Passengers and baggage between Fresno and Yosemite 
National Par~ and intermediate points over and along 
state route No. 41 via Kelsha.w Corners :md Coarsegold 
~~d alternate routes via Friant, ClOViS, Auberry, 
North Fork and Wishon or ~~y combination' thereof 
entering Yosemite National Park near M~riposa Grove. 

Passengers, baggage and property between Yo:emite 
National Park ~~d Lake Tahoe and intermediate pOints 
over and alone the Big Oak Flat Ro~d to carl Inn, 
thence easterly over state route No. 120 to westerly 
bound~.ry of Yosemite National Park, thence across 
sr-.id park through ~ol1l!Cl'le Mea.dows to the intersection 
of state route No. 120 with U. S. Highway No. 395 near 
Mono Lake, thence northerly through Bridgeport and 
Coleville to U. S. Highway No. 50, t~ence,l.8.10ng ;&id 
highway No. 50 to its intersection Wlth s~ate roate 
No. 39, thence to Tahoe City; An optional diversion 
from U. S. H1ghvlay No. 50, ec.st or La.ke 'l:ahoe, thence 
northerly around the north end of said lake to Tahoe 
City. 

Passengers and bazsage between Yosemite Valley and 
Retch Hetchy over and alone Bie O~k Flat Road through 
Carl Inn and Mather. 
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IT IS ORDERED that ~ certificate de novo therefor is 

hereby gr~ted to Yosemite Park and CUrry Co., not in addition to, 

but in lieu of all operative r1~1ts now held by said Yosemite Park 

and Curry Co., which oper~tive rights are hereby revoked and 

an..'"l'ulled, said certificate being granted subject to the following 

restrictions and conditions: 

1. (a) Along route A no property may be t ra.."lsported 
except between El Portal ~d Yosemite N~tional Park 
providing, however, that between Merced and Bricebll'rg 
ne\,i"spapers may be 'tra.."'l.sported. 

(b) ,No passengers nor baegage may be picked up or 
discrtarged at any poL"'l.t intermediate to but not in­
cluding Briceburg and El Portal. 

2. (a) Service over route B will be provided only fa 
tr~f1c having either point of origin or destL"lation 
at Yosemite National Park. 

(b) Service over route B shall be a seasonal service 
between t he approximate dates of May 1 :::.nd October 1 
of each calendar year when road and weather conditions 
permit. 

3. (a) Service over route C will be provided only for 
traffic having either point of origin or destination 
at Yosemite National P~rk. 

4· 
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(b) Service over route C shall be a seasonal service 
between the a:opro>:imate dates of July 1 and September 1 
of each calendar year when road and weather conditions 
per:n1t. 

(c) No property may be transported over route C except 
between Yosemite V~lley ~d Tuolumne Meadows Lodge. 

(a) Service over route D will be provided only for 
traffic having either point of origin or destination 
at Yosemite National Park. 

(b) Service over route D shall be a se~sonal service 
between the ~p~roximate dates of June 1 and September 1 
of each calendar year when road and weather conditions 
permit. 

In the general operation of its system applicant upon 
reconstruction or relocation of the highways comprising its 
routes ~d in cases not affecting intermediate pOints 
served by it, may use such reconstructe~ or relocated 
highways provided that prior to such use the Commission 
be notified thereof. said notice to be accomp~lded by a 
sketch or map clearly shor.ine the che~ges involved. 
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6. Applicant shall file a written acceptance of the 
certificate herein gr~~ted within a ner10d of not to 
exceed fifteen (15) days from the date hereof, specifying 
therein that such certificate is accepted in lieu of~ 
~d not L~ ~ddit1on to ~y and all operative ri;hts 
heretofore owned by said applicant. 

7. Within forty-five (45) days from the effective date 
hereof applicant shall tile in triplicate and make 
effec-tive on not less than ten days' not1-ce to the 
Railroad Commission ~d the public a tari!f or tariffs 
constructed in accord~~ce with the reouirements of the 
Commission's General Orders, or amendments to or reissues 
of its current t~rifrs to ap~ropriat~ly refleet any 
ch~gez in its operations which may be brought about by 
reason of the certificate herein Granted. 

$. 

9. 

10. 

Applicant shall file in duplicate ~d mru~e effective 
vdthin a period of not to exceed forty-five (45) days 
after t ne ef!'ective date of this order on not less than 
five dcyst notice to the Railroad Commission and the 
public a time schedule or time schedules to appropriately 
reflect any changes in its operations which may be brought 
about by reason of the certificate herein granted. 

The rights and 'Orivileges herein authorized may not be . ," 
discontinued, sold, leased, transferred nor assigned unless 
the ~Titten consent of the Railroad Commission to such 
d1scontL~uance, sale, 1ease1 transfer or assignm€nt has 
first been obt~ined. 

No vehicle may be operated by applicant herein unless 
such vehicle is ovmed by said applicant or is leased by 
au~licant under a contract or agreement on a oasiS sat­
isfactory to the Railroad Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

from the date h~reof. 
Dated at Sm F:r:mcisco~ California this ~ I J- day of 

//\~ 19':1$ _ ... LU,,""~,,::;,;;:;,~~ __ ' ;;. 

COMMISSIONERS 
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