
Decision No. 3 11..tff9 • 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD C01~SSION OF THE S~\TE OF 

) 
In the Matter of the Application ot: ) 
J. V. A. F!U' .. TES, sole owner of tbe ) 
WL'IDSOR WATER COlill?ANY, for authority ) 
to abandon and discontinue ~ublic ) 
utility service in the Town: of ~'!indsor, ) 
County' of Sono:m.a, State of Californic.. ) 

--------------------------------} 

Application No.2l698 

J. V. A. Frates, in propria persona. 

BY TE:E COraaSSION: 

O£:.!Nl.2N 

.... , " 

In this proceeding J. V. A. Frs.tes, operating a public 

utility water system under the fictitious name 01' Windsor Water 

Company b the Town. of ~';indsor, Sonoma. County, asks for authority 

to abandon and discontinue all further water service. 

; ... public hearing :In the m.e.tter was held betore Exami:c.er 

Cle.ude C. Bro'WD. in Windsor. 

The evidence presented in this proceeding discloses 

the tacts that the utility obtains its \~ter supply troa an 

uncemented brick-lined dug well located in the center of the 

comcunity and that the water has become so polluted trom nearby 

private cesspools and sewage disposal units as to be no lonser 

fit for human consumption. All water from this well has been 

condemned for distribution to the public for household uses by 

State and County authorities, resulting in arr~ngements being 

made by representatives of this Commission to provide a temporary 
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supply of water from a well located upon the property occupied 

by the local Uasonic Temple. Unfortunately this well is small 

in size and limited in c~pacitYI capable of producing barely 

sufficient water for drinking and household demand. 

Testimony was presented by officials of the State 

Board of Health and the Sonoma County Eealth Department to the 

effect that no dug well in this community is safe for domestic 

purposes. These officials were unanimous in their recommenda­

tions that water should be secured only t:om a deep drilled well 

with casins specially selected to resist soil and water corrosion, 

such well to be located outside the polluted area in the town and 

C1S0 secled against contamination from surface water. In this 

connection ~.'!r. Frates conceded the necessity of abandoning his 

well and the bringing in of a new and uncontaminated water 

supply but clatmed that by reason of the few consumers in the 

town and the small amount of revenue possible, he was unable to 

finance the laying of a pipeline to a new well site sufficiently 

tar removed rrom the sources of possible contQmination and pollu­

tion and, furthe~ore, did not feel that the returns in revenue 

would justify reconstruction at the distribution system to provide 

the fire protection demanded by the people in this locality. 

The difficulties confronting Mr. Frates are now recog­

nized by the property ovmers and residents of i'tindsor and certain 

thereot have agreed to form a company to be lroown as Windsor 

Utility Corporation for the purpose ot providing a new water sup­

ply and to construct and install a complete vvater works, includ­

ing modern pumping and distribution facilities. These plans 
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contemplate extension of service not only throughout Windsor 

but also to adjacent and adjoining territory. In view of these 

circumstances and the additional fect that no one opposed the 

aoando~ent and discontinuance of service of water by applieant, 

it appears that the re~uest should be granted, to bocome effec­

tive upon such date as will give the residents of this community 

a reesonable time in which to construct and place in operation 

'the newly proposed water works. 

o R D E R - - ---
Application ~s entitled above having been filed with 

the ~ailroad Co~ssion, a public hearing having been held 

thereon, the :n.atter having been duly submtted, and. the Com­

~ission being now fully advised in the premises, 

IT IS }IEr....EBY O:?DERSD that :r. V. I .... Frates, sole owner 

ot the public utility water syste~ operated under the fictitious 

firm na:c.e and style of Windsor V.fater Company, be and he is hereby 

authorized to abandon and discontinue the service of water here-

to:f'ore rendered to his consumers in and in the viCinity of Wind-

sor, Sonoma County, on and after the twenty-eighth day of February, 

1939, and thereon and thereafter said J. V. A. 1rates shall stand 

relieved of all public utility obligations and liabilities here­

tofore incurred in connection with. such service, subject to the 

:f'ollo'lving terms and conditions: 

1. Within twenty (20) days from and after the date of 
this Order, said J. V. A. Frates Shall notify in 
v~iting each and every consumer affected by this 
Order ot nis intention to abandon and discontinue 
service of water to them ~nd all public utility 
water service on end after the twenty-eighth day 
of February, 1939. 

2. Wi thin thirty (,0) days from Slli atter the date 
01' this Order, said J. V. A. Frates shall file 



with this Co~i$sion a certified statement to 
the etreet that he hQS duly siven such notice 
as directed to be done in the immediately 
preceding paragraph. 

For ~11 other purposes the effective date of this 

Order shall be twenty (20) days from and atter the date 

hereof. 

Dated at San FranCisco, California, this f"­
day of -#~, 1938. 
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