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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STAT:!!; OF CALIFORNIA,. 

22016 

IN TEE ~~T~~ OF T.~ APPLICATION ) 
OF THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND S~~A ( 
FE RAIV;1AY COMPANY, A CO~ORATION, ) 
(F.EREIN.A...~SR C.A.LLED ATCHISON C OM- ( 
PJ~"Y) AND RArLV1AY E:c?R3SS AG'8NCY, ) 
INCORPORATED, A CORPORATION (HERE- ( 
I..lIJ.A .. 'll'TER C.U,LED EXPRBSS AG~NCY) FOR ) 

f;,.\ '.",' 
I / .. '~ . !j)1,i~,) 

, ~ /} (!J ff ~IJ.~ g 
APPLICATION NUMBER 

.. ol .. J'.J::rORITY TO DISCON::'INUE THEIR AGENCY ( 
AT ORO G~"DE, C-i.L!:FOR..U\, AJ."ID TO ) 
O?E.~TE THE S .. ~v:E AS ) .. NON-J ... CENCY ( 
STATION. ' 

-------------------------------, 

M. W. Reea, for Applicants. 

P.. J. Heauey, tor J. L. Elliott, General Chnirma~ 
Order of Railroad Telegraphers, Protestant. 

OPINION ____ tIII!iIIII......,.._ 

This is a joint application filed by the Atchison, To~eka 

and Santa Fe Railway Company and Railway Express .Agency, Inc., 

seekine authority to close their agency ut Oro Grande, San 

Bernardino County, California. 

A public hea~ing in this matte~ was conducted by Exruniner 

Ager at San Bernardino on October 27th, 1938, at which time it was 

duly subnitted, and is now ready for decision. 

The record shows that notices ot intention to abandon this 

agency, under the provisions of the Commission's Gdnera1 Order No. 

36-B, were posted ~t the station continuously during the entire 

month of September, and that, receiving no protest, the station was 

closed ettectiv~ as ot October 1, 1938. Since this d~te the sta­

tion has had the status ot a non-agency statio~~ and a caretaker 

has been maintsined thereat. 

The nearest agency stations to Oro Grande are located at 

Victorville 5.1 miles west, and at Barstow 31.3 :miles east. No 

local freight service is provided through this area, but there are 

two daily west-bc~d trains ~nd three daily east-bound trains 



which make tlag stops at the station. 

Tabulated below is a sU!l'lID.ary, taken from Exhibits No. 2 and 

No.3, of the business handled at the Oro Grande Station tor the 

18 months period ending September 30, 1938. 

CARLOADS 

Rec'cl. 

1 

Fwd. 

234 

L .. C • L.. SHIPMJl:NTS 

Rec'cl. 

500 

Fwd. 

49 

TICKETS SOLD 

148 

At one time a large cement plant was located at Oro Grande, 

and this plant contributed substantiQ11y to the revenues at this 

locatio!l. Operation of the plant was discontinued some two years 

ago, and since that time shipments from and to the station have 

shown a steady decline. 

During the 12 month period ending September 30~ 1938, there 

were 327 Railwuy Express shipments, with' a revenue of $263.61. 

~ witness for Railway E.~prezs Agency, Inc. testified that it the 

application is granted, express shipments may be tendered to the 

messenger at the car door and that express shipments destined 

tor Oro Grande must ba prepaid and will be put ott: the train at 

the ovmer's risk. 

A representative of the Order of Railroad Telegraphers ap­

peared at the hearing as a protestant in this proceeding, but 

offered no evidence in support ot his protest. 

The testimony shows that the expense o~ maintaining agency 

se=vice at tbis point amountz to approxtmately $200 per montn, 

and a caretul consideration ot the reco~d leads us to tee con­

clusion that the volume of business h~ndled does not justity the 

e~enditu=e ot this amount of money. 

Notices of the hea=ing on this application were posted at 

the st~tion, and we=e also ~ent to the shippers whose n~es ap­

peared on the Eihibit attached to the application, but, other 

than indicated above, no one appeared in protest. 
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~e are or the opinion that the application is reasonable and 

should be granted. The :tollowine order will so provide. 

Qg]2~E 

Public hearillg having been held, the Commission being fUlly 

advised, and the matter now being ready for decision; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDI:RED that the Atchison, To,eka and Santa Fe 

Railway Cor.1'anj" and Railway Expresz .Agency) Inc. are hereby auth­

orized to abandon their joint agency at Oro Grande, California, 

a~d to change the station records and tariffs accordingly, 1'ro-

7iding said station shall be continued as a non-agency station. 

Applicant shall, within thirty days thereafter, notify this 

Cocmission in writing of the abandonment of the facilities herein 

autb.o=ized and ot its CODlpliance with the c ondi tions hereof. 

The authorization herein granted shall lapse and become void 

if not exercised within one year from the date hereof, unless ~r­

ther time is granted by subse~uent order. 

The authority herein granted shall become etfective on the 

date hereof. 
Dated at San 


