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OPINION --------
This is a joi~t applic~tion tiled by the Atchison, Topeka 

and Sant~ Fe Railvmy Co~pany and Railway Express Agency, Inc., 

seeking authority to discontinue their agency at Patton, San 

Ber~rdino County, and to continue the same as a non-agency sta-

tion. 

A public hea.ring in this proceeding was conducted by Examiner 

.Age:" at San Bernardino on October 27th, at which time it was duly 

sub~itted and is now ready for deciSion. 

The nearest agency st~t10ns to· Patton are located at Hlshland, 

1 ::lile east, and at San Bernardino 7.7 miles west. The station in

volved is located on the so-called Redlands Loop line of the Atch1-

son, Topeka and Santa Fe) and there is no passenger service over 

this bra~ch. Freight s~rvice consists ot local switching only. 

The reco:-d shows that the Tra.ffic Departm0::lt of the Railway 

Company canvassed the district thoroughly and interviewed the ship

pers, who st~ted their preterence for handling railroad business 

through the agent at San Bernardino. The record further shows that 

less-than-carload business is now beine handled by trucks operated 

by the Santu Fe Transportation Company, so that from this standpoint, 

abandonnent of agency service would make no difference. 



Exhibit No. 2 introduced at the hearing shows that tor the 17 

:onths period ending September 1938, 154 carloads or rreight were 

receiv~d at Patton and 1 carload forwarded. During this s~e period 

ther~ were 10 passenger tickets sold. 921 less-than-car1oad ship

~ents received, and 55 less-than-c~rload shipments forwarddd. 

A witness tor the Railway Express Agency testified that arrange

~ents have been made tor a merchant agent at Patton, who will give 

the public the s~e service inso~ar as ~he Express Company is con-

cerned, as they now receive. 

Notices o~ the he~ring in this matter wercl sent to all the ship

pers whose n~es appeared on the Exhibit attached to the application; 

and in additio~ to thiS, notices 0: intention to abandon the station 

under the provisions 0: the Commission's General Order No. 36-B were 

kept continuously posted at the station during the entire month ot 

September. Receiving no protests to this latter notice, the services 

of the agent at Patton were dispensed with as of October 1st, 1938, 

since which time it has been maintained on a non-agency status. None 

ot the shippers appeared at the hearing to voice a protest to the 

granting ot this application. 

A representative of the Order or Railroad Telegraphers entered 

an ap~earance as a protestant but ottered nothing in the way ot evi

dence. 

A thorough review ot the record in this proceeding convinces us 

that public convenience and necessity do not require the services ot 

an agent at Patton, and that satisfactory service can and will be 

rendered by the agents at Hishland and San Bernardino. This opinion 

is SUbstantiated by the tact that no protest other than that above 

mentioned has been received. As tor the Railway Express serVice, it 

was sho'wn that compa:-able service to that now being received will be 

provided under the new plan. 

We are ot the opinion that the joint application to discontinue 

the agency at Patton, and to operate the same as a non-agency station 

is roasonable and should be grantod. 

The following order will so provide. 
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Public hearing having been held and the Commission being 

tully advised; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Atchison, Topeka and Santa 

Fe Railway Company and Rail"':ay Express 1I.gency, Inc. are hereby 

o.utho:ized to abandon their joint agency at Patton, California, 

and to change the station records and tariffs accordingly, pro

viding said station shall be continued as a non-agency station. 

Applicant shall within thirty days thereafter, notify this 

Commission in writing or the abando~ent of the facilities here-

!~ authorized, and of its compliance with the conditions hereof. 

The authorization herein granted shall lapse and become void it 

not exercised within one year from the date hereof, unless 

further time is granted by subsequent order. 

The authority herein granted shall become effective on the 

date hereot. 


