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Decision No. ) 54@

DEFCRE TEE RAILROAD COLIISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the J4pvlication of
SOTTEERN DACTFIC COMPANY, first, for
permission to discontinue tiae operation
of mixed trains operating between Berenda
end Raymond; second, for pormission to
discontinue the operation of mixed tralns
operating botween Knowles Junction and
Xnowles: third, for emthority to discon=-
tinue a1l passenger service on Iits sSo-
called Reymond Zrench; and fourth, to dis-
continue all passenger service on its so~
called XKnowles Bremci.

Application No. 22309.
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R. S. XYERS, for applicant. '
HARRY SEE, for Erotherhood of Rallroad Troinmen.
N. A. CROOKS, ahwahnee Sanitariuwa.
J. HARRY NOBLE, Merchant, Reymond.
A. C. SEAW, Stockman cnd President of Telephone
Company, Reymond.
' BY TEE COMMISSION:
CPINION
Applicant, Southern Pacific Compeny, her¢ requests per-
mission to discontinue the oporation of mixed traiﬁs operating

Tuesdays and Saturdeys between Berende and Raymond and, singe phese

treins provide the only passenger service on the so=called Reymond

Branch, for authority to abendon all pascsenger SCrvice -on sald
oranch. (L) o
Public hearing was held in this metter before Examiner

Rdwards at Merced on December 1, 1938, at which time the matter was

(1) 4pplicent orglly amended its applicetion at the hearing <o
delete a1l reference to the discontinuance of mixed train
operation on its so-called Knowles bronch, L.0., between Xuaowles
Jwnction and Xnowles. Jpplicent stated that Iinasmuch as paszsen-
ger service is xot now, and has not for sometine past, been
overated on this dremch, that portion of the application rofer-
oing to the discontinuance of such service is in error anéd shouvld
be deleted.
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submitted. The evidence introduced by the applicant in support of
its request is driefly summerlzed herewith. | |

The Reymond brench, terminating at Raymond, Maders County,

- extends approximately 20 miles from itz junctlon with the Southern
Pacitic main line at Berenda. Mixed trgins provide & round trip
vetween 3erenda end Raymond on uwyesdeys and Saturdays. Upon the
dieco ztinuance or cseld service applicant proposes to render om-call
carload frelght szervice on at least two days per week for the move-
nent of cerload traffic, including the spotting of empties; and in
eddition 4t will continue to remder such occasional specisl movements
on other days as i3 nOW'providea. Sueh fTreight service will in effect

~ be the equivalent of that which Zs at present rendered. Tﬁé freight
trein cervice on thisibranch iz provided through a side trip mede by
the main line local rreight operating detween Merced and Fresno..

Applicant propo es %o hendle all les -carload traflic, ox-
press, milk and cream and, Iin fact, everything except carload trurfAC

Pacirtic Motor Trensport waich will operate on twovschedﬁied days
per week, such days being those which best serve the needs of the
traffic.

In support of its application to disconxinue'the mixed
train,, applicant introduced evidence to show the savingy 1t expects
to effect. During_the year ended October 3, 1938, 47 sldo trips wp
this branch line would have deen required to bendle the dusiness
recoived. dhe estimeted edded cost to the carrier of making hese
side trips was 41182 per year. The additional expense to the
Pacific Motor Transport Compeny of provmuing e scheduwled bi-weekly
service was estimated at $500 per year. ”hc totel cogt under the
proposed plan would thercfore be the sum of these two items or $1682.‘
Oz the other hend the cost of prov;ding the present mixed trein
service twice weekly on this branck was estimated at yélél. This is
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based on the additional milesge and overtime paid'frain and engine
crews es a result of their branch line rums.(2) The exvected net |
saving L1s thorefore ¥2459 ($4l4l minus §1682).  During the two-week
check in Mey, 1958, and l9-day check in November, 1938, no passengers
wore hendled, and the record further indicates thatringenerai the
pessenger traffic in recent years has been practicallflnil.
Three 1ocael Reymond shippers entered an appearance and
¢ross~examined the reilroad witzesses concerning the detailé oL the
- proposed rrgight sexnvice to bve orrered‘if the mized trains ﬁere
discontinued. No objections were offered to the carrier's Applica-
tion. | |

CONCLTSIONS:

4 review of the record lmdicates that public convenience

end necessity do not require the continued operation oi passenger

service between Berends end Raymond; that the passenger reqpireménts
of applicent &0 not require the continued oPeratiah of the nixed
trains now operated over this route; and thet the application should

be granted.

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that'bouthern Pacitic Company is
ereby authorized to (a) discontinue the operetion of the mixed
trains between Berende and Raymond; end (b) to abendon passenger
service on its Raymond brench, all subject to the ro;lowing-‘
condivions: | ;

(1) spplicant shéll give not lezs than tem (10)

days' notice to the pudblic of said discon~-.

tinuance of service by posting motice om all
trains affected and et all stations Llavolved.

(2) The totel brench line mlileage roundltrip 1s 46.4 xlles.
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Applicent shell, in conformity with the General
Orders of this Commiscion, cancel all passenger
tarifts and time schedules applylng to sald
discontinued service on mot less then ten (10)
days' notice to the Commission and tothe public.

Applicent shell within thirty (30) days vhere-
aftor notify this Commission in writing ofithe
ebandonment of the service authorized hereln and
of its complisnce with the conditions hereol.

The authorizatlion herein grented shell lepse and
bocome void if mot exercised withln one yosr Irom

the date hereof, unless further time 1s grented
by subsequent oxder.

e cuthorisy herein granted shell become effectlve on
the da‘bé hereof. \

Dated at Sen Francisco, Californies, this _/_E_E day'g:c
December, 1938. |
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