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BEFCORE TEZEZ RAIiROAD COMMISEION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SOUTEZRN PACIFIC COMPANY, first, for
permission to discontinue the oper-
atlon of mixed Ttralns operating bve-
tween Stockton and lferced, wvia
Qakdale, and second, for authority
to discontinue all pacsengor servico
on Lts so-called Oakdale Brancil.

Application Wo. 22307
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R. S. MYERS, for Applicant.
BARZRY SEE, for Brotherhood of Railroad Tra nmen.

J. W. VWITT, Zor The Grange Company, iodesto,
California.

ZY THE COMMISSION:

GRINIQX

Applicant, Southern Pacific Company, hac roquestod por-
mission to dliscontinue the operation of L%tz mixed trains operating
between Stocxkton and Merced via Oakdale, and, a3 these tralins now
constitute the only paszenger service now operated on Lt Oakdale
Branch, to also discontinﬁo all paszeﬁger Service on 2aZd branch..

A public nearing in the matter wés held before Examiner
BEdwarde at Merced on Decexber 1L, 1938, at which timé'tbe-matter
was subzitted. A review of the evidence follows.

.At the present time applicant operates & mixed train from
Stockton to Herced via the Oakdalo Branch on Mondays, Wednesdays,
amé Fridays." Yhe correcponding operation in thoe reverse direction,
rom Merced to Stocktom, 4z conducted on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays. In addition to the mixed %train applicant operaﬁcs daily,
except Sundays, a Ireight trala from Stockton to Oakdale and returm,
and provides, on occasion,VSPecial services to handle livectoek and
serishable freight. Discontinuance of the mixed train will not
affect the Gally operation of this freight service as far 3outh“as_

Oakdale, and the performance of the special service. If the mixed

trains are discontinued, applicont proposcs to reader an on-call
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freolsht service for carload business between Cakdale and lMerced,
such on~call froight service to dbe dally oxcept Sunday.

Taere are only two agencles on thls branch line located
at Oakdale and Waterford. Shippers requiring service will order it,
as at prosent, through the agentz at these points.

Tn providing tals on-call service, applicant intends to
use its present Stockﬁon-Oakdale tralin for operatlons as Lar south
as Ryer. Service to points farther soutn, L.e2., to points Lfrom
Basel to iierced, will be provided dy a local freizht train now opor-
ating out of Mercod. All less~carload traffic will be nandlod by
Pacific ilotor Transport trucks now serving the area.‘ |

Thore are only tw rallway cxpress agencies on the branch,
namely, Oakdale and Waterford. The Oakdale express Ls now handled
by stages out of Modesto axnd willcontinwe to be zo handled in the
future. The Waterford exyres: is now handled by the mixed trains,
but applicant proposes in the futdre_tO“bandle 1t by the Paclific
Motor Transport service walch now serves Waterford. No mail is

transported on the mixed tralns.

The evidencé indicates that the passeonger rovenue on this

branch line approximates $225.00 per year. During two test periods,
2gEregating tuirty-three days, the volume of the passenger traffic
and passenger revenue was as follows:

Southbound Train No. 4428 Northbound Train No. 449
rassenzers xevenue racsenzers Reyvenue

May 14, to 27, 1938 = 10 & 6.77 10 & 4.06

Total 19 513,48 19 & 9.42

The principal communities served by this bdranch line are
Peters, Farmington, Vélley Home, Oakdsale, and Waterford. Durirg the
33 day:s embraced in the test periods, the origin or destination of

the passenger traflic on thls dbranch was as follows:
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Petors passonger
Farmington - "
Qakdale. "
Waterford : "
Valley Home : "
Ferrin u

Totdl 38 1

IT tke mixed traln service Ls discontinued, thé commmnlty
oX Farmington will have a round trip sckedule to Stocktdn dally via
the Slerra Trancit Company; Valley Home will have a Greoyhound
scaedule dally iz one directior and a round trip schedule via the
Sierra Railway bucsses; Oakdale wlll have daily service %o stockﬁqn
via the Sierra Railway busses, to Manteca via the Paciffc Creyhound
ousses, and to Modesto via the Modesto-Oakdale Stage Line. Southern
Paciflic Company has joint vicket arrangoments Into Oakdale with all
these carriers. Vaterford is the principai point left without pace
senger service, however, a check of the tickets sold byﬁthé agent af
this point indicates that during o ten months, January to Octebder,
1938, Incluzive, tho total possenger rovenuo was only 56.40, and
during four of the monthsc no tickets were 2014 at all. Water:ord‘i:
ten miles from Oakdaie. Zvlidenco Iintroduced by the applicénz Indicates
that very few of the long diztance »rail passeﬁgers wying cickets at
these branch line stations use the branch line service in reaching the
main line. The ovidence Zndicetes that they use »rivate transporta-
tion to the main line conmecting points and there board the tralins.

In support of 1ts application, applicant testificd that dis-
continuance of the mixed trains would accomplisn a saving of £13,448
annwalily. Tae annual out-of-pocket cozta of opoerating the two tri-
weekly mixed trains amount to $14,829. A study of the voluume 6: i~
ness handled vetween Oakdale and Merced duwring the year onded Octover
31, 1933, indicates that had the proposed on=call service then dbeen
in effect the local froight tralin betweon Stockton and Oakdale would

have had to make the movement south of Oakdale 112 times, waile local .

Trelght out of lerced would have had to operate 3 times. The added
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out~of-nocket costs of providing this onwcall service with the

presently operated freight trains was estimated to be $1,156. The
estimated loss in passenger traffic would be $225. The dedﬁction
of these two items of 1,156 and £225 from the out-of-pocket costs
of 214,829 yields the net saving referred %o above of $l$5448;'

No protests were made to discantinuance of these mixed
trains.

A review of the record clearly indicates that public con-
venienée end necessity do not require the continued operation of
passenger service between Stockton end ierced via Oakdale; that the
passenger requirements or_applicant do not require the continued
operation of the mixed trains now operated over tals route; and

that the application’ should be granted.

IT IS EXREEY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Compeny is
‘hereby authorized to (a) discontinue the oneration of the mixed
trains bYetween Stockton and Merced via Oakdale; end (b) abandon
passeager service on its Ockdale brench between Stockton =nd Kerced,
gll subject to the following conditiona: |

1. Applicant skall give not less them ten (10) days'
notice to the pudblic of sald discontinuance of
service by posting notice on all trains affected
and at all stations involved.

Applicent shall, in conformity with the General
Orders of this Commission, cancel all passenger
taritls and time schedules applylng to saild dls-
continued service on not less than ten (10) .
dayst notice to the Commission and to the pubdblic.

Applicant shell within thirty (30) days there-
after notify this Commission in writing of the
abendonnent of the service authorized herein and
of its compliance with the conditions hereof.

The authorizatior herein granted shall lapse and
become void if not exerciced withia one (1) yeexr
from the date hereof, unless further time Iis
grented by subsequent order.




The authority herein zrantod zhall bYecome offective on

the date hereof.

Dated at San Fédncisco, Califorzia, this ()' day of
Docemder, 1935.




