Decision Noe SIRTe

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

(7'”ZZZ?i%B7/ZZ

APPLICATION NO. 22298.

Tz the Matter of the Application . )
of SOUTEEZRN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY )
OF CALIFORNIA, & corporation, for )
a Certificate of Public Convenience )
and Necessity under Section S0 of )
the Pudlic Utilities Act, for Au- )
thority to Exercise the Frenchisze )
acquired from the City of On ario )
by Ordinance No. 629. : 3

Le Roy M. BEdwards, for Applicant.

RIYEY, COMMISSIONER:

QCPINION

Southern Counties Gas COmQany of California requests
e certificate of public éonvenience and.necessif§ under Seciion
50(b) o2 the Pudblic Ttilitles Act; euthorizing the exercise of
riéhéz aﬁd privileges under the gas rranchisq granted to it by
Ordinance Nb.'629 of the City Council of thé_City of Ontexrio,
adopbed Octbber 3; 1938, & copy of which £g attached as Ex-
Ridit "A® to the application. Seid franchise iz for en inde-

ce:minét; period, adopted pursuant to the EranqhiseyAct?or 1937«
Pﬁblic.hearing was held at Ontario, California, on

November 30, 1938. No one appeared %o protest‘the grapting‘or
the application. |
Acco*ding to %the testimony int*oduced on behalf of
ke applicant, applicant ha, been rendering service Yo the

City of Ontario for approximetely rirteen years, pursuent to




a franchise granted to the Ontarlo-Uplands Gas Company by

the City of Ontario as of March 2, 1909, by Ordinance No. 190,
whlch franchise was acquired by the Southern Counties Gas
Company through purchase of the Ontario-Uplands Gas Company.
This franchise was for a neriod of fifty years and containmed
a clause providing that the work of laying pipes wnder said
franchise should be completed within three years from the
efféctive date of the Franchise Ordinance. Suckh provision
ralses a legal question as to whether the applicant 1s entitled
to continue to lay pipe lines under said franchise after the
expiration of said iritial three-year period. In view of this
condition, applicant deemed 41t advisable to obtain & new

- franchise. Applicant further states that it has adopted a
po¢*cy of substituting new franchises, where possible, naving

expiration dates later than the mgturity dates oxfitS'bonds,'

which is advantageous to the company with respegé to thé3sale of

ts bonds ir some states.

Applicant now renders gas service im substantially
all parts of the City of Ontario, and no other utility renders
like serV¢ce therein.

App&icant has stipulated that it, its successors or
assigns, will mever claim before the Reilrozd Commission of the
State of California, or any court or public body, any value for
said franchise In excess of the actual cost thereof, which is
$54.50,‘exclﬁding the $50.00 fee for filing of the present
application.




QRDER

IT IS FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and
necessity require, and Southern Gounties Gas Coﬁpany or'cal-
ifornia is hereby gianted a certificate to dxercise the righta
and pr;vileggs‘granted to it by Ordinance No. 629 of the City
of Ontario. |

Thiz order shall be efrect*ve immediately.

The foregoing opinion and order are hereby approved
and o*dered £4led as the opinion and order of the Ralilroad Conm-
mission of the State of Californis.

Dated, San Framclseo, California, December ‘? s 1938.
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