
Decision No. ___ ~_}.;..~ ,;;.;5;..,;;7;..;,2;;;..._ 

BEFORE TEE RAII.ROAD CO~SION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
ot SOO'I'E:ERN' COUNTIES GAS COMPAI."'IT ) 
OF CALIFORNIA, a c~orat1ont 'tor ) 
a Certificate otPublic Convenience) 
and Necessity under Section 50 ot ) 
the hblie Utilities Act,. tor AU- ) 
thority to Exercise the Franchise ) 
ac~ired '!rom the City of Ontario ) 
by Ordinance No. 629. ) 

---------------------------------
I.e Roy M. Edwards, 'tor Applicant. 

~~, COMMISSIONER: 

OPINION --------

Southern Counties Gas Company ot California requests 

a cert1t1cate ot public convenience and necessity under Section 

50(b) o'! the Public Utilities Act, authOrizing the exercise ot 

:-ight~ and privileges under the gas tranc.bise granted to 1 t by 

Ordinance No. 529 of the City Council ot the City of Onter10, 

adop~d Oetober S~ 1938, a copy of whieh 1z attached as Ex-

. h1b1t "itA" to the application. Said tre.nchise is' tor e.:c. 1nde

ter.m1nate period, adopted pursuant to the Fran~hise Act of 193? 

~b11c hearing was held at OntariO, Calitornia, on 

November 30, 1938. No one appeared to protest the grsntingot 

the applieation. 

Aec~rd1ng to the testimony introduced onbehal! ot 

the applicant, applicant Ass been ren~ering service to ,the 
. 

City of Ontario tor approximately t1tteen years, pursuant to 
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a franchise grantee to the Ontario-Uplands Gas .Com~any by 

the City or Ontario as or 1~reh 2~ 1909~ by Ordinance No. 190~ 

wb1eh franchise was ac~U1red by the SouthernCount1es Gas 

Company through purchase or the Ontario-Uplands Gas Com~any~ 
J 

This franchise was tor a period or fifty years. and contained 

a clause providing that the work of laYing pipes 'Ullder said 

franchise should be completed within three years rrom the 

effective date or the Franchise Ordinance. Such provision 

raises a legal q,uestion a;s to whether th#~ app~1cant is entitled 

to continue to lay pipe lines under said francnise after the 

exp1~ation or said initial three-year period. In view of this 

condition? applicant deemed it advisable to obtain a new 

franchise. Applicant further states that it has adopted a 

policy or substituting new franchises, where Possible, haVing 

e~iration dates later than the maturity dates ot.1ts'bonds, 
,/ . 

whic:b. is a.dvantageous to the company wi th respe~~t to the sale of 

its bonds in some states. 

Applicant now renders gas service 1n substant1ally 

all parts or the City of Ontario, and no, other utilitY' renders 

like serviee therein. 

Applicant has stipulated that it, its sueeessors or 

aSSigns, will never claim before the Ra1lroed Commission of the 

State of California, or any court or publie 'b.o<iy~ any value for 

said franchise in excess or the actual cost thereof, wb1ehis 

$34.50, excluding the $50;.00 tee for t111Dg or the present 

application. 
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ORDER. 
~ ...... ---- .... 

IT IS FOUND .AS A FACt that public convenience and. 

necessity re~uire~ and Southern Counties Gas Company o! Cal

ifornia is hereby granted a certificate to exercise the rights 

and l'ri vi lege s granted to 1 t by Ordinance No. 629 ot the C1 ty 

or Onte.:t"1o. 

This order shall be effective immediately • 
• 

The toregoillg opinion and. order are hereby approved 

and ordered tiled as the opinion and order of tn~ Railroad Com

mission of the State of California. 

Dated. S8ll Fl"anc1sco:. California, Decf)mber ~ 1938. 


