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Decision No.

DUOORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSICON OF TER STATE OF CILIFORNIA.

2. 2. 37. CLAIR,
Comnlzinant,

VEe.

0
4
case No. 4354 ‘Z/

T. T. MINNZY, JEAN NAYLOR
nd R. SELLERS,
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Defendeants.

4

rarold F. Sewelliseh by Wakefield Taylor
: for Complairnznt.

2. 7. Minney, Jean Naylor znd R. Sellers,

for defendants.
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2. Z. St. Clair iz 2 resident of & subdivided tract
known 2s Il Sobremte Remcho, located in vhe £o0%tr4lls near the
mown of Pinole in Contre Cozte County. In behaif of 2 number
o0f his xeighbvors, as well 2s himself, he b&; brougat ﬁhis com=~
nlaint cgainst defendants ag owhers and operatorsigg a weter
systen supplying thelr bomes with water. The'éomplainx cherges
inadecucte end insufficient weter for domestic needs, interrupted
service with practically no water at all for meny doys ot 2 time,
pipe lines too smell, unclel:z tanks, dirty weter and refusal of
defendents to remedy such metters. Reguest is made thel the
owner of this water plent e reguired o install necessary im-
provements end meter 2ll consumer service plipes %o prevént

inecuitcble use of water oY certain consumers noving large lawas
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azd gardens. No cuswer wes filed ¥ z2ny of the defendents;
all of them, however, eppesred personzlly &t the hearing.

4 Public hearing in this proceeding was held before
Zxaminer M. R. YaeXall in Oakland.

Accoxrding to the evidence Jean Nayior owaned and sub-
divided the tract of land called ZF1 Sobrente Rancho and also
installed = temporary weter system to serve water o those con—
sumers living on lots in the higher elevations of the subdivision.
Real estate overstions are conducted under the nzme of The Mianey
Company in conjunction wita defendent Z. T. lXmney. R. Sellers,
who owns property in the trzet on which he raises chickens, is in
chzxge Of the plant and operations in <he field dut does not
reside in the subdivision, living in the City of Berkeley.

The subdivided lots were first nlaced.on the market in
July 1934. In 1935 water pipes were instelled to szerve the unper
lots. It was the original intention of the operztors to recuire
2ll perties living et the lower elevations to provide their own
weter from individuel wells or other sources. Eowever, some of
these &id connect to the pipe Llines ond because of the steep znd
»recipitous nature of the terrain, prevented the residents on
the slopes cbove from getting water. In addition, the pipe lines

and meipne are so small that eany reesoncble service iz impossibdle

during the summer months and othex aigh @emand veriods. Most of

the lines are of 3/4 inca pipe only, the largest deing dut 1% inches
in diameter. There are three shalIow'wells,-two'dug end the other
a drilled and c¢z2sed well. 7This hillside country cortelins no good
underground water fields. Al) defendant’s wells are low producers
2nd do not provide adezuate wﬁter to »mroperly nmeet the moximun

reculirenczts of the present twenty consuuers.




The testimony shows that the wells ere not fexnced or
properly protected from outside and surfece contemiration and
thet none of the storege tanks have ever been clecned. LApper-
ently & conciderable amount of sediment has accumulated in tae
floors of certain of the tenks vhich 2t times vecomesstirred wp
end is carried into the discharge lires to the consumers. The
owner of this system must take-immediate steps to vroperly protect
the wells in use from pellution Irom outside sources and tkor-
ougaly clean all texnks in use. Tais cleening should be done &t
intervals of not more than six montks ernd oftemer Iif the condi-
tion of tkhe weter mzkes 1t necessary.

Testimony of compleinent is to the effect that at the
present time service is cortinuous and edeguate and that there
is now sufficient water to meet all his demends. Eoweﬁer, neters
nave been installed on the majority of services reducing voste
ond 25 the winter demands sre quite small,thers is no doubt thet
with the smell pipe 2zd imcrezsed locd next spring end sumer
the service will cgein be unsatisrectory. The evidence shows
thet the temk ceross the rosd from complainant must be Xept full
in order to give him continuous water deliveries. The owper ot
this system Dust errenge o mointein the water level in this tank
ot its meximum elevation ot 21l times or reise it sufficiently to
eiiminate the present pressure difficulties. Compleinant claims
that defendent kas forbidden the use of water Ior lewn or Tlower
irrigation, limiting water to interior household purposes only.
Suek unreasonsble prouivitions orn water service are highly imnroper

snd cannot be permitted. Domestic service in & private residenticl

corrmunity such 23 this nust provide & reasoneble zmount of watler
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for outside lavm and gerden requirements unless very unusuel
or emergency conditions of supply exist not present in'this
instance.

Testimony indicetes that service hoc been improved
O & large extent beczuse cerizin consumersz in the lower areas
were cut off the system, thereby preventing the serious drain
upon the smell cepacity pipe linmes. 77ithin the l2st six monihs
& new storege texk also hag been installed. Zowever, the twes3ti--
rony directly indicetes thot in the next stmmer season the.
incdequacy of the existing fecilities will crezte new hazerds.
When this occurs 2nd unless prompt relief is afforded, the
Commission will be forced to teke whatever steps are necessary
torequire the owner of this system to instell larger meins and
other reguired facilities.

No guestion wes rezised as to the public vtility stetus
of this weter works. Defendante have conceded thet water hes
been sold to all members of vhe public generally within the zrez
supplied ond that the plant operations are subject to the corntrol
and jurisdiction of this Commission. Defendant owner of this

plant, therefore, will be required to file rules cnd regulations

for the opersiion of this system z2nd 2 schedule of rates veing

cnarged for service rendered.

Compleint 2s entitled above naving been filed with
this Ceommicssion, a pudlic hearing having been‘held, the metters
2ving been duly submitted and the Commissior being now fully

advised in the premises, therelore,
IT IS ZERZBY ORDERZED that Jeon Neylor be ané she is

hereby directed to file wita this Commission within thirty [20)
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deys from the dete of this order the followins scrzedule of

rates for.water delivered to her consumers in the ZB1 Sobrente

Rancho tract, County of Contra Costas ,
Resgidence éervice, Flzt Rate nor morthes.......51.50

Monthly Metered Dotes

First 300 CU.b'.LC feet...--.-....-.-.-.-....;.-.5.)1‘50'
Over 300 cubic feet, per 100 cubdbic feeteeen.. =35

I Is EERZBY FURTEER CRDERED that Jean Neylor submit
witihin thirty (30) days from the date of +his order to the
Commission for its appréval rules end regulations governing
relations with her consumers.

IT I8 IEREEY FURTZCR CRDERZD that Jean Neylor file or
cause to be Iiled with tais Commission withiz thirty (30) coys
from the date of this order = mop outlining the arez sexved
showing location znd size of pive lines, wells, pumning plents,
storege ond other facilivies.

IT IS IIREET TTRTIR CIOZTD st excont
sbove provided this proceeding be and it it heredy

For all other purposecs the effective date of this

Order shall de twenty deys from and after the dzte hereof.

Deted at Sen Frepcisco, Celiformiz,this  I™N

dey of Jemuzry, 1939.




