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Decision No. 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD C OM1'tllSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

--) 
!n the Matter or the Application of ) 
SOUTEERN PACIFIC COMJ?'Al-i'Y 1'or an Oro.er ) 
authorizing it to close the agency at ) 
Ceres Station, County of Stanislnu:, ) Application No. 21975. 
State 01' Ca.li1'ornia, during tb.e .a:pprox1- ) 
mato period Feoruary 1st to July ~let, ) 
inclus1 ve, 01' each. year. ) 

---------------------------------) ) 
In the Ma.tter of the Application of the ) 
Ra.ilway Express Agency, Incorporated, for) 
authority to close its age~cy at Ceres, ) 
Co.J.i1'ornia.. ) 

Application No. 22020. 

--------------------------------) 
R. S. MYFRS, for applicants. 
E. H. ZION, for City or Ceres and Ceres Chamber of 

COml'llerce. 
E. J. SHORT, for Order of Railroad Telegraphers. 

BY TEE COMY~SSION: 

o PIN ION ---- ---. 
In App11cation No. 21975, Soutbarn Pacific Company 

requests permis s10n to close its agency at Ceres Sta.tion, 

Stanislaus County, Califorr.1s., during the approx!.mo.te period from 

February 1st to July 31st, inclus1ve, each year. In Application 

No. 22020, as amended, Railway Express Agency, Inc., re~ests l1ke 

pormission to close its sgency at Ceres. 

A public hearing was held in this matter before Exa:n1ner 

Hall in Ceres on June 22, 1938. 

The station of Ceres is located on the San Joaquin 

Valley main line of Southern ~acific Comp~y and approximately 

.four miles south o£ th~ City o£ Yiod.o:Jto ~ tho eount;y :loat o~ 

S~an1~la.us CO'\mtj. The territory tributary to Ceres is agx'iculturs.l 

j.n Xl::;. tu.re. Tl::l.e ea;:lM or o£ tho Bank 0 r Cere s e:> tlma. te:l the "Oo-oula ... .. .. 
tion within a radius of three ~les from Ceres is ~rom 3,000 to 

4,000 people. 
Subsequent to the hoaring, Railway Expres~ Agency, Ine., 

req,uested in writing that Appllco.t1on l~o. 22020 'be d1sm.15~ed as it 
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bas successfully sccureda local agent to handle its business at Ceres. 

Prior to the filing of its application, Southern P~a.ci.fic 

Company tiled notice, in accordance with the proVisions of the Com

mission's General Order ~ro. 36-B, tb.a.t 1t proposed to close tb1 s 

a.gency on April 30th, 19~, and t hereafter keep the a.gency open for 

the approX1mate period from August 1st to January 31st, inclus1ve. 

The a.gency was therefore closed on April 30th, and the 

station thereatter maintained as e. non-agency pOint. 

Southern Pa.cific Company c ontands tb.e. t there is 1nsut-

Z1c1ent business tra.nsa.cted at Cores Station between February 1st 

and July ;31st to justify the co st of :n.a.1nta1n1ng the agent. 

In support of ~i5 position, ~~bit No. 1 was filed by 

applicant Southern Pacific Company sno\v1ng revenues and expenses 

during the period the agency is proposed to be closed. 

Following is a statemont of the pertinent fa.cts Shown 

on ~bit No.1: 

.. .. .. 
• · · 

.. .. .. .. .. Six .. 
A · • 
:Average: .. :per .. .. .. 

B 
: Average 

SiX .. per .. 

.. 
• .. .. .. .. .. Months .. Month .. Months .. Month., : • • · . 

Number or ~ayb1l1s made 100 17 101 17 
Number of freight bills ma.de 626 104 725 121 

Revenue 
~arl~aa revenue-local* $ 726 $ 121 $ 35l $ 59 
Carload revenue-1nterline 1,,263 211 1,347 225 
L.C.L. revenue-1ocal* 44l 73 468 78 
L.C.L. revenue-interline 160 27 94 l6 
Passenger revenuo 150 ~!5 S50 58 

Exoenses 
'I'otal station expense $11028 8 '" 17l $1~02a 4" 

't~ 171 

L. C. L. plus passenger 
revenue $ 751 ~~ 125 $ 912 ~~ 152 

A = Months of F~'brus.ry, March, Apr111 1938 , and 
May, June, July, 19;37. 

B = Months ot Februs,ry, Ma.rch, April, 1937, and 
May, June, July, 1936. 

* One-half of actual revenue 
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It will be ~oted t~lt one-halt of the carload and 1e33-

than-carload local revenue is El.lloca ted to Ceres. This 15 done in 

order to allccato or credit to this stat10n 1ts pro~ortion of the 

revenue der1ved ~erefrom. 

Applicant bases its case upon the a.bove facts which ~Ihow 

that the average monthly expens~~ at this station amounts to :lore 

tbAn t~e revenue derived from its less-tban-carload freight revenue 

~ 1ts passenger revenue dur1ng the period 1nvolvod. 

Applic~t turtner contends that the service of an agent 

is not essential to the handling of less-than-carload sn1pments at 

Ceres as a large proportion of this bus1ness is handled through the 

:toro d.oor pick .. up o.nd deli very s erv1c e 0 f Pacifie Motor Trau!!p ort 

C om? any 1 an integral part of Southern Pac1fic Company'!! service 1n 

tho.t area.. Furthermore" such shipments that are not hand.led by 

PAcif1c Motor Transport Company service will be placed under lock in 

the rre1~t house and a custodian of the key appointed. Applicant 

al~o propose~ to make the ra.1lroad telephone ava1lable for the trans

action" 'by patrons" of railroa.d 'b1l31ness with. the nearest agency wlnch 

is located at Modesto. App11c~t also showed that passenger tickets 

c~ be purchased from the conductors on its passenger trains without 

extra charge or serious inconvenience to the patron. 

The granting 0'1 the application was opposed by the City of 

Ceres" the Ceres Chamber of Commerce and the Order of ~ailroad 

Telegraphers. Protestants contend that (1) the patrons of applicant, 

Southern Pacific CompanYI vdll not be served in a satisfactory manner, 

(2) tho.t the hancUino or 'busineos through. 9. custod.ian. and telophone 

would be uD.3a.tisfactory. 

A considerablo numb~r of reSidents of th~ area, includ1ng 

City" C~ber of Commerce, ~~ school ott1ci~lo, tes~if1ed that they 

made use of the agency facilities at Ceres, particularly with respect 

to the rece1ving of express matters. It was their opin1on that 
. 

-3-



sufficient business could bo de~elo~ed by the railroad to produco 

enough revenue to justify the agency the year round. This op1nion 

was based on the fact that Core~ is surrounded by diversified farms 

ranging in size from a few acres to 360 aeres and their owners or 

operators are users or potent1~l users of the railroad. T.he1r 

test~ony also shows that much use of the Railroad faeilities at 

Modesto (approx1ln3.tely four mil .. ,s distant) i$ oOiDg used by patrons 

from the Ceres area. 

A review of the record leads us to the conclusion that the 

railroad should do its utmost to maintain an agent at Cores through

out the yoar, but l on the other htmd l it i3 shown the:!: due to the 

nearness of Mode~tol ~lch of the Ceres business is conducted at 

this point, and the vr1thd:'a\val of the agent at Ceros d'C.ring the 

period proposed will not seriously inconvenience its patrons, 

part1cul~ly with the dismissal of Railway Express Agency's appli

cation ~nd the continued operation of Pacific Motor Transport 

Company's store-door pick-up and delivery service. It is under

stood, however, that the granting of Application No. 21975" allowing 

Southern Pacific Co~pony to maintain a seasonal agency at Ceres" is 

without prejudice to the community of Cere3, and, if cond1t1on3 

justify .. the ms:t'cer v[111 be reope:c.ed for further cOIls1derat1oIl. 

Therefore, App11c~tion No. 21975 will be granted and Application 

No. 22020 will be d!$missed. 

ORDER 

A pub~1c he~1ng having been held and the matter beiIlg 

under submiSSion, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is 

hereby authorized to abandon its agenc~ at its station of Caras, 

Stanislaus County, from approx1m,a'coly February 1st each year to 

approximatoly JUly 31st each year, and to change its station 
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recorc.o and tnr1i'fe acco:::-ding1y" subject to the 1'ollowing condi

tions: 

(1) During the abov~ period said station shall be . 
J:lS.inta1:aed as a non-a.j~encY' station. 

(2) During the non-agency period, applicant shall 
store less-than-carload ship~ents in freight 
hou:o under lock a.nd appoint a custodian of tho 
key conveniently located in order t~t patrons 
"!M.y receive 0:::' deliver less-thnn-carload Ship
ments at said freight house. 

(3) Applicant shall make availaole to patrons 
railroad telepho~e service. 

(4) Applicant shall, within thirty (30) days there
after, notify this Commission in writing of the 
abandonment of said facilities and give this 
Commission ten (10) days' advance notice of their 
roestaolishment. 

(5) T.ao Co~ssion reserves the r1ght to make such 
further orders 1D this matter as to it may seom 
right Mod propt:):', end to revoke its permission 
if, in ~ts judgment, public convenience and neces
sity demand such action. 

(6) The authority herein granted sh:lll lapse and beco:ce 
void if not exercised within one (1) year from the 
date horeof unless fu,rther time is gra.."ltod by sub
sequent order. 

IT IS HEREBY FUR~R ORDEP~ that Application No. 22020 

is dismissed without prejudice. 

The effective date of this Order shall be twenty (20) 

days i'rom the de.te heroof. d 
San FranciSCO, Ca.lifornia, this sic() day of 

, 19:39. 
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