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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of the
County of San Bernardéino for permission to
construct a ¢rossing atl grade over the tracus
of the Southern Pacific Rallroad in the
vlieinity of the easterly city limits of the
City of Ontario, County of San Bermardino,
State of Califorala.

licatlion No. 22285.
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Jerome B. Xavanaugh, District Attorney, by
Donald S. Gillesple, Depulty District
Attorney, for apvlicant.
Frenk Karr and C. W. Cornell, by C. W. Cornell,
for Southern Pacific Company, protestant.
3Y TEE CCMNISSION:
CPINION

In this proceeding the County of San Bernardine renews
1ts request for autlorlty to establish at grade a crossing over tke
malin line track of Southern Paclfic Company at Cucamongs Avenue, a
short distance east of the easterly city limits of the City of On-
tario. A simfilar spplication (No. 12930), was filed in 1926 ard,
after heesring, the Commission, by Decision No. 17552, dated Octo-
ber 29th, 1926, authorlized the construction of & cerossing at this
location for the use of pedestrians only. .This pedestrian crossing
wes never opened and the order was permiited to lapse.

£ Ppublic hearing in the lnstant applicavion was held before

Zxeriner Agez at San Bernardino on Januvary 9th, 1939, at which time

the mabtter was duly submitted, and it 1z now ready for declsion.

One of the primary reacsons for the denial of the former

request was Tthat 1T another crossing were to be constructed over
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thls treck, it should be located more nearly midway between the
existing crossings. No additional facts werevestablished at

this latest hearing, inéicating any change of conditions, except
possibly an inerease in population in the ares south of the tracks,
and the consequent accentuated public desire for realy means of
communication betweer the terrltory lying south and north of +the
rallrosad,.

Tostimony was offered in an effort to show thet the new
crossing was necessary in order to provide a more neerly direct
route from Onterlio to Ontarlo Boulevard snd thence to San Bernar-

. €ino vis Riverside. This was refuted, however, by tke chowing
that the same trip can be made over oxisting roads with little or
no difference in the distance travelled or time consumed.

The County Surveyor and County Eighwey Cormissioner of
San Bernmardino Countly testified that at the present time there are
2o funds availlabdle to construct the proposed crossing at Cucanmnga
Avenue and there will be nc funds for such purpose until at least
July lst, when the new dbuldget of the County goes into effect. ZXven
&t that time, 1f the County of San Bernarfino were ordered to pay
the cost of constructing this crossing, there it consideradle ques-

tion as to whether or not the County would undertake the work.

The proposed crossing, 1L suthorized, would c¢ross the

sirgle-track main line of Southern Pacific Company between Los
Aageles and points east, which carrles z substantiel volume of com-
paratively high-speed rail traftic‘;l) The rallroad offered vigorous
provest to the authorizatlion of thils crossing, basing its opposition

upon the c¢ontention that the Bon View crossing, some 1440 feet west

(L) The record shows an actual count of trains, made on Friday,
Januery 6%h, 1939, to be ten regular dassenger tralns (five each
way), six freight traeins eastbound, five freight trains westbound
and two light engines. Speeds at the sive of the proposed crossing
approximate forty miles per hour for both passenger and freigat
trains.,




of the site of the proposed crossing at Cucamonga Avenue, and the
erossing at Walker Avenue, approximately 3700 feet east of Cuca=
monga Avenue, were ontirely adequate for the needs of the community.
waile not recognizing the necessity for an addlitional e¢rossing, the
rallroad suggested that, if an additionel crossing in the vicinity
weze to be coanstructed, the proper locatlon for sueh a crossing
would be at CGrove avenue, which is approxiﬁately nldway between Boa
Tiew Avenue and Walker Avenue.

Walle-the construction of this crossing possidly would be
of some local benefit, the Commission must te extremely clrcumspect
12 encouraging more traffic over highwspeed rall llnes dy the
authorizaetion of any additlonal crossings. Cucamonge Avenue at the
oresent time crosses the Union Pacific Railroud at grade some 1700
feet south of the site of the proposed crossing. This Union Paciflie
erossing (No. 3-33.8), has steep grades of approach, is umprotected
execopt by fixed signs and could well be classed as an extremely

hazardous crossing. Opening of the crossing over the Southern Pacl-

tic tracks, as proposed im thls proceeding, would certainly have

the effect of lnducing more through travel, with the attendant in-
¢rease Iin hazard.

Careful considewration of the entire rocord 1n his PIO=-
ceeding leads us to the conclusion that the croasing applied for is
not justified and we are of the opinlon that the avplication should

na denied. The following Crder will so provide.

™o County of San Bernardino having made application
Tor permiSSion +o coustruct Cucamonga Avenue at grade across the

track of Southera Pacific Company, & public hearing having been
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neld and the matter bBeing uader submission and ready for deci-
slon; |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED tuat the above entitled applica-
vlox bde and it is hereby denied.

The effective date of this Order shall Ye twenty (20)

days Ifrom the date hereof.

-
O/ Dated at San Franecisco, Califorala, this 24 day
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