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EEFO!G.: THE PJUtROP..n C01:!aSSION OF THE STATE OF C.A.I.IFORNl!.,. 

) 
In the Matter ot the Application ) 
of B:&'l' KU. WATER COMi?A..~ for an ) 
order estc.blishing e.p'Olicant as ) 
a public utility.. ~ j 

-------------------------) 

Ruston, Huston & Ruston. 
By Robert W. Ruston, tor Ap,J.icant. 

BY TF..E COmaSSICN: 

QRl~IQli 

In this proceeding Ben Ali Water Company, a corpora-

tion, asks the Comm.ission tor s. certificate of pu'oli.c convenience 

and necessity to operate a \vater system 1n certain subd1vided 

parcels of land near Ben Ali St~tion, being located easterly of 

and just outside of the corporate limits of the City ot North 

Sacr~ento. 

A public hearing in this proceeding vms held before 

EXaminer :M. R. MacKall at Sacramento. 

Be:l .. fl.li Water Company was organized and incorporated 

in the latter part of 1938 primarily tor the pur,ose of provid

ing domestic water service to residents 01' the 15 acre subdivi

sion, known as Sunshine Tract, which lies in the triangular 

strip of land between Edison and Marconi ~venues and Howe Street. 

The water system was installed in 1937 and 19~8 and has been' 

extended to other sm~ll tracts in the vicinity embracing a total 

areo. of about 115 acres. Water is obtained. trom s'well and is 
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~istributed through a pressure tank to a total of seventeeD 
consumers at present. There ere in place 5,6~3 reet or mains 

ranging from one ~o six inches in di~eter and en additional 

4,000 teet of pipe lines are now in the course of construction., 

Upon completion the present plant will represent an investment 

of approximately $7,774.00. 

From the evidenoe it appears that this section or 
the county is increasing r~pidly in population, stimulated to 

e large extent by the immediate proximity ot the newly completed 

Sacramento Air Depot United States ~~. No other publio utility 

water works is operating in this territory nor is water available 

from any source other than private and individual wells. Appli

cant has received permits from the county authorities to lay, 

maint~in and operate pipe lines in the county roads, highways, 

streets and alleys within the proposed operating territory. 

Present oonsumers have all requested continuance of service and 

no objection has been made ~gainst re~uests ot applicant herein. 

A certificate of public convenience and neoessity therefore will 

be granted to operate a water works. 

The water com.pany is now charging a flat rate 01: 

$1.50 pel' month for e~ch residence located upon a lot ,50 teet 

by 100 feet, or less. This charge is ~sreeable to all of the 

present consumers. This r~te is reason~ble and will be retained. 

There ~re, however, in the newest subdivided tracts, many lots 

much larger and ranging up to 30,000 square teet, tor such lots 

e. proportionately larger cherge must b.~ ~!3-,de and provision there

tor will be ~rovided in the rete schedule established in the 
..; 

tollowing order. 

-2-



• 

Applicant requested approval 01' a connection charge 

of $10.00 for each new service be.sed upon the similar oharge 

oode by the Sacre.m.ento ~.~unicipal Water D~pertment. The Railroad 

Commission does no~ permit such oharges in normal publio utility 

operation and unitormally requires the installation and mainte

nance at the sole expense of the utility 01' all service tacilities 

tor ~~ter to the curb or property line. Similarly it has been 

found to be poor practice in most instances where service ot 

\\'8.ter is proviaed to permanent residents, to make collections upon 

a quarterly basis and in this partioular case we believe better 

results will be obtained by operating upon a monthly colleetion 

progrrun. 

o R D E R - - - --
Een .. Ui ~.I:ater Company, a corporation, having filed 

an applieation as entitled above, a public hearing having been 

held therre:on, the matter having been submitted, and the Commis

sion being fully advised in the premises, 

THE Rt'l.ILROAD CO]OOSSION OF THE ST.A.'rE OF C:.L!FOR11J:A 

EEREBY DEC~\P3S that public convenience and necessity require 

that Ben Ali V.[ater Compe.ny, e. corporation, operate a water system 

in that certain area in the County 01' Sacramento, near Ben .~i 

Station, described as follows and delineo.ted on the m.ap tiled ,,-s 

Exhibit No. 2 herein: 

Eeginning at the intersection of El Camino 
Avenue and Eighteenth Street, thence north~rly along 
said Eighteenth Street to its intersection with 
Auburn Boulevard; thence nortb.ee.sterl~r along said 
Auburn Boulevaro. to 1 ts intersection wi tll Bell Street; 
thenco southerly along said Bell Street to its inter
section with Edison Avenue; thence northeasterly along 
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said ::;dison Avenue to its intersection with Fulton 
Street; thence southerly along said Fulton street 
to its intersection with C~ino Avenue; thence 
westerly 3.1ong $$.id Camino .. ~venue to point ot 
beginning. 

IT IS ~~y O?~EP.ED that a certificate of public 

convenience and ne~essity be and it is hereby granted to Ben 

.~~i Water Company, a corpore.tion, to operate e pUblic utility 

water system in cccordance with the foregoing declar~tion. 

IT !S HEREBY :b-"'JRTmR. O::mER"S:D that Ben .lUi We.tel' Company, 

a corporation, 'be and. it is hereby t\u.thorized. and o.i:rected. to 

file with this COmmission within thirty (30) days trom and after 

date of this Order the following schedule of rates to be effective 

tor all water service for domestic purposes rendered subsequent 

to the thirty-first day 01' Jenuary, 1939. 

:E'or ~.ter used for domestic purposes in 
a dwelling house, and. on lots he.vine 
en area of ,,000 s~uare feet or less ••••.•••••• $1.50 per month 

For house Qnd a lot having nn Qrea over 
;,000 square teet to ~nd includins 
11,000 sC1uare teet ............................... 2.00 per month 

For house and a lot having ~~ area over 
11,000 squ~e feet to ~d including 
13,000 s~uare feet ••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.25 per month 

For house ~nd & lot h~ving ~n are~ over 
13) 000 SClu~re teet to ~\i including 
1,,000 s~uare feet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2.,0 per month 

For house and a lot having an area over 
15,000 square feet to ~nd including 
18,000 square feet ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• 2.75 per month 

For house ~.nd. a lot havine :.n area over 
18,000 square feet to and including 
.30)OOO.s~uare feet •••..•••••••••••••••••••••••• 3.00 per month 

IT IS ~y FORT:rER cr~~ that Ben Ali Water company, 

a corporation, file with this Commission v~thin thirty (30) days 
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from the date of thi~ Order, ru~es and regulations governing 

service to its consumers, said rules and regulations to become 

effective upon their acceptance for filing by this Commission. 

For all other purposes the effective date of this 

Orde~ shall be twenty (20) days from and atter the date her~r. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this IdJ1( , 
day of 7ebruary, 1939. 


