
Dec:i.sion No. ___ ' "_~ .... 1 ... f,;;_,;_~ , ... /~;,_, _ 

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOP.N.IA 

In the Matter or the Applic~t10n of T.~~~q MOTOR 
TOURS, LTD., a corporation, for a cert1f1c~te of 
public co~ve~ence ~d necessity to operate sight- A?p11c~tion 
seeing bus services fro~ P~lm' Springs, Riverside No. 21667 
County ~ state of California, to attr~ct:tonc in, 
th:l t vicinity. 

In the Matter or the AppliC:3,tion:, or GLENN. S. MARTIN 
(sUbstituted tor Martin mld Seibold) for certU"
ieate of public convenience nnd necessity to oper~te 
a 10c~1 bus and si~htsecing service o.s a common car-
rier between Palm. ";)prings <1-'I'ld Garnet, Bar B Ra.'"J.c'h, A~,plication 
La Quinta.. Palm Canyon, Smoke Tree Ranch o.nd other No. .20315 
points 1..'"1 the vIcinity or Palm Springs, and between 
certain points in the vicinity of Lake P~rowhead, 
California. 

FARIES & McDOV..lE,[,L, by McIntyre Fo.ries, :ror 
Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd. in' Application 
No. 21667; protest~t in Appli~~tion No. 
20315. 

GLENN S. MA.,'qTIN, in Propria Persona in 
Applic~tion No. 20315. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

Tanner MOtor Tours, Ltd. in Application No. 21667, as 

amended, seeks a certificate of public: conven1enc-e and necessity to 

catablish and operate a seaso~.l sightseeing service over three 

d11"f'erent routes each of which has as a single te~minus Po.lm~ Spr1.."lgs. 

A public he&ringwas held in this matter on February 4, 1933, 

at which time it was submitted. tater, pursuant to ~"l application . . . 

therero~, the o~der of submission was set aside and the proceeding 

w~s reopened for the introduction of add1tion~1 evidence. 

,. -",,-



By Decision No. 293S9, on Application No. 20315, Glenn 

S·. Mc.rtin :;:.nd lit. Monroe Seibold were grznted a certi1"iC'$. te to 

0st~,blish and oper2.te t..n ~utomotive servic€ for the transportation 

01"' p~ssengers bctricen P~lm Springs ~md Co.thedr~.l C'ity" and betvv",een 

Blue Jay and Ccd~.r Glen. Blue Jay end Cedar Glen ~e in. the vicini't7 

of Lctke Arro\7hc~d. The req,ucst for ~.uthority to establish 3. sight

~ee~g service in the v~cinity o~ Palm Springs and a sepcrate sight

seeing service L'l the vicinity or Like .A:rrowhe.:\d was denied. 

Subseq,uently by Decicion No. 29836, Glenn'S. Martin was authorized 

to aCCj.uire sole ownership of the operative right gr~ted by Decision 

No. 29339. In compliance "v"ith a w.rittcn request therefor, the~:~Com

mission reopened the proceedings on Application No. 20315 with respect 

only to that portion of said proceeding theretofore denied by Decision' 

No- 29389. 

A public hearing on the above m;::.tters vms had before EX&miner 

Paul at PalI:l Springs, on October 14, 1938, a t which additional evidence 

wa.s offered .and the matters ~..:::.ving been $ubcitted are now r~ady for 

decision. 

T::mner Motor Tours, Ltd. protested the granting of the 

application of t.}j~licant 1fu.1·tin. No pro;est was offered to the applica

tion of Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd. 

Tanner proposes, tours over three routes, each of which 'b'egins 

and ends at Palm Springs, during the season !:rom apprOXimately October 

1 to May 1 of the' following year. No tour ~~ll be operated unless a 

minimum of four tickets has been sold for each trip. The proposed 

tours ~~e as follows: 

The Palm Springs-Indio-La Quinta Tour is to be operated 

trlce daily during the se;;:,son, over a route approximately fifty-five 

miles in length, visiting points of interest including India.n Wells, 

Point Happy, numerous Guest Ranches, Date Gardens and Indio at which 
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poi.."'lt :? tUJ:'ll-aI"ound is made for return to PaltI' Springs over approx

im&tely the samercute. The fare for thic tour is $3. 

The ~lm Springs-Palm Canyon Tour ~~ll likewise be operated 

t~~ce daily during the senson over a route which is approximately 

twenty miles in length. Visits will be made to the C~,11ente Indian 

Hot Baths on the Indian Reservation over and alone Palm Canyo~ 

Boulevard to Faa Canyon \,I'herc =. thirty-minute stop will iQe mn.dc to 

a:Llow p~ssenger= ~n oppo:-tuni.J;;y to vIsit a grove of ~preh1storie 

palms and also to visit an old Indian Trading Post. The '£ro.-e for 

t;:tis t::ip is $1.50. 

The ?aL.~~ Sp:r.ings-Tr.~nty-Ni..'"l.e Palm-National Mo:o:ument Tour , 

is to be operated on: a single d=.j.ly. schedule c'Overing a dista.l'lce of 

approximately 150 miles: The most ~rominent pOints or ~terest to 

be Vis1ted on. this tour are Twenty-Nine Palms, Split Rock T~, 'White 

Horse Mine, Inspiration Po~~t, Joshua Forest and other pOints of 

interest. The tare for this tour- is $10. 

MartL~ proposes ~ight=ee~g tours over tour routes, two 

in the Palm Springs distric'/;" the others in the Lake Arrowhead district. 

Palm. Springs Tour No.1 is' proposed to operate UpOJl.3. demand 

of a m1ni:num: o.f' two passengers" from' Palm SprL"'lgs to the upper elld of 

P~m' Ca::lyon', a distance o:t 8.6 miles ~d return to Palm: Springs. 

Approx:i.mately one hour will be required for this trip. The fare j.s 

$1.50 .. 

Palm Spr~s Tour. No. 2 is proposed to operate upon a demand 

or a mi~um or two ~assengers from Palm' Springs to Coachella Valley 

date ranches via Indio and. La QUinta, a distance of about 50 miles. 

The time req,uired for this tour is approXimately three hours. The 

fare is $3. 

..., 
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LZlkc .Arro\"rhe~.d Tour No. 1 1z proposed to operate 3.I'Otllld 

Lake Arrowhead upon a d0m~d of a minimum or four passengers at a 

f::J.re of $2. The time required is approx1m~tely two hours. 

Lake Arrowhead Tour No. 2 operates from Lake P~rowhead 

(T".l'le Village Commons) to Bie Bear La1tc 2nd return~ a distance of 

about 50 miles, upon a dem~d of a min1~~o~ tour passengers ~t a 

!crc or $5. 

Appli~t Tannor Motor Tours, Ltd. alleges that a great maD1 

tOurists and sightseers visit Palm. Spr:L."'l.gs al),d that the number of 

tourists arriving fro~ a distance; many of whom do not bring the~ 

own automobiles, is incrcesing rsp1dly •. Thc feme of Palm. Springs hus 

spread: to the eo-stern portions of the United States due largely to 

the advertiSing c'£ tourists' agencies, reports ,,'1th rc::peet to vru:'iouz: 

motion picture celebrities, the use of various portions of the 

Coachella Valley dezcrt region ~s ~otion picture location, numerous 

articles in recent magaZines, the use of Pa~ Springs as a locale 

f'or t1ction~ advertiSing done wIth respect to Coachella Valley dates" 

work being done by the All Year Club of Southern ~lifornia~ advert1s1ng 

by Palm: Springs Chamor of Commerce and. similar tourist travel stim-

u1at~g oreaniz~tions. 

Applie).nt Tanner fUrthcr alleges that the public: has bec'ome 

av.'S.rC tha t th(~re are :;Jttractions in. the vIcinity other than those 

located i:umeo.iately Within Palm' Spri!'lgs" such as the various places 

o~ i.""'J.te:-est that applic:a.nt proposes to visit on'. its proposed tours. 

COnsiderable of' the record is devoted to the attractions 

at Palm Spri:lgs ~z !'ollows: Palm Spri."'lgs, at an elevation of 450 feet, 

is situated on the westerly edge of the Co~chella Valley Desert at the 

~oot o~ the ecsterly slope of M~. ~ Jacinto which h~s an elevation. 



in excess of 10,800 feet. The prevailing t0mp0r~ture during the 

summer iz relatively high. During the winter season~ from approx~ 

imately October 1 to Mcy 1, the climate is mild and ideal as an 

.?ttro.etion for winter tourists. ,The region o"£:ters many .::tttr:'lctions 

of an unusual nature. The local Indians ar.e known as the Agua 

caliente band of the Cahuilla tribe, deriving its name fi-om:. the 

hot mineral spri..~gs of Palm Spri,.."gs • They live on the· l1?.nd east 

of India.."'l Avenue and the main section of Pal:n Spri...."gs" in Pal:n 

Canyon, An~reas Canyor., and Murra1 ~~on. all famous for their . . 

~ietures~ue scenery. The hot spring~ are located On the Indian 

~eserve ne~ the heart of the village ot Palm Springs. 

The Washingtonia filifera palm. is native mld particularly 

abundo.nt in Palm Cany'on '7~hich is the most f.'lm,OUS of the local gorges· 

lOC3tcd about six miles south of Palm Sp~ings. It has been the 

locale of many jungle motion pictures. 

There c.rc thousandz of ~c:rez or date gardens in Coachell~ 
., 

Valley which is the only large ~.le date producing center in Amer:I.c~ .• 

The Salton Sea is a vast body of salt water lying approximately 240 

feet below sea level and stretching tor thirty-five miles or more 

t~ough the heart of: the valley. 

P~other zttraction of the desert is the smn~e tree (Dalea 

spinosa) so named because at a distance it resembles a billowy clOUd 

1Of: smoke. It is found in abu."1.dGncc in the Smoke Tree Forest. 

These and other scenic desert ~ttrsct1ons· nicely complement 

the distinctive desert setting of Pal~ SprL~s and mames it desirablec 

fo~ dczert visitors to m..~-ce c. series o~ trips into this region'. 

Tac testimony of n~ne public witnesses was offered in support 

of T~~er'z application. These witnesses comprise the ownerz, managers 

or operators of the le~dine hotels of P:!lm: Springs and vicinity, the 

prczident of the Palm Springs Chamber of Commerce, a b~nl~ manager, 
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~nd loe~l mcr~h~nts.( It w~z the opinion o~ each that there is a 

public: need for the service proposed. 

The testimony of Mr. Earl Coffman, Mano.ger of Desert L."'lZl, 

is typiczl. He has: had nunerous requests for a serviee on an ind1v

iduol fcre'basis affording an opportu.~ity to view the numerous points 

of interest in the vicinity of Palm Springs in preference to the 

prc~ilin; cha.-ter eel' fG.eili ties no'.'V offered. T.ae proposed tours: 

would t.end to intere$t and prolong the stay of his guests. It h::.s 

been his observation that for a time an incrcusing number of people 

:.rrivcd by privc.te o.uto.c:.:>bile. :S:oi"i€ver, since the establishment or 
improved pub~ic transport~.tion service, the tendenc¥ has been tom>.rd 

less use of private cars with the result that m:lny of his guests upon' 

~ri~l ~re without conveyance for loe~l tours except upon::. charter 

C~ basis. T.~e proposal of T~~er will supply tr~s need. 

Other ~~tnesses testified in similar vein. 

Onl~ h~o public witnesses testif':LcQ. in support or Y.art:t.n's 

o.pp~:1.e~t:1.on;p both or whom'. are manag1.n:g hotels at Palm Springs. Tb.ese 

vdtn0S:;CS te~'t~i.t~d tik'l.t 'they l"..cve :la.d numerous reo .. uests ror a sight

seeing s0rvic~ in the vicinity o~ Pc~ SprLngz. 

Marti."l testified that he had had one or two inq'U1rd..cc dciJ.7 

:D:-on person::; in rcg=:.rd to as1ghtseeing serVice in the same territory. 

No eViden~ Wh3 tovcr "';~s adduced by M.:::.rt:!.n in sU:9port of his 

app11C'iltion to cstcblisho sightseeing service in the ta."tc:e .h-rowheo.e 

At the present time> Martin ovrns one 1936 model Ford .:ts.tion. 
, 

v:agon, the p::.ssenger ~ryi:lg' C'O p~ci ty or 'Vlhich wc.s not indies.tee.. He 

't~stiri0d the.t if he were grantee. a cert1fieote for the proposed serVice 

he i'!ould. pureh~.sc one tv.~elve cylinder 1931 model Cadillac scd1:l.n which. 

~ould co~t him $300. 
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T~~cr has lor~ been cng~ged ~. ~~e operation of tourine 

service between v~.riou:> point::; in Southern Califor:cia. It hcs 

av~.il~ble in this district 63 cars of the limousine type and more 

than 40 of" the taxi c~Lb type. Most of the equipment 2.~il~ble for 

service L~· tr~s distriet is located ct P~sadene end is rc~dily 

avail~.ble v:ith1n app!'oximr.tely two hours time. Its ability to provide 

a~lc ~~d appropriate e~uipm€nt for the serv-Ice which it proposes was 

not ~ucstioncd. 

The record is conv-.!.ncine thct there is :. public' need tor a 

sightseeing serVice in th€ vlcinity of P~lm' Springs. However~ it 

C:ocs not justL."Y the conclusion that there is sufficient business to 

justi:f'y hro such o},erations on c profitable be-sis. Mindful ot: such 

ne~d~ there remains the question o~ selection of the applic~t best 

ftt·ceo. :..nd best able to provide such servic~.. Tanner proposes throe 

tour= 'while t<tartin !)roposes two which du)?lic~.te two of those propo!::ed 

by T~e:::" both e.s to routes ::;.nd fares. Mz.r.tin has not ShOVill th~t he· 

is f'inoncis.lly able to properly equip himself to provide the service 

r.hich he proposes. In viev: of these fcets.l' vie :Cind that pu.blic 

convenience ~d nece~zity ~~ll be best met by granting' the applicctio~. 

of' T~"1D.er r.nd denying the. t of M~l"tin .. 

Tanner Motor Tours, I,td. i~ hereby plo.ced upon notice that 

1Tope:rc:.tive riehts Tl do not constitute Cl cl:::.ss of' property which should 

be e1pi talized or used o.s a.."'l. element of' vc.lue in determining reason~ble 

rates. Asid.e froIlL their purely permssi"(.re Sospect, th~ ~xte;;nd. to the 

ho:!.eer o. f'ull or :p:::.rti~l monopoly of ::. c-lcss ot business over a p~r

ticulc-r route. This J:lonopoli- !"e:.ture m;;::! be <?h:>.ngcc! or- e.estroycc ~t 

t:I:JY time by the state which is not in a:ny respect limited to the 

nUmber of rights which rrm.y be given. 
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QB.12EE 

1-.. public hedrine ho.v-lng been held in these matter1,eViC:e:;'lcc 

~dduccd ~.nd thG Commi::::::ior. now bein'e :fully ~d.vizcd~ 

THE RA!I.ROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF C~\LIFOfu'·UJ.. EEP.EBY 

DECId\1\ES th.?t public conv-enience ~nd necessity re(!uirc the est:.blish-

ment ~,nd operat,ion by Tan.."1er Motor Tours, Ltd. of a sightseeing 

service as c. pC'..ssenger st~tge corporDtion, 3.S thG,t term is defined in 

section'. 2~ of the Public Utili ties Act" for the continuous rounci 

tri:9 tri"J.!lsport~.t:'on of passengers ... ·;hose points of origin and destina-

t10n are P~.lm Springs, s~ic.. service to be c'onducted over ~nd z.long 

the :following routes: 

Beginnin'g at P3.1nr, 

S,rir..gs, thcnc'e southerly along Palm C6:lyon Drive :;no. st:.tc 

route No .. 111 to IndiQD. Wells ~nd Point ,Happy, thence cle

touring orf state route No. 111 to La Quinta. returning to 

sta te route NI).. 111, thence easterly to Indio, thence return

ing to Palm S:prings over the same route .... ,ith or v;ithout 

Di'T.,"crzions may be made from this route 

visiting various point~ or interest nearby; 

PAt1f SPRIN'GS-PAL¥!: C';',NYON TOUR Beginning at Palm:. Spr1ngz, 

thence southerly over Palm Canyon Boulevard'~d county roeds 

to ?alm ~~von returning to Palm S,rings over the s~e route 

with diversions to ne~by points of interest including' Smoke 

Tree and Deep Well Gue::;t &nches; 

PALM SPRINGS-~~-~~~~ PAt1ffi' TOlZE Begir..n1ng ~,t Palm . 

S~rines, thence northerly over anQ along Indi~n Avenue to 

G:::.rnet on U. S. Hif,hway No. 99, thence westerly along U.S. 
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Righ't';'ay No. 99 to Twe.n:ty'-Ninc ?alnrs high.'\7~y, thence north

erly along ~r.enty-Nine Palms High~y to Twe~ty-Nine Palms, 

thence southerly over the desert roads via Split Roek Tank, 

White Horze Mine, Keyez Rnnch, Insp:1.r~.t1on Point, Quails 

Springs and Joshua Forest, to a point where the d.esert road 

intersect:; Tw.enty-lane Palms highway, thence along Tw:enty

Nine PalI:ls high",ray to U.S. Highway No. 99, thence westerly 

to a junction at Palm Springs highway (state route No. Ill) 

thence southerly over Faa Springs highway to Palm Springs, 

with diversions to pOints of interest located adjacent to or 

nenrby such route; 

provided' that 8lly trip on any toux may be eo.nc'elled unless a minim't'lJIt of' 

tour tickets is sold ror such trip. 

IT IS OKDERED thzt ~ certificate therefor is heJ:"eby granted 

to '!anner Motor Tours, Ltd.., subj ec:t to the following condi t1ons: 

1. The authority herein grflnted shall lapse and be void j£ 
the a,plicant shall not havecomp11~d with all or the 
conditions within the perio&'of time fixed herein, unIess~ 
ror good cuus 0 shown, the time shall be extended rq further 
order of the Co::u::Lcsion. 

2. Applic~nt shall rile a written 8.cceptance or the certif
icate herein gr~tcd within ~ period of not to exce~d 
fifteen (l~) deys from date h~~ecf. 

3. App11cont sba~l commence the service herein authorized 
,~tr~.~ ueriod of not to exceed thirty (30) d~ys £rom 
the effective date hcrco£, end zhc~l r1~e in triplicate, 
~nd concurrently make effective on not.less than ten days! 
~otic~ to the Railroed Commi5sion and the public~ ~ tarif£ 
or tariff's constructed in :;.ccordo.:nec v~1th th: ::eo..uJ.rements . 
o£' the Commission's General Orders ana. contal.nmg rc.tcs. and 
rules \'lhich in volume :::,nd ei'fec.t sh~,ll be id,cntiC~:!. 'V11tJ.'l. the 
rc.tcs n.nd rules sho'V'ln in the exhibit .a.ttachc~ to ... he app11ca
tion in so 'i.:xr as they conform: to the cert11"J.co.te hereu: 
granted, or rate~ and rules s~tisf~ctory to the R~ilro~Q 
Commission. 

4. A'oplicant shall file in duplicate,.", and make effective wit~. 3: 'Oeriod of not to exceed thirty (;.0) ds,ys s.f't~r t~: eftect:l.ve 
date or this order, on not less than five days no~~ce to the 
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Railro<:;.c' CotllIIission ~nd the public, a time schedule or 
time schedules covering the service herein authorized in, 
~ forD'! satisfactory to the Railro~.d Commission. 

5. The rights and privileges herein authorized ~y not be 
discontinued .sold, lecsed, tr~sferred nor assignee 
unless the ~~~tten consent or the Railro~d Commission to 
such c.iscontinutmce, sale, le~.se, transfer or assignment 
has ~1rst been obtained. 

6. No vehicle may be operated by applicant herein unless 
such vehicle is ormcd by said applicant or is leased by 
applic~t under a contr~et or agreement on a basis sat
isfa.ctory to the Railroad COnt!!lission. 

IT IS FURTHEE, ORDERED that that portion of Application No. 

20315 reopened tor further he~ing, is hereby eenied. 

n').e errec:tive date of this order shall be twen.ty (~O) days 

froc the date hereof. ~ 

Dated at.ict rim!f~Ic'&"J' Califor:c.i'2., this h 7 - do.yo of 

Mo.rch, 19:39. 
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