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BEFORS THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE CF CALIFORNIA.

In the Matter of the JApplication

of SOUTEERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY

0F CALIFORNIA, a corporationm, for ,
a Certificate of Public Convenience .
and Necessity under Section 50 of
the Public Utilities Act, for
Authority to Exercise the Franchise
acquired from the City of Anshelm

by Ordinence No. 624.

Application No. 22526.

Neal G. Lock, for Applicant.
Lec J. Frils, Clty 4Attornmey, Clty of Amshelm.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

CPINION

Southern Counties Gas Compeny of California requests a
certificate o2 public convenlience and raecessity under Section 50
(b) of the Public Utilities Act, suthorizing the exercise of
rights and privileges under the gas franchise grented to it by
Ordinance No. 624 of the City Councll of the City of Anehein,
adopted Decemher 27, 1938, a copy of which is attached as
Exnibvit A" to the epplication. Said franchise is for an indeter-
minate period, adovted pursuent to the Frenchise Act of 1937.

A publi¢ hearing was held at Ansheim, Californis, on
February 24, 1939, before Examiner Cremsheaw, at which time the

matter was submitted. NO one appeared to protest the granting

of the application.
Adccording to the testimony introduced on behalf of the

gpplicant, applicant is now end has beexn for many years prior




hereto, supplying gas to the City of Ansheim and inbabitents there-
of pursuant t¢ franchises granted to its predecessors, Eome Gas
Compeny and Orange County Gas Company, by Ordinence No,., 167, dated
Jexvary 10, 1905, end Ordinence No. 176, deted Jenuary 23, 1906,
which Ordinances were for g term of flfty years. In addition'to
the sbove franchises, the Company claims that it hes a Comstitu-
tional Franchise snd in acceptiﬁg the present franchise it reserves
the rights granted to it under the Consititutlionmal Franchise.
applicent alleges that it is now and, with its predeces-
sors, has been et 21l times since 1905 the only person, firm or
corporation serving gas to the City of Anecheim, and its inhabltants.

The two franchlses under which the Company has beeg
operating were acquired through the purchase of the Home Gas Company
and the Ansheim~Orange County Geas Company by the Southern Coqnxies
Ges Compeny in 1911 and 1913, respectively. These frenchises con-
teined clauses providing that the work of lsying vipes thereunder
shouléd be completed within three years from the effective dates
of the franchise ordinences. Such provisions reised o legai
question as to whether the applicant is entitled to contimue to
ley pipe lines under said Iranchises after the expiratlon of said
Initial three-year veriod. In view of this condition applicent
deemed it advisabdble to ontalin a new franchise,

Applicant now remders gés service in substantially all
parts of the Clty of Arebeim and no othexr utility renders like
service thereixn.

It is clear from the evidence that present and future

public convenience and mecessity requlre end will reguire thet

applicent exercise the franchise granted to it by seld Ordirnsnce




No. é24 in order that it may continue %o furnish'gas to sald olity
end to its Iinhabitants.

Applicant has stipulated that it, its successors or as-
signs will never clalm berore the Rellroad Commisslon of the State
of Celifornia, or any court or other pudlic body, any value for
the aforesaid franchise and the certificate of public convenience
and necessity prayed Lfor greater than the acitual cost of the
frenchise which is $é3.12, exclusive of the $50.00 fee for filing

the present applicetion.

IT IS FOUND AS A FACT thet public convenlence and
necessity require, and Southern Counties Gas Company of Celifornias
is heredby granted e certificate to exercise the rights and
privileges granted to it by Ordinence No. 624 of the City of
Anghein.

This order shall be effective immedietely.

Dated, San Frazcisco, Celiformie, April
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