
) 
In the Matter of the _~plication ) 
ot SOUTB:E...'liN' CO'C'1.'"rIZS G:!..S Co!~r?"..."IT ) 
O~ CALIFO~~\, a corporation, tor } 
a Certificate ot Public Convenience :) 
and Necessity under Section 50 or ) 
the Public U'tilities .Aet, tor ) 
Authority to Exercise the Franchise ) 
acquired trom the City ot Anaheim ) 
by Ordinance No. 624. ) 

,--------------------------) 

A~~licat1on No. 22520 • .. ~ 

Neal G. Lock~ tor Ap:plicant. 

Leo d. Friis, City Attorney, City of Anaheim. 

:BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION -_ ... --- .... _--

Southern Counties Gas Company ot California requests a 

certificate ot public convenience nnd necessity under Sect10n 50 

(b) ot the Public Utilities Act, authorizing the exercise ot 

rights and privileges under the gas tranchise granted to it by 

Ordinance No. 624 of the City Co~cil ot the City ot Anaheim, 

adopted December 27, 1938~ e copy ot which is attached as 

Exhibit wA~ to the application. Said franchise is tor an indeter­

minate period, adopted pursuant to the Franchise ~t of 1937 • 

..A. public hearing was held at Al:l:.ahe1m, California, on 

February 24, 1939, 'betore Exmn1:a.er Crenshe.w, at wh1eh time the 

matter was su'bmi tted. No one appeared to :protest the grst1ng 

ot the ap~lication. 

Aecording to the testimony introduced on behalf ot the 

applicant, applicant is now end has been for many years prior 
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hereto, supplying gas to the City of Anaheim and inhabitants there­

of pursuant tc franchises granted to its predecessors, Home Gas 

Company and Orange County Gas Co~any, by Ordinance No. 167, dated 

Jenuary 10, 1905, and Ordinance No. 176, dated January 23, 1906, 

wb.ieh Ordinances were tor a tel'm of tifty yeers. In add.1 t10n to 

the ebove franchises, the Co~pany claims that it has a Constitu­

tional Fl-anchise and in accepting the present fre.nellise it reserves 

the rights granted to it under 'the Constitutional Franchise • 

.Applicant alleges that it is now and, with its predeces­

sors, has been e.t all times since 1905 the only person, tirm or 

corporation serving gas to the City ot Anaheim, and its inhabitants. 

The two franchises under which· the Company has been 

operating were o.e~uired through the purchase ot the Home Gas Company 

and the A:rl8heim-Orange County Gas Company by the Southern Counties 

Gas Company iIl 1911 and 1913, respectively. These tranehises co:o.­

ta1l:J.ed clauses prOViding that the work ot laying pipes thereunder 

should be completed within three years from the effective dates 

of the tranchise ordinances. Such provisions raised a legal 

question as to whether the applicant is entitled to continue to 

lay pipe lines under said traneh1ses atter the expiration or said 

initial three-year period. In view ot this condition applicant 

deemed it advisable to o"otain a new tranchise. 

Applicant now renders gas service in substantially all 

parts or the City of Anaheim and no other utility renders like 

service there~. 

It is clear trom the evidenoe that present and future 

public convenience and necessity requ1re and will require that 

app11eent exercise the franchise granted to it 'by said Ordinance 
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NO. 624 in order that it may eontinue to furnish gas to said city 

and to its inhabitants. 

Applicant has stipulated thet it. its successors or as-

Signs will never cla~ betore the ~ailroad Commission of the State 

ot California, or any court or other public body, any value tor 

the aforesaid franChise ~d the certificate of public convenience 

and necessity prayed tor greater than the actual cost or the 

franchise which is $63.12, excluSive or the $50.00 tee tor tiling 

the present application. 

ORDER --- --
IT IS FOUND J..S A F.ACT that public convenience and 

necessity require, and Southern Counties Gas Company or California 

is hereby granted a certificate to exercise the rights and 

privileges granted to it by Ordinance No. 624 or the City or 

.Anaheim. 

This order shall be effective immediately. 

Dated. San Fre.:lc1cc:o. California. April _-:;"" __ • 1.939. 
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