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In the Matter of the Applicetion
of SOUTEERN COUNTIES GAS COMPANY
OF CALIFORNIA, a corporation, for
& Certificate of Public Convenlence
and Necezsity under Section 50 of
the Public Utilities Act, for
duthority to Exercise the Frauchilse
acquired from the City of Azusa

by Ordinance No. 34l.
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Neal G. Lock and Joe Sodome, for Applicant.

Alvert H. Miller, for Tscharner and Ifiller,
City Attorneys, Azuse.

BY TEE COMMISSION:

OPINION

Southern Countles Gas Compahy of Califormis requests a
certiricate of public convenience and necessity under Section S50
(b) of the Public Utilities Jdc¢t, euthorizing the exercise of
rights asnd privileges under the gas franchise granted to it by
Ordinence No. 341 of the City Council of the City of Azuse,
adopted Jeruery 3, 1939, a copy of which is atteched as Ixhibit
TA® to the application. Seid franchise is for an indeterminate

period, adopted DUrsuant 10 the Frenchise fet of 1687.

A public hearing was bold at Azuse, Callfornla, o
February 24, 1939, bofore Zxaminer Crenshaw, at waich time tie
matter was submitted. No one eppesred to protest the granting
of the application.

Accdfding t0 the testimony introduced on bebalf of the

spplicant, applicent is now and has bYeen for many yeers prlor




hereto, supplying gas to the City of Azusa and the inhadbitents
thoreol pursusct to a franchise granted to its predecessor,
Covina Ges Compeny, by Ordinence No. 112, dated June 14, 1909,
which Ordinance was granted for a term of Lifty years. Im addi-
tion to the abhove fLranchise, the Company 8lso cleims it has a
Constitutional Franchize in the'City of Azuse and by accepting
the present fLranchise it does not waive eny rights which it has
aceuired under its Consitutionel Franchise. Although the frenm-
chlise granted by Ordinance No. 112 has not as yet expired, the
Company deemed it adviszable to obtain a new franchise due to the
fact that the previous frenchise contalned 2 clzuse providing
thet the work of leying r»ipes under sald franchise should be
completed -within three years after the effective date of the
Franchlise Ordinamce. This provision ralsed a legel question as
to whether the zpplicant is entitled to continue to lay pipe lines
under sald franchise after the expiration of 9a2id initiel three-
year period.

Applicent now renders gas service in subStantially all
perts of the City of Azuse and no other utility renders like
service tharein.

It is clear from the evlidence that present and future
public conveplence and necessity require and will reculre that
epplicernt oxercise the franchise granted to it by said Ordinance
No. 341 in order that it may continue to furnish ges to sald

city and to 1ts inheblitants.

Applicant hes stipulated that it, its successors or

assigns will never cleim vefore the Rellroad Commission of the
Stete of Celiformie, or any court or othef publlic body, eny velue
for the aforeseid franchise and the certificate of public con-
venlence end necessity prayed for grester than the actusl cost
of the franchise which is $47.80, exclusive of the $50.00 fee for

filing the present evplication.




IT IS FOUND &S 4 FACT thet public convenience end
zecessity require, and Southern Counties Gas Company of Cali-
fornie is hereby granted a certificate to exercise the rights

and privileges granted to it by Ordinance No. 341 of the City
of JAzusa.

This Order shall be effective immediately.
Dated, San Francisco, Californis, April % ,1939.
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