
Dee1s1on NO. ----

) 
!Xl. the Matter ot the Application ) 
oot SOU'l'EE!RN COm..TTIES GAS COMP.ANY ) 
OF ClJ:.IFORNIA, e. corporation, tor ) 
a Certificate or Public Convenience ) APPLICATION NO. 22525 
and Necessity under Seotion 50 of ) 
the Public Utilities Aot, tor ) 
Anthor1ty to ~ercise the Franchise ) 
acquired from the City ot Azusa ) 
by Ordinance No. 341. ) 

----------------------------) 
Neal G. Lock and. Joe Sodo:m.a, tor .A:pp11cant. 

Albert H. Miller, tor Tscharner and Miller, 
City Attorneys, Azusa. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

OPINION ... -_ .... _--
Southern Counties Gas Company ot California requests a 

certiticate or public eonvenience and necessity under Section 50 

(b) or the Public Utilities .. ~ct, authol'izing the exercise of 

rights and privileges undel' the gas t'rancllise granted to 1 t by 

Ordinance No. 341 o! the City Councilor the City of Azusa, 

adopted January 3, 1939, a copy or which is attached as ~ibit 

~A~ to the e~~licction. Said franehise is for an indeterminate ... 
per1Q~, adopted pursuant to the Franchise Aet of 19S? 

February 24, 1939, botore Examiner Crenshaw" .at whieh time the 

matter was su.b:r:d tted.. No one appeared to :protest the granting 

or the app11cation. 

Aeoo=ding to the test1~ny introduced on behalr or the 

applicant, applicant is now and has been tor many years prior 
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hereto, supplying gas to the City of Azusa and the inhabitants 

th~reot pursuant to a franchise granted to its ~redecessor, 

Covina Gas Company, by Ordinance No. 11.2, dated JUne 14, 1909, 

Which Ordinance was granted tor a term 01: 1:ifty years. In addi­

tion to the above franchise, the Company also cle.1ms i~ has a 

Constitutional. Franchise in the City of Azusa and by accepting 

the present tranchis~ it does not waive eny rights which it has 

aeq,uired under its Con31tutional Fre.nc:hise. .,uthough the rre:r.r.­

eh1se granted "oy Ordinance No. 112 has not as yet ex:Pired, the 

Company de~ed it advisable to obtain a new tranchise due to the 

taet that the previous franchise contoined a clause providing 

that the work of laying pipes under said tranchise should be 

co~leted ~1th1n three years atter the eftective date or the' 

Franchise Ordinance. This provision raised a legal question as 

to Whether the applicant is entitled to continue to lay pipe lines 

under seid tranchise after the expiration ot said initial three­

year period. 

Applicant now renders gas service in substantially all 

parts ot tlle City ot Azusa and no other utility renders like 

service th(lrein. 

:r:t is clear trO:l. the evidence that present and tuture 

public eonvenience and necessity require end will re~uire that 

applice.L.t exercise the 1'l'anchise granted to it by said Ordinance 

No. 341 :tn order that it may continue to turnish ses to said 

city and to its i:cllabite.nts. 

A~plicant has stipulated that it, its successors or 

assigns will never claim before the Ba1lroad COmmission of the 

State ot Calito=nia, or any court or other publie body, ~y velue 

ror the atoresaid franchise and the certificate ot public con­

venience and necessity preyed tor greeter than the actual cost 

ot the tranchise Which is $47.80, exclusive ot the $50.00 tee tor 

tiling the present application. 
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IT IS FO'tD."D .. CS A FACT that public convenience end 

~ocess1ty require, and Southern Counties Gas Company of Cali­

fornie is hereby granted a certitieate to exercise t~e rights 

and privileges granted to it by Ordinance No. 341 ot the City 

ot .Azusa. 

This Order shall 'be effective immediately. 

Dated, San Franciseo, California, .A:pril ~ ,1939. 


