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Decision No. il /64)
BEFORE LHE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALIFORNTA 6%%22%7

In the Matter of the spvlication of
20X K. EOFVE for a certificate of pub-
lic convenlence and nocessity to
establish and opergte c¢ormon carrier
service for the transportation of
persons betweon San Pedro and Wilning-
tor (parts of the City of Los Angeles)
and Santa Lnita, and ‘ollyv@od Turf

Clubd race track at Inglewood.

Applicoation No. 22524,

el e e P e e e e e

W. R. Williams, for applicant.

Trank Xarr and €. Vi. Cornell, by C. V. Cornell,
for Pacific Ilectric Railway Company, Motor
Transit Company and Loz Angeles Motor Coach
Corporation, protestants.

0. A. Schulenberg and A. L. Owens, Lfor Motor
Coach Corvoration and Howard M. Lang, an
individucl, doing business as ZL Segundo
Motor Transport Company, protesting that por-
tion of the application dezling with proposed
5LrVibQ between Wilmington and San Pedro and

ko Hollywood Turf Club at Inglewood.

James Gunn, for Board of Public Utilities and
Transportation of the City of Los Angeles,
intercsted pariy.

H. V. Stewart, for Lamner Llotor Tours, Ltd.,
interested party.

CRASGER, COMMIISSICNER:

Applicant has vetitioned the Rallrozd Commission for an

oxrder declaring that public convenleace and necessity require the
stablishment ard oper tiog of an automotive service for the trans-
portation of passengers, only, between San Pedro and Wilmington In

the Zarbor area of the City of Los Angeles and the race tracks of

the Los Aageles Tur? Clubd at Santa Anita and the Hollywood Tur?




Clud at Inglewood. Both services would be seasonal in nature and

would de operated on racing duys, only ~ one round trip ver day.

2ublic hearings on this applicaetion were conducted at
San Pedro on February 2nd and L6th, 1939, and a%t Los 4ngeles on
March 2nd, 1939. On this latter date the matter wag duly sub-
mitved and 1t is now ready for decision.

Addlicant p&oposes “o charge a rate $f $L.00 per round
trip to the Sante Anita track ond .75 per round trip {0 the
Inglewood track and %o operate a Cally cervice (on racing days
only) over routes substantially as shown on Txhibit "3, " attached
to Tze application.

Lpplicent relies, az justificasion for the granting of
the desired certificate, on the following alleged facts; that there
ig 00 direct service for the trancportation of passengers between
t2e harbor dlstrict of Los Angeles and the tracks at Santa anita
and Inglewoold; that the service provided by Pacific Tlectric Railway
Company is inadequate, costly and indirect and réquires excessive
Vime enroute; that residents of the harbor ares are in need of a &i~
Teect, cconomilcal means of transportatlon, as proposed in the appli-
cation; and that patronc using Paciflc Tlectric Railway service are

equired to transfer at Loc Angeles and this company provides no
service of any character between the rarbor and the Inglewood track.

The 2t applicant has had no exverience in,

is proposed herein and bases his
opinlon that the service iz needed largely upon the supposition thaﬁ,
&mong the thousands of sailors, lonsshoremen and other waterfront
exployees in the harbor district, enough persons would want %o attend
The reces to moke the service proposed compensatory.

ADplicant testified that he had made no particular study
of the cosd to operate coaches of the type proposed to be used but

essumed that 1t would amount to 15¢ or 164 per bus mile, including




driver's wages, taxes, fuel for power, maiitenance and deproeciation,

as well as terminal rent at San Pedro and Wilmington and the daily.

parking fee at the tracks. One trial trip detween the harbor and
the tracx at Santa Anits, made in the time of one hour and Tifteen
minutes, forms the basis upor which his time schedule, appearing on
Sxhidbit "B" attached to the application, is set ups A Lest run be-
tween the hardor and the Inglewood track, over the route proposed in
the application, allegedly was made Iln twenty-five minutes, in spite
ol the fact that the record chows this to be a distence of approxi~
mately twenty-two miles. The time schedule for this operation,
Tiled as part of the application, contemplates an elapsed time of
Torvy=Tive minutes between terminl.

IZ the certificate sought herein is granted, applicant
Yroposes to purchase a second=hand, 1935 model, reconditioned,
thirty-three passenser ¢oach, formerly operated in local service in
end around San Pedro. The purchase price of the coach would be $650,_
payable $50 down and the balance in weekly payments of 325 each, to
be paid out of earnings. Arrangements have been made to lease such
other coaches, of similar Vype and capacity, as might be necessary
to meet the public demand. By his own testimony, the applicant feels
that it would be necessary to carry a full load each trip in order
that the proposed operation would be profitable. -

Marny witnesses were produced by applicant who testiried
as to the need for the pronosed service but the Commiséion would
certeinly be remisz in its dutlies and responsidbilities if it falled
to consicder that & substantvial number of these seme witnesses testi~
fled that they seldom, 1f ever, attended the races. Their testimony
was based largely on the théory That a regulated, through, direct
service, at reasonable rates, would induce patrons to go to the races

who at present either do not go at all or ride with some individual




wiho happens to be going and is willing to take them es passenge:s.

Witnesses, In other instances, testified that they ob-
Jected to the walk between the Pacific Electric station and the
grandstand at Santa Anita (the record indicates this distance to be
approximately 1800 feet). This objection was based on the length
oL the walk a$ well o5 the allesed hazard of crossing Euntington
Orive, whickh at this location carries a heavy volume of high=speecd
vehicular traffic. It is not convinclng that the distance patrons
zust welk is a serious obstacle, for the reason that trével via Paci-
Tic Zlectric to the track has grown from 73,131 passengers for the
geason of 1934-1935 to 10£Z,880 passengers for the segson 1937-1938,
with every indicstlion that the 1938-1939 figure would far surpess
these. It is also an obvious fuct that many thousands of patrons
who drive to the races in their own cars are freguently requlred %o
walk distances in excess of 1800 feet from the point where parking
space ig avallable. A4As to the hazard involved in crossing Hunting-
“on Drive, the record is clear that ample police protection is
provided and that traffic at this point is fully controlled, thereby
mirimizing this element. |

ADpplicany testiried, as did his witnesses, that he knew
of no vublic transportation agency which vrovides service between
the San Pedro~Wilmington area and the Inglewood vwrack. The record
shows, however, that the liotor Coach Corporation, through direct

connections with the El Segundo Liotor Transport Company, operates

coaches within =z block of the track anéd a witness for the lMotor

Coackh Corporation testificd that these carriers are ready, willing
aad able to provide traasportation to and from the areca for any
volwmne of traffic which might present itself. Whlle this service

may not be as direct as that proposed by applicant, it nevertheless
is an available service, adequate for ofdinary needs, and the differ-
ential in fares is not of sufficlent conseguence to be material.
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Careful conslderation of the entire record in this pro-
ceeding leads to the conclusion that there is 1ittle in the way
of substantiation of the contention that public convenience and
necessity require the establishment of the service as proposed.
While the service to both tracks would be more direct and at
slightly lower rates of fares than is provided at the present tine,
vhere is no satlisfactory showing in this record that the service
could be made = Ifinancial success within o reasonable period.
Thus, the record clearly indicates that public convenieﬁce and

necessity do not require the establishment of the service a3 here-

in proposed by applicant and, therefore, the application will de
- 3

denied.
OQRDER

Public hearings havine been held in the adove entitled
Proceeding, the matter having been duly submitted, the Commission
being now fully advised;

IT IS HERTIEY ORDERED that this apvlicetion e and the
sane nerebdby ls denied.

The effeetive datz of this Order ic hereby Tixed as

0) days from the date hereof.

The loresoing Opinion snd Order aze hereby approved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the Stute or Culifornia.

ated at San francisco, /(}2{2)449 t 7 , 1939.
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