Decision No. '*'*-'% @//]
[

s ’
iy

BEFQRE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Application of SOUTHERN)
PACIFIC COMPANY, first, for permission to )
discontinue the operation of mixed treins )
operating between Chico and Stirling City, ) Appllication No. 2245
and second, for authority to discontinue all)
passenger service on its so-called Stirling )
City Branche. )

Re Se Myors, for Applicont.
He So Clewett, for Paradise and Allied Committees, Chsmber
of Commexrce, Butte County Falr Assoclation, and Paradise
Fruit Growers, Inc., Protestants.
Matthew E. Mspsh, for Diemond Match Company.
BY THE COMMISSION:
OCPINIONXN
In this proceeding’séuﬁhérﬁ faéiric Company applied for
aunthority to discontimue operatlon of its mixed trains between Chico
snd Stirling City, and to discontimue all passenger service on 1ts
so~called Stirling City Branch.
& public hearing was held in this matter before Examiner
Eall on April 11, 1939, in Chico, at which time the matter was
submittoed.
Applicant now operates a mixed train (No. 526) between
Chico and Stirling City on Mondays and Fridays, snd another mixed‘
trein (No.‘527) between Stirling City and Chico on Tuesdays and
Saturdays.
Appllcant presented a traffic check teken between December
19, 1938, and February 28, 1939, or 72 days, which showed that train
No. 525, making 21 trips, hendled 10 passengers, which resulted in a
gross revenue of $5.30. During this seme period train No. 527 made
21 trips, carriod‘ll passengers, which resulted in a rovemue of $5e75e
A further check betwsen May lith and 27th, 1938, showed that train
Ne. 526 carried no passengers and that train No. 527 carrled one
passenger, From these checlks it was estimated that the snnual
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pPassenger revenue of these two traims was around $50.00.

Applicant showed by Exhibit No. 1 that by discontinuing

these mixed tralns between Chico and Stirling City, and handling its
freight dusiness by exclusive freight trains, the snnual saving would
be about $2,17h.

The rocord shows that the territory between Chico and
Stirling City 1s served by a cortificated highway carrier who handles
passengers, express, and less-than-carload freighkt.

By the above showing applicant contends that public con-
venlence and necessity do not justify the comtinued operstion of
Pagsengor service on 1lts Stirling City Branch.

The granting of thils spplication was protested by the
residents of the Paradise cormunity, which is located about 17 miles
east of Chico. It was their contontion that the Paradise area, which
is about five miles long and five miles across, is rapidly developing,
the population 1s increasing esch year, end that there 1s sufficient
ropulation in that area to warrsnt continued operation of the trains.
Furthermore 1t was shown that Butte County Fair is held at Parsdise,
which attracts a large number of people from all of Butte County.

It 1s protestants'belief that if better passenger train service were
dnstalled on the Stirling City Branch, sufficlent patronage would
develop to Justify the contimuance of passenger service. A large
number of school students go from Paradise to Chico each day to attend
the high school end thls travel could be handled by passenger service
1T operated dalilye.

The Diemond Match Ccmpany's representative dld not protest
the abandonmexnt of passenger service but requested that sufficlent
freight service be contimued to take care of the output of this
compary's mllls, located at Stirling City.
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The record shows that there 1s a good paved highwey between
Chlco and Stirling City, passing through Paradise, and that this high=
way 1s extensively used by people in the areas along the route of the
Stirling City Branch. The pupils going to high school are all carried

by busses owned by the High School District at no direct cost to these

ruplls,
The record clearly indicates thet on account of the good

bighway between Parsdise and Chice, the present passenger service,
or an improved passenger service, would not develop sufficlent traffie

to warrant the continued operstion of passenger service, nor 8hoRld we
require applicant to continue the operation of this sexrvice whic;:;
bring a revenue of approximately $50 per year at a loss of arownd
$2,000 per year.

It is concluded from the record in this proceeding that
Public convenlence and necessity do not require the operation of
mixed tralns between Chico and Stirling City, and the continuance
of passenger service on the so=colled Stirling City Branch, therefore

the appllication will be granted.

A public hesaring haviné ﬁeén'héld and the matter having
been submitted

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company is suthe
orlized to dlscontirue the operation of mixed trains between Chico and
Stirling City, to discontinue all passénger service on sald Stirling
City Branoch, and to cancel, in conformity with the rules of this Conm-
wission, all passenger rates, Tarlffs, and time schedules applying to
said branch on not less thon ten (10) days' notice to the Commission
and the public, by posting notice at the stations along said branch
snd In the trains operating between Chico and Stirling City.

The authorization herein granted shall lepse and become void
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if not exerclsed within one (1) year from the date hereof, unless
further time is granted by subsequent order.

The effective date of this order shall de twenty (20)
days from the date hereof.

Dated at San Francisco, Californie, this __7 f’/ day
of April, 1939.
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