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BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF iJ.'.EJ.l.: STATE OF CAUFOR.."J'IA 
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In the Matter or the application 0: ) 
CEARLES PIERSON SLOCOMEE ~or pe~ss1on } 
to transfer certificate of ~ublie COD- ) 
ven!ence to the PACIFIC WATER ~~ ) 
C~~~. ) 

--------------------------------) 
Jo~h Jones, Jr., tor APplicant. 

WAKEFIELD, Commissioner. 

OPINION A.ND ORDER 

APplication No. 21798. 

In this proceeding applicant seeks an order approving 

the sale and transfer to Pacific Water Taxi Company ot an operat­

ing r1gnt tor a water taxi service ~or the tra~sportation ot 

persons and property 'between Lo:lg Beach-Los .Angeles Rar"oor and 

Avalon, Santa Catalina Island. This operating right was created 

by Decision No. 28802, datee May 11th, 1930, on APplication 

No. 20435, and subsequent to that date the service has been con­

ducted on a seasonal basis. The ~tter ot equipment is not in­

volved in this proceeding. 

Publio hear!~s on the instant application were held at 

Los Angeles and., the matter hav!.::l.g "been. duly submitted, it is now 

ready tor decision. 

On January 24th, 1939, an ~endment to the application 

was tiled, advising the Commission that daring the year 1938, 

Pacitic Water Taxi Co~pany, a eO!1'o~ation, was dissolved and its 

assets delivered to E. A. Judd an~ Ed v. Tu.-ner~ doing business 

as Pacific Water Tax!. Co~pany, a oopartnership. The Commission is 

requested that the transfer ot eerti~1eate, it grsnted, be made to 
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this oopartnership instead o'! to the corporation as originally 

prayed tor. 

The equipment now used in the service and proposed to 

be used by Pacific Water Tax! Co~any, a eopart~ersh1p, 1t the 

transfer sought is gra~ted, is the water taxi "dericho." The 

principal d1:uensions o~ this boat are - length 51 teet 6 inches; 

Oe~ 10 teet 2 inches; gross weight'14.87 tons. The record shows 

that at the time the original certiticate was gr~ted, this boat 

waS licensed to carry 82 passengers. Subsequently, however, the 

boat has been completely rebuilt and now has a capacity o~ 60 

passengers. The testi!noDY' shows that Pacific Water Taxi Company 

has at all t1Jnes been the owner or this piece o'! equipment and tbat 

the original applicant and present holder o~ the oertit1o~te was 

the originntor o~ the idea that a certificate be secured and. 

theretore, tiled the application tor such certificate. 

It this taxi service is to be conducted, it would seem 

there is little ditference tro~ a public standpoint whether it 

is conducted by applicant or Pacific Water Taxi C,:ompany. In tact, 

it appears that this latte~ copartnership is better eqQipped 

financially to perto~ the service than was the or1ginal owner 0: 
the certificate. Atter caretully considering all the evidence 

herein, it is concluded that the trans~er or certificate should 

be authorized as prayed tor in this application, as supplemented, 

and the tollowing form of o~der is recommended. 

Pacific Water Taxi Company, a copartnersnip, i~ hereby 

pl~ced upon notice that woperative rights" do not constitute a 

class ot property which should be capitalized or used as an e1e­

~ent o~ val~e in determining reasonab:e rates. Aside !rom their 

purely permissive aspect, they exte~d to the holder a tull or par­

tial monopoly o~ a class o~ business over a particular route. 

This monopoly feature ~y be changed or destroyed at any tfme by 
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the State, which is not in any respect limited as to the num­

ber ot r1ghts wh1ch may be given. 

Public hear~ngs having been held and the COmmission 

being tully advised; 

IT IS HEREBY ORDER-~ that the above entitled appli­

cation be and the same is hereby gra~ted, as to the transter 

or operative rights only~ subject to the following co~ditions: 

(1) 

(3) 

Applicant Charles Pierson Slocambe shall, 
Within twenty (20) days atter the effective 
date or this order, ~te with applicant 
Paeitic Water Taxi Company, a copartnership, 
in c~on suppleme~t to the tarir~s on tile 
-wi tll the COmmission covering service g! ven 
under certificate herein authorized to be 
transterred,applicant Charles ~er8on Slo-
combe on the O:l6 hand wi thd.rawing and appli­
cant Pacific Water Taxi Compa:y o~ the other 
hand. accepti~ and establishing such tar1t~s 
and etfective su~~lements thereto. 

Applicant, Charles Pierso:l Sloca.abe, shall, 
within twenty (20) days attar the efi'ective 
date ot this o::,der, withdraw time schedules 
tiled in his name with the Railroad Commission 
and applicant Pacific Water Taxi Company, e. co­
partnership, shall, withi~ twenty (20) days 
atter the effective date or this order, tile 
in duplicate, in its own ~et schedules cover­
ing service here~o~ore given by applicant 
Charles Pierson Slocombe, which time schedules 
shall be identical with the time schedules now 
on rile with the Railroad COmmission in the nrume 
ot applicant Charles Pierson Slocombe, or ttme 
schedules satisfactory to the Railroad Commis- -
sion. 

The rights and privileges herein authorized may 
not be sold, leased, transferred or assigned, 
nor service thereunder di:s.con1;'inued,unl:ess the 
written conoe~t o~ the Railro&d CommiSSion to 
such sale~ le~se, transfer, aSSignment or dis­
continuance has first been securee. 

No vessel may be operated by applicant Pacific 
Water Taxi Comp~y, a copartnership, unless said 
vessel is owned by said applicant or is leased 
by it ~der a co~tract 0= agreement on a basis 
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3atis~actory to the Railroad Comc1ssion. A copy 
or an7 such lease or leases must be f1led with 
the Co::mn1ss1on. 

(5) The authority granted to sell end transter the 
r1gh~ shall lapse and be void it the parties 
hereto shall not have complied with all o~ the 
conditions within the periods of t~e fixed here­
in unless, to= good caUse shown, the time shall 
be exte:ded by fUrther o=der of the Cocmiss1on. 

The authority herein grantee shall beoo~e e~tect1ve on 

the d.at.e he:-eof. ..t9 ~ 1:: 
,vv-L ~~"? 

Dated at ·SsR lIs· 0, California, this )?--n J day 

ot. _____ ~ __ .1~~~,_,~ _______ , 1939. 

0/ .,.....---, 
" \ 

COI:'lmissioners. 


