
'J" q'~P Decision No. __ ·_··,_·e_._~_Cp 

BEFORE T}:E RAILROAD Co]Jl~ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORN!..~ 

In the Matter of the Establishment of 
ma.."d.!D.um or minimum, or ma."Cimum and 
minimum rates, rules and regulations 
of all Radial Highway Common Carriers 
~d Hiehway Contract Carr~er~ operat-
lng moto~ vehicles over the public 
hizhways or the State ~~ Ca~1~ornia~ 
pu:suant to Chapter 223, Statutes of 
1935, for the transportation for com­
pensation or hire or any and all com-
~odities and accessorial services 
incident to such transportation. 

In the Matter of the Investigation 
and Establishment of rates, charges, 
classifications~ rules, regulations, 
contracts and practices, or any there­
o!, or Common Carriers ot property. 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

Case No. 4038 
Part 'tun 
Part tlvn 

Case No. 4145 

Part nF" 
Part ITG" 

By Decision No. 30370, as amended, in the above entitled 

proceed!.ngs, minimum rates, rules and regula.tions were established 

for the transportation of property in quantities of 20,000 pounds 

or less (the charge for shipments in excess ot 20)000 pounds to be 

no less th~ the charge established as minimum for a shipment weign­

ine 20, 000 pounds) within defined territory in northern California 

and between defined. territories in northern and southern California. 

The ~ollowing petitions have since been filed by interested parties, 

seeking certain modifications ot the minimum rates, r~es and regu­

lations so provided. It appears that these petitions involve matters 

as to which a public hearing is not necessary. 

Establis~~ent of Estimated Weight on Crabs 

Railway Express Agency,Inc., requests permission to pub­

lish and maintain an estimated weight for crabs, in the shell, of 

-1-



• 
22 pounds pe~ dozen, for use in assessing charges under the mini-

:um rates established by Decision No. 30370, supra, as amended. In 

support of this request it is alleged that the net weight of I~rabs 

L~ the shell averages 22 pounds per dozen; that the proposed esti­

mated net weight basis has been applied by Ra1~Nay Express Agency, 

Inc-, for many years on shipcents moving within Washington and Oregon 

and on interstate sbipments moving from Washington and Oregon to 

California; that this ~terstate basiS enables Oregon and Washington 

shippers to reach Califor~a markets at lower transportation costs 

than California shippers are presently required to pay; ~~d that, 

hence, California fisher~en are unable to market their crabs in 
1 

competition with interstate shippers. It is alleged, further, that ' 

the usual practice of the fiSh industry is to forward this commodity 

by express service and that, hence, oth€r carriers do not engage in 

this transportation to ~y large extent. 

Decision No~ 31606 of December 27, 1938, as amended, in 
2 

Case No. 4246, in re Rates of All Common and Highway Carriers, auth-

orizes Railway Express Agency, Inc. to depart from the gross weight 

basis in compating charges on fish and shell fish. In view of this 

fact, and of the fact that the estimated weight of 22 pounds per 

dozen crabs is in effect on interstate shipments into California, the 

petition appears justified and will be granted. 

1 
It is stated in the petition that there had been in effect for 

so:e years ~ Humboldt County an embargo against shipping crabs 
oatside of the county; that crabs caught at other California pOints 
were con~ed in the local markets; and that, hence, the sought 
basis was not necessary heretofore. 
2 

In this decision a statewide basiS of minimuc rates was estab­
lished tor common and hishway carriers. When effective, these rates 
will cancel and supersede those established by Decision No. 30370, 
supra, as amended. 
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Carrier Exem~tions 

Max H. Green, doing business as Mountain Auto tine, a 

passe~ger stage corpor~t1on serving the general territory between 

Redl~ds, san Bernardino, Big Bear Lake and Lake 4trrowhead, and 

l~eva<5'.a County Narrow Gauge Railroad Company, a passenger stage cor­

poration operating between Auburn and Nevada City, seek execption 

from the provisions of Decision No. 30370, as amended, as to ship-
3 

ments weighing 100 pounds or less. Gen0ral1y, it is alleged that 

the eAPress services petitioners conduct consist of the transporta-

t10n o~ small sh1pment~ on passenger stage equipment as an accommo-

dation service; that the mL~um rate reqUirements of Decision No. 

30370, supra, are not adapted to that type of operation; and that 

petitioners' operation~ arc not essentially different from those of 

other stage corporations already exe~pted as to shipments weighing 

100 pounds or less. 

Under the circumstances and conditions shown, the exemp­

tions sought appear justified and vTill be granted. 

Enlargement o~ Rail Lines ?ickup ond 
Delivery Zone at Madera 

Xhe AtChison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company and South­

ern Pacific Company seek authority to enlarge their common p1c~~p and 
4 

delivery zone at Madera to include the Madera County Hospital. A 

3 
Petitioners also seek a similar exemption from the m1ntmum rate re­

quirements of Decision No. 31606 in Case No. 4246, supra. This matter 
will be considered separately in that proceeding. 
4 

Decision No. 30370, supra, as amended, provided that commOn carriers 
might maintain their respective established piclcup and delivery zones, 
bu~ did not permit subsequent enlargements of those zones without auth~ 
ority from the Commission. The present zone boundary or Madera is its 
c1 ty' limits' line. 
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descrip't.io:l. of the proposed zone is contained in the peti t10n. In 

~~pport ot the petition it is alleged that the area in which the 

Madera County Hospital is located is adjacent to the City, and that 

the Hospital s~ould be accorded rates comparable to those applying 

from and to pOints within Madera. 

Under the forezoing circumztonces it appears tho:c the 

proposed enlargement of the Madera pickup and delivery limits is 

justified. Tne petition will be granted. 

Therefore, sood cause appearing, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that R~ilw~y Express Agency, Inc., be 

:md it is hereby autho:::-ized to base charecs for the 'transportation of 

crabs, in shell, in containers with or without refrigerant" on an 

(~sti:nated weight of 22 pounds per dozen crabs. 

!T IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the following be ar..d it 

is hereby c.dded to paraeraph (0) ot Rule No. 20 of.' l1.ppenc1ix nAn to 

Decision No. 30370" as o.mcnded, in '~hc above ~mtitled proceedin;s: 

"Shipments weigh1ne 100 pounds or less, tra..'"l.sported 
by M~~ H. Green, doinZ business ~s Mountain Auto 
Line, or by Nevada County Narrow Gauge Railroad 
Company." 

IT !S HEREBY FURTHEP. ORDE.~D that The Atchison, Topeka 

ana. Santa Fe Railway Company and Southern PaCific CompCUlY be and 

they are hereby authorized to maintain t~e following enlarged pick­

up and delivery zone at ~adera: 

tfCity limits, also area outside of city limits as 
folloVls:East on Olive street to Hiehvray No. 28, 
thence northerly on Highway No. 28 to Madera 
Co·~ty Hosp1t~1, thence return to city limits via 
Highway No. 2.8 and Olive Street. 1t 

' 
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In all other respects said Decision No. 30370, as 

amended, shall remain in full force and effect. 

The ef'f€!ct1ve date of this order sl'lall be tho date 

hereof. 

Dated at Los _~geles> California, this 


