Decision No. . G1QON

JEZFCRE THE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF THEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

oz the Matter of the Application of UNION
PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY, a corporavion,
and SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY, a corpora-
tlon, for an order requiring the physlical
closing of Cypress Avenue in the City of
Pomorns, Californla, acxross the tracks of
Southern Pacific Company, and for authority
t0 change the form of c¢crossing protection
at the crossing of certain streets iz said
¢lty over the tracks of applicants.

Appllication No. 22579.
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Frank Xarr and C. W. Cornell, by C. W. Cornell,
for Applicant, Southern Facific Company.

Téward C. Reawick, for Applicant Union Pacific
Reilroad Company.

Turner Garr, City Attorney, for the City of
Pormona, FProtestant.

3Y¥ THE CQLISSION:

ORPINIOX

This is & joint application filed by the Uniom Paciflc

Rallroad Company and Southern Pacific Company, for an order re-
guiring tre paysical closing of Cypress 4veawg, In The 0Lty 0f
Pomona, across thoe tracks of these two carrlers and ﬁiso ror
authority to change the type of crossing protection at the eross-
Zags of certaln other sireets ir sald clty over the tracks of
appllicantse.

Public hearings were held before Examiner Hall at Pomona
on March 10th and April 19tk, 19392, and on the latter date the
natter was'taken-unde: submission and it is now ready for declsion.

The record showes that through almoat the entire city
the mein lines of Southern Pacific Company and Urnlon Pacific Rall-

road Company parellel each other at distances varylag from Lifty

Lo seventy-Sive feet. Several of the more heavily travelled
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streets through the business area are vrotected by manually operated
gates wkick afford joint protection to bhotk rallroads. A% various
stireets on githe: side of these gate~protected crossiags, protection
vrovided by meéns of automatic signals or fixed signs. Tadulated
velow i1z a list of these c¢rossings, oz which there is indicated the

£s
preseat protsction and proposed protection.
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Due to the proximity of the two lines, it will e scen that
there could be occaslons when g signal, indicating the approack of a
train, was in operation and the signul d»rotecting the other line of
rallroad would be in the Mclear™ position. Such a set-up results in
confusion to persons using the erossings, partlicularly those who are

unfamiliar with the fact that two rallroads are involved. As a result
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of an informal gomplaint 2iled with the Commission by the City of
Pomona, and subsequent field investigatlions by the interested
parties, 2 plan has been evolved.under which it 1s provosed to
install additlional signale at those crossings xnot now protected
with two signals, to »elocate those signals at the present time
improperly located and to synchronlze the signals at the various
streets involved so that, udon the approach of a traln on either
line o2 rallroad, doth sets of signals wlll be operated. This

plan contemplates the improvement of the protection =t Hamilton

Boulevard, White Avenue, Redbecca Street, Palomares Street, Zleanor

Street, Towne Avenue, San Antonio Avenue and Zast Znd Avenue, at a
cost of $8,457 to Southern Paciflc Company and $1,140 to the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, plus the cost of breaking the pavement
in order that the necessary condults may be leid and the restoratién
of the pavement to its original condition, which portions of the
cost are o be borne by the City of Pomona.

Cypress Avenue iz located midway between White Avenue
and Rebecca Street, two of the crossings which are to be provided
with the improved protection, at ar approximate distance of 300
feet Trom elther sireet. It extends from one block morth of the
Southern Pacific tracks to six dlocks south of the Unlon Pacific
tracks end 1s little used, as 1s evidenced by Exhibit No. 2 show-
ing thet, during the twelve-hour period from 6:00 AM. to 6:00 PuMe
or Merch 3rd, 1939, there wes a total of forty~four vehicular move-
wents over the crossinge.

At the present time the Southern Pacific crossing is
protected by one Standard No. 3 wigwag signal and two Stendard No. 1
erossing sigrs. The Union Puclific crossing of thils street is pro-
tected by ome Standerd Nodceressing sign. I the major plan for
improvement of the croscing situctlon 1s epproved, it 1s proposed
to relocate the existing wigwag at Cypress Avenue to the Southern

Pacitic erossing at Rebecca Streect, thereby elimlnating the necessity
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or purchésing a new signal for fzstallatlon at tkhat point. The
Tecord In this proceeding shows that spproximately 75 per cent
of the population of the City of Pomona resides in the area
nortk of the tracks and that the dredominating traffic is east
and west, with Holt Avenue, Fifth Strcecet and Second Street car-
rying the largest volume. Carey Avenue (protected by gates),
carries the mojor volume of nortk and south traffic but Park
Avenue, White Avenue, Hamilton Bouleverd and Towne Avenue also
carry sudbstantlal volumes of this traffic.

I* the Cypress Avenue crossing 1s to remain open, it
would scem conslzternt that synehronlized automatic protection |
also should be installed at that point, in order that all cross-
izgs iz the Cliy of Pomona would be afforded similar protection.

Tmis would edd an estimated $3,900 to the cost of the proposed

improvement, $2,400 of which would be bornme by Southern Pacifi

Company and $1,500 dy the Unioxn Paclific Rallroad Comparny, plus
whatever additional cost would be zecessary by reason of bresking
the pavement for imnstallation of conduits and the eventual re-
storation of this pavement to Its former condition.

The recoxd shows that the Los Angeles County Reglonal
Planning Commlssion has recommended the clogcing of this crossing
and thet, as long ago as 1929, tke Los Angeles County Grade
Crossing Committee made such a recommendatlon.

Several »ersonc appeared ad the hearing In protest to
the granting of thls application, it being their contentlon that
vke cios‘ng of the crossing over these tracks would result Iz
material depreciation of property values along Cypress Avenucs

With amply vrotected crossings within a short dlstarnce
or either side of the one involved herein, there appesrs to be
1itsle Justification for permiititing a crossing as little uced as -
Cypress Averue to remain open, particularly in vliew of the fact
thet, by so éoing, it might jeoperdize the prospect of securing

the necescary improvement to the major crossings in the city. To
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us it appeazrs that the hazard involwved at this location far out-
welghs the zdvaentages which would be gained either by the property
owners or the City of Pomozaz, L2 the croscing were To remain.
Careful considerution of the recoxd leads us to the
conclusion that the most suitadle answer to this problem 1s to
¢lose the crogsing at Cypress Aveanue and proceed fmmediately with
the Improvement ia protecilon at those remaining. The following

Oxrder will s0 provicde.
QRDET

Public rearings having beexz held and the Commission
belng Tully advized;

IT IS HERTBY ORDERED that the existing pudlic crossirg
of Cypress Avenue over the tracks of Southern Pacific Company
(No. B~513.92), and Union Pacific Rallroad Company (No. 2-31.6),
ip the City of Pomona, County of Los Angelec, State of Califoranis,:

shell Ye physically abandoned and elfectively closed by the in-

stallation and maintensnce of suitable physicel barriers. These

berriers skall be installed and thereafter maintained by appli-
cants Southern Pacific Company and Union Paciflic Rallroad Conpanye
IT IS HEREBY FURTHER CRDERTD that applicants, Soutkern
Paciftic Company and Unlon Pucific Rallroad Company, 1in accordance
with the understanding previously reached, shall immedlately pro-
ceed with the vrogram of improving the protection at the followlng

named gnd identified crossings in the City of Pononz:

Crossing No.
Southern Pacific nion Pacific

Eamilton Avenve B=513.6 3=3Lad
White Avenue Be$l3a.9 B3mZleS
Rebecca Street B=514.0 3=dla?
Palomares Street B=514,7 TG HAN

Eleanor Street Bwb5l4.8 TN A
Towne Averue B=515.1 . Z=32.5
San Antonlo Avexue B=515.2 S=32.8
Eacst End Avenue B=515.9 3=l3eS




The costv ¢f instelling this improved protectlion shall de
borne by epplicants Southern Pacific Company and Union Pacific
Raiiroad Company, except that the cost of dreaking the pavenexnt,
in oxcder thet condults may be placed, and the restoratlion of the
pavement to its original condition, shall be borne by the City of
Domona.

Applicants shall, within thiriy days the:eu.ter, notifly
this Commission ir writing of the closing of the crossing as di-
rectod herein, of the Iinstallation of the improved protection and
ol thelr compiiance with the conditions hereof.

The effective date of this Order shall be twenty daye
from the date hereofl. ‘ . "é(

Latec at Sar Franclsco, Californla, this 7

T e , 1939,
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Commissioners.




