
Decision No. 32000 (fNrtff@ff/}/JjJ 
BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COlQ!ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA g 

In the l~tter or the Application of 
S'OTTER :SUTTB~,C.ANAL CO. 

to sell to RICHVALE IPJcrGATION DIS­
TP~CT, and of the latter to buy? 
certa.in property ot Sutter Butte 
Canal Co. 

Application NC'e 22652 

Chas. w. Wn1te 7 for Sutter Butte Canal Co. 

~ ~ COMMISSION: 

OPINION 

In this proceeding, sutter Butte Canal Co. asks permission 

to sell to the Richvale Irrigation District, tor the sum of $136,000, 

the !ol1owing described properties:-

WATER RIGHT: 
"An undivided 5.92% interest in and to the 

''later to which sutter Butte Canal Co. is en­
titled under its water rights and appropriations 
in and to the waters o! Feather River, in the 
State o! Cal1fornia; excepting, however, the 
Stlilset 500-second I'eet, Pumping Permit No. 688, 
granted Sutter Butte C~~al Co. on the 4th day of 
March, 1920, by the Division of water Riehts of 
the State of California. 

DIV'ERSIONW()RKS AND MAIN C~"ij'AL: 
!7 An und1 vided 5.92% !nterest in and to the 

Cornp~yts dam, diversion works, intake, head gate, 
and other facilities whereby water is diverted from 
said Feather River at the head of the Companyts 
main canal, Butte County, California., together with 
an mldivided 5.92% interest in said Ms.in Canal, 
for a distance of three miles, more or less, from 
said intake to the head of the lateral known as 
the Biggs Extension Canal. 

BIGGS EXTENSION C}~~A~: 
ttAlso an undivided 11.83% interest in and to 

said Biggs Extension Canal for a distance of three­
fourths of a mile, more or less, from where it 
branches from the Comp~yts main canal to the head 
of the lateral known as Belding lateral. Also such 
pro rata part of the flowage right reserved by the 
Company for itself and its successors and a.ssigns 
in that certain deed dated 21st day of FebruarY,1931, 
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by and between Sutter Butte Canal Co.) a corporation, 
and Richvale Irrigation D1str1ct~ as may be necessary 
tor the service o! 5,743.9 acres now to be in-
cluded within said D1strict. 

WATT LATERAL: 
nAlso all that certain flowage right reserved 

by the Company for itself and its successors and 
assigns in that certain deed dated 2nd day of 
AUgust, 1937, by and between Sutter Butte Csnal Co., 
a corporation, ~d P~chvale Irrigation District 
for use of said Watt Lateral from a point near the 
Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of 
Section 30~ Township 19 North, Range 2 East, M.D.B. & M., 
to a point at or near the Southeast cor.ner or Section 
26, Township 19 North, Range 1 East~ M.D.B. & M.~ 
together with the right of ingress and egress to 
and from said. Watt I.atera!., likewise reserved in 
said deed. 

MARCH LATERAL: 
~All of the March Lateral from a point where 

said March Lateral leaves the end of the High 
Gravity Extension Lateral at or near the Northwest 
cor.ner of Section lS~ Township 19 North, Range 2 
East, M.D.B. & M.; thence Westerly to a potnt at 
or near the Northeast corner of the Northwest quarter 
of Section 14, %ownsb1p 19 North, Bange 1 East, 
!:t.D.B. &: M. 

§TINE LATERAL: 
uAll of the stine Lateral from a po~t on the 

South line or the Northeast quarter of Section 3;, 
To~mship 19 North, ~ge 2 East, M.D.B. & M., near 
the Southwest corner thereof to a potnt at or near 
the point where the West right of way line of the 
Southern Pacific Railroad intersects the South line 
of the Southwest quarter of Section 2, To~~sh1p 18 
North, R~ge 2 East, M.D.B. & M.~ 

Sutter Butte Canal Co., un~er the author~ty gr~ted b~ 

Dec~s1on No. 23136, dated December 2, ~9JO, as amended, ~ Appli­

cation No. 16998, and by Decision No. 29621, dated March 29, 1937) 

in Appl1cation No. 21075, sold to the Richvale Irr1gation" District 

an undivided 20.73% interest in and to the water to wJ::deh Sutte!' 

Butte Canal co. is entitled under its water rights and appropria­

tions, in and to the v~ters of Feather River in the state or 
California, excepting, however, the Sunset SOO-second feet Pumping 
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Permit No. 6S8~ granted Sutter Butte Canal Co. on Mareh 4~ 1920~ by 

the Division of Water Riehts of the state ot California; it also sold 

an undivided 20 .. 73% interest in and to its dam" diversion works" in­

take, bead gate and other fac11ities whereby water is diverted, from 

the Featber River at the head of the companyts main canal in Butte 

County; it also sold an undivided 41.54% interest in and to the Biggs 

Extension Canal for a distance of three fourths of a mile trom where 

it branebes from the cocpany's main canal to the head of the lateral 

known as Belding Lateral. Under the authority granted by said 

decisions the co~~any also sold to the District certain canals and 

other properties. 

Upon the acquisition of the properties ref,erred to above" the 

Richvale Irrigation District will own an undivided 26.65~ 1nterest 

in the cOI:lpany's water rights, dam, diversion works and main cana~ 

end an und1vided,53.26% interest 1c and to the Biggs Extens10n Canal, 

for the d1ztance :t:lent1oned .. 

It is of record that the Richvale Irr1gat!on District pro­

poses to annex to its area ;,749.9 acres of land which is now served 

by the Sutter Butte Canal Co. The location of this acreage is shown 

on the map tiled in this proceeding as Exhibit 1. To be in a pos1-

tion to serve the lands, the D1str1ct ~indz 1t necessar,y to increase 

its water zupply and fac1lities, to the extent :iJ:d16ated. 

Applicant reports that, 1n 1936, it =eceived from the sale of 

water to consumers residing in the area now to be annexed to the Rich­

vale Irrigation District, the sum of $15,369.8.3; in 1937" $15~4;2.77; 

and 1n 1938, $15,086.92. 

The COQPany and the District on February 24, 1931~ entered into 

an agreement covering the control, replacement ;~, ,>. ma1ntenance and 

operation of property owned and used jOintly by them. This agreem~t 
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was mod1fied on August 2~ 1937 because of the sale of additional 

properties by the company to the Dist~ict7 and will be further mod1-

~1ed if the District acquires the properties mentioned hcre~. The 

order. herein w1ll :provide that the Sutter Butte Canal co. file ~d.th 

the Commission a copy of the agreement, as modified, because or the 

sale of the properties here~ authorized and the annexation or a 

portion of the service area of sutter Butte Canal Co. to the Rich­

v~e Irrigation District~ 

ORDER 

A public hearing having been held in the above entitled matter 

before Examiner Fankhauser, the Commiss1on having considered the 

request of Sutter Butte Canal Co. ane it 'being of the op1n1on that 

such request shoul~ be granted subject to the prov1sions of this 
. 

order, ~herefore, 

IT IS EEBE:tIY ORDERED that Sutter Butte Canal Co. may, on or 

before October 1, 1939, sell to the Richvale Irrigation D1str1ct 

its right, t1tle and interest 1n the properties described in the 

foregoing opinion, such sale to be made in accordance with the terms 

and conditions or the agreement and option filed as Exhibit A 1n this 

proceeding and subject to further conditions as rollows:-

1. Within sixty(60) days afte~ the execution of the deed 

transferring the aforesaid properties to the Richvale, ,Irrigation 

District l Sutter Butte C~al Co. shall tile with the COmmission a 

certified copy ot such deed. 

2. Sutter Butte Canal Co. shall withtn sixty(60) days after 

the sale of said properties, file with the Railroad Commission a 

statement sr.tov:1ng the date when it cea.sed to deliver water to the 

area now being annexed to the Richvale Irrigation D1strict. 
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3. The consideration paid for said properties by Richvale 

Irrigation District shall not be urged before this Commission or any 

other public body as a r~~d1ng of the value of such properties for 

any purpose other than the transfer herefn author1zed. 

4. Sutter Butte Canal Co. shall file with the Commission 

w1thin sixty(60) days after the eate of the sale ot said properties~ 

a copy of each and every book entry recording the sale ot said pro-

perties. 

5. Within sixty(60) days after the transfer of sa1d proper­

ties~ sutter Butte Canal Co. shall file with the Railroad Commission 

a copy of the amendment to the agreement between said Sutter Butte 

Canal Co. and Richvale Irrigation District, providing for the control, 

replacement~ ma1nten:mce and operation of the properties owned artd 

used jointly by said Sutter Butte Canal Co. and said Richvale Irr1-

gation District. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein 

granted will become effective upon the date hereof. _ p 

DATED at San Francisco ~ California., this lin ~ day of 

May, 1939. 
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