In the NMetter of the Application of

Zlmer L. Cupp, an Individual, for e
Certificete under Zection 50 of +the
Public Utilities ict to establish end
malntein public utility weter service

in that portion of Coxzntra Coste County,
Californie known as the Crbisonie Heiszhts,
a Subdivision, and vroperty immediately
2djacent thereto, &nd to estedlish and
maintain water rates.

Application No. 22591.
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Elmer L. Cupp, for Aprlicant.

ZY THE COMMISSION:

In this proceeding Elmer L. Cupp requests the Cormission
t0 grent him e certificate of public convenience end recessity o
operate & water works cs a public utility in 2 subdivision knmown

as Qrbisonie Heights snd in certain territory zdjizcent thereto,

located about three and one=-half miles southwest of the City of

Pittsburg, in Coatra Costa County.

A public hearing in this matter was held before Examiner
e Re MecKall in Pittsburg.

according to the evidence Elmer L. Cupp in 1929 subdivided
& ten-acre tract called Orbisonis Helghts and drilled a well thereon,
constructed a 5,000-gellon clevated tank and installed a pump end
such eppurtenant facilities os were necessary o serve water to pros-
pective residents. Thereafter & second well was drilled and additionel

cstorage furnished by o 15,000-gellon tank. About the year 1936 s




certalin parcel of lend lyingz immediately adjacent to and southerly

of Orbisonie Heights was subdivided intoe lots by a party nemed
eGinnls who installed a water system to furnish weter to purchesers

of lotz In the tract now known as Pittsburg Terrece. This weter works
including the well, turbine pump and pressure tonk together with the
distribution system wes acquired in 1937 by Mr. Cupp, end the two
systems have since been interconnected. The well and pressure tenk

of the McGimnis plarnt ere now the principal overating units of the
combined weter works, the originsl Orbiseonis Heights well being now
non-operative. TUnder present operating conditiorns the pressure pro-
vlided veries from 10 pounds to 50 vownds per sguare inch. The atorage
tenks ore so connected as to feed into the distribution system during
rerieods of heavy draft. There are now 33 consumers veing served through
a totel of 2,895 feet of distridution mains ranging from 1> to 2% inches
in size. The present bdose rate for residentizl service is o flat rate
crerge of $2.50 ver month. The proposed service area includes 2pProxX-
imately 23 acres.

Applicant has kept no records of the original cost of the
utility properties nor of the current operating expenses and no testi-
mony wes presented by him or in bhis behell covering these items. A
report was submitted by John €. Luthin, one of the Commission's engi~-
neers, in which the original cost of the utility properties was esti-
meted to be 86,7032 as of Muy 3, 1939, including an item of 4770 for
materiels cnd supplies on hand consisting mainly of 48 Trident meters
recently purchased but as yet not installed. Annucl operstinsg expenses

for the immediate future were estimated to be 3850, including a depre-

ciztion ennuity of $125 computed by the 5% sinking fund method. Tnder

the existing rates the revenues now amount o about 51,000 per snnum.
The schedule of flat and meter rotes reguested by applicant

appears to be unreasoncbly high under present operating methods and
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service conditions. Ian addition to this it should de noted that
the sexvice ared of this utility is now in its eerly development
stages and shows 2 rapid ané healthv erowth indi¢ating a quite fully
settled area In tne not too distent future. Under such circumstances
ed 1r the following Crder will provide for 2 reasonsble
return upon the invesiment over and above proper and normel oprerating
costs including depreciction and tney compure favorably with charges
by public utilities operating under like circumstances and similer

-

conditions in this section of the state,
From the evidence it sppeers that cpplicant desires to in-

¢ticelly all service comnections and will do so

25 seon as & meter rote is established. wnile the install&tion of
1

neters unguestionebly will reduce the waste and careless use of
weter with some slight resultent Increase in pressure conditions,
vet it is very apparent that the comall size of the moins together
with the lack of high eleveted storagze nave resulted in most unsat-
slactory pressure conditions and in serious lack of susteined delive
ry cepocity. The existing small mains make it impossibvle to provide
adeguete water et reasonable operating pressures during periods of
peak lozd demands. Conditions will grow stecdily worse with the con-
cistent increase of new consumers. It will be necessary to install,
without deley, 2 primery feeder vipe line not less thon 4" in diameter
reversing the entire length of the Crbisonis Helghts tract,and 2lso
southerly to or near Zhell Street in Pittsbure merrace. Conrecting

the cross lines to this large moin should result in vastly imoroved
weter pressure and delivery capacity. This certificate will be
grented comtingent upon the installation of such & main within a
reasonazble time, such time cppearing to be not latver thon tihe first
dey of lay 1940,

ADnlicant hes secured from the county authorities all permits

=F-




necessary for the crossing of county rozds and highways 2t this
time. No protests were filed in this oroceeding and it appears
from the evidence to be to the bost interests of the public that

e certificate of public conve.lence end necessity be granted.

Application as entitled above having been filed with the
Reilroad Commission, a public heering heving been held thereon,
the matter having been duly submitted and the Commission now being
fully sdvised in the premises,

The Railroed Commission of the State of Cslifornie heredy
declares that public convenience and necessity require the operation

of 2 water system by Elmer L. Cupp in that tract known es Orbisonia

Heignts and certain edditioncl and adjecent lend situsted southerly

thereof, all located cdout three and one=helf miles southwesterly

of the City of Pittsdburg, County of Contra Costa, and as shown on

the mep merked Exhibit "A™ attsched to the application and on the
map marked Exhibit No. 2, both of whick are hersdy made o part of
this Order by reference, the entire service sres being more particu~
larly desceribed as follows:

Commencing at the intersection of Bailey Road
end the County Ro2d, which intersection is 2t the center
of Sectionl, T. 2 N., R.1 W., M.D.B.& ¥.; thence running
westerly to the westerly boundaries of a proposed tier of
lots fronting on the west side of Sailey Ro2d; thence
running souwtherly clong the westerly boundaries of said
proposed lots to the extension of the south boundery of

Lot 8, Block 2 of Pittsburg Terrace! thence running essierly
along the extension of sald south boundary of said Lot 8 and
continuing along the south boundary of sald Lot 8 and of
~0t &3, Block 2 of Pittsburg Terrace to the center line of
Willow Avenuo; thence northerly along szid center line of
Willow Avenue 10 its intersection with the center line of
Shell Street; thence eesterly along seid center lige of
Shell Street to the oast boundary of Pittsdburg Torrace;
thence zlong the eest boundary of Pittsdburg Terrace and

its extension running along the east boundery of Crbisonia
Heights to the north side of szid County Road: and thence
running westerly alomg said north side of the County Road

to the point of beginning.
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IT IS FERERY QRDIRED thet o certificate of public convenience
and necessity be and it is hereby granted to Zlmer L. Cupp to operate
a public utility for the sale and distribution of water within the
territory hereinbefore descrided.

IT IS FEREBY FURTHIR CRDEREL &s follows:

1. That Elmer L. Cupp be and he iz hereby authorized and
directed to file with this Commission, within thixrty
13C) days from the date of this Qrder, the following
schedule of rates to be charged for all water service
rendered to kis consumers subsequent to the 31st
day of Mav , 1939z .

TlaT RATS
(l) ResideEC3 Per month-..-.-.-.-...--.-..-t-.u.

(2) For each additionel residence on ssne
nremises occupied by a tenant, ver month...

VIDTERED RLTES
Monthly Minimum Charges:
For 5/8" meter--b.--......--.II.I....II..IIICI
For l" meter..I..Qllll-l............l.-....l

?Or l%" meter.--.-.-.--....Il.o.l.n...--l..'.
FOI’ 2“ meterooo--.ol-0-.-0-.0..-...-..-.....

Bach of the foregoing "Monthly Minimum Cherges®
will entitle the consumer to the cuentity of
water which that monthly minimum cherge will
purchese ot the following Monthly Quantity
Rates:

Vontkhly Ouantitv Rates:

For 500 cubic feet, Or 1eSSiisicesesnsns SL.7
Next 500 cubic feet per 100 cubic feet... § .2
All over 1,000 cubic feet per 100 cubie feet... 3 .1

Meters may be instslled et the option of
either the Company or the consumer.
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That Zlmer L. Cupp be and he is heredy directed 10 subdb-
mit within thirty (30) days from the date of thls Order
rules and reguletions governing relations with his
consumers toO become effective only upon approval by this
Cormission.

Thet the ceriificate of public convenience snd necessity
hereir grented shall terminete on the first day of Nay
1940 unless applicant shall install or cause 10 be Iin-
stelled on or before said date 2 feeder main of not less
then 4 inches in internzl diameter extending from the
southerly boundary to the northerly boundary of the
utility service =res, sald feeder mein to be installed,
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connected and in operation in a manner satisfactory
$o the Raliroad Commission on or before sald first
day of Nay 1940, unless otherwise ordered.

Tor all otker purposes the effective date of this Order

shall be twenty (20} days from the date tereor.
Tated at 3an Frencisco, Californie, tkis :Zg‘”L day

of ﬂff 1939.

CCLLIISSICONERS.




