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BEFOnE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE CF CALIFCRNIA

In the Natter of the Appllication of

MI'. LASSZN MOTOR TRANSIYW, INC., & cor-
voratlon, for a certificate of publlce
convenleonce and necessity to operate a
common carrier truck service between
Suzanville, Callfornls, and Alturas,
CalIifornla, and intermediste points via
Standish, Litchfleld, Ravendale, Lormo,
Madeline and Likely, Csalifornia.

Application No. 21990

e T S R e

THQMAS O'HARA, for Applicant

BARRY A. ZNCELL, for 0. C. & N, Stages, Inc.,
Protestant

ANSEL S. WILLIALS, for Southern Pacific
Company ond Paclfic liotor Trucking Company,
Protestants

TEQKAS Q'ZEARA, for Unlted Motor Yransport
Lines, Inc. ag lts interest may appear

HARRY A. ENCELL, for Rallway Express Agency,
Incorporated, Protestant.

EY THE COmMISSION:

Sy this appilcatlon, as amended, Nt. Lasgen Motor Yransit,
Inc., a corporatlon, seoks authorlty from this Commission to estabe
1lish and operate an automotive service as o highway common carrier
between Sucanville and Alturas snd invermediate points via Standish,

Litekhrield, Ravendale, Termo, ladeline and Likely.

A public hearing in this proceeding was conducted by

Zraminer lcCGettigan, In Susanville, on September 15, 1938, whore
testimony was receivod, exhiblts filed, the matter submitted, and
it iz now ready for cecislon.

The granting of this application was protested by
0. C. & N. Stages, Inc., Southern Pacific Compsny, Pacific Motor




Trucking Company and Rallway Express Agency, Incorporated. United
kotor Uransport ILines, Inc. entercd an appearance as an Interested

PAIrTY .

Sam Aronson, precsident of the applicant corporation, tes-
tifled that he had been in the transportation businoss for fourteen
years and had made a survey of the territory proposed to be served
before filing tho instant aﬁplication. Ho further testified that
kis company waz the nolder, since July 1, 1938, of o mall contract
between the ternminl now sought for certification. Hé also stated
that hls estimate of dally tonnage avallable would vary from one-
half ton up to eight tons and that Inasmch as hils company had to
operate a mall truck over this route he belleved that with little
or no additlonal operating oxpense this tomnage could be moved, He
further testifiecd that his company proposed a dally service over the
112 mile route to be traversed leaving Susanville arnd Alturas at
11:00 ALk, and 12:00 noon, respectively, with arrival time being set

for Alturas at 2:40 P.l. northbound ané for Susanville at 4:00 P.MN.

on the southbound trip. Two 1938 Internationzl trucks of from four

Yo zix tons capaclity would bo utilized in this servico. Rates
assessed ere to be In accordance with the Cormission's deelsion No.
0370 ond supplements thereto. Additionally, Aronson testlfied that
nis company obtalned, from the Commlisslon, a highway contract car-
riers permlt (18-175) izsued August 2, 1938, and that thereunder it
entered Into some twenty-four written and nlne verbal contracts
shippors and receilvers of fLroight to transport their commod-
itles. Between July 1, 1938, when the mall route was started, and
the entry by this company into contract operations, Aronson testifled
that nothing but mail had beon transported in thls territory. Sub-
sequently thereto, he asserted, no property had beon tronsported save

for those with vhom contracts had been entered intoe with the result




that shipments had been refused by lit. Lassen Motor Translit, Inc.
because offered on other than & contract basis. It was also his
testimony that he had the substantial shippers of the disirict wnder
contract. So far, he stated, no salpments othor than those originat-
Ing ot Susanville had been transported and these consiszted principally
of meat, eggs, butter, chooese, grocerles and cream, Othor frelight
moving In this territory conslsted of feed, farm implements and

parts, flour and salt.

He admittod that the equipment proposed to be used In this
service was purchased in June of 1938 and that in view of tho fact
thav the daily mall amounted to only three or fouwr hundred pounds,
the vehicles were excessive in sizo for thls service. He testified
that as a contract carrier his company was transporting from two
hundred pounds to two tons dally. It was further developed from
this witnoss that without the mall contract ($4100 per year) +he
proposed service would not be compensatory despite hilis assertion
the® 41t could be operated for about 6% cents per mile. When queried
about the¢ amount of tonnage avallable at tormini and intermedlato
points this witness was unable to quote any figures in this respect,
In fact, admitted he "didn't know." Questliored 2s to the extent of
als survey the witness Aronson testiflied that ho hod made one trip
detween Susanville ané Alturas and had interviewed some nine people
Including one each at Standish, Litchfleld, Ravondale, Termo, and
dgdeline and three or fowx at Alturaz. Ho denled dlscussing the
matter ol contracts with those people at the time of thilis survey whickh
antedatod obtalinment of the contract carrier permit referrod to. It
appears that a driver (not ILdentlflied or prosent at the hearing) had
conductod most of the prior negotlatlions and had subsequently left
contract forms at stcres along the way for prospective patrons to
use. Admlittedly the contract carrier permit was obtained as a

temporaxry expedient pending adjudication of the instant application.
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Seven publlic witnesses, five from Susanville and two from
Termo, were preseated and testifled in behalf of appllicant. Several
of these wltnesses had contracts with applicant and one or two have
been using thelr own trucks. Zach indicated that they would patron-
lze the service of applicant but at the same time, with one excoption,
found no great Alssatisfaction {except with rates assessed) with the
service of Q. C. & N. Stages, Inc. now operating a daily ¢erv1cél)
for the transportation of property between Susanville and Alturas
limited to m ckages welghing not more then 100 pounds on passenger

verlcles.

Coxpuring the scheduled service proposed by applicant with
that of protestant 0. C. & N. Stages, Inc. we find that as to leaving
time from Alturas the two are Ildentical, with applicant arriving at

Susanville one hour later than 0. C. & N. Stages, Inc. The return

trip from Susanville cshows O. C. & N, Stages, ;nc. leaving forty

mirtes before applicant and arriving forty-five minutes prior to
arrival of applicant. Additionally, the testimony of witness Lucas
ol O. C. & N. Stages, Inc. was that vehicles of his company had 449
cuble feot of cargo space which was only beling utilized at sbout

10 per cent of full carrying capaclty. A consldersble degree of
Cissatisfactlon was exprecsod by several witnesses with respect to
Southern Paclfic Company service which allegedly was slow and
irregular. Generally rall service was not very extonsively used

according to these witnesses.

(1) wime schedule No. 19 of 0. C. & N. Stages, Inc. effective
July L, 1938, shows one scheduled round trip betweern termint
of Susanville and Alturas as follows:

12:00 Nooxn LV Alturas AR 2:00 P.ii.-
3200 P.k. AR Susanvillo LV 10:20 A.M.




In comnectlon with Southorn Paclfic Company service it was
testlilfled by an opersting witness of the Company that 2 dalily except
Sunday lcl merchandlse service was rendered bhebtweern Susanville anéd

l1a Wendel wilth Paclflic kotor irucking Company pickup and
dellvery service avalladle at Alturas and Susanville. wraiﬁs, it was
stated, leave Susanvillc boitween 9:00 and 10:00 P.M., srrive Wendel
10:00 %o 12:00 P.M. and Alturas 10:00 to 12:00 A.N. From Alturas

Copartiure was set betweon 10:00 and 12:00 P.lM., arrival at Werdel
P P.l.,

botwoen 5:00 and 10:00 A.N. with deperture therefrom at 3:00 P.X.,

srrliving Susanviile between 4300 and 5:0C P.MN,

At the roguest of counsel for applicant vrotesiant Southerz

Poelflc Company flled with tho Co?m%ssion and portles of Interest, on
2
October 3, 1938, iis exnlbit No. 3  supplementary to aend supporting

sald protestants testimony as to the service above deseribed, which

(2)

Date

Lv.
Altvran

Ar.
Wendel

Car

Destination

5a14-38

5-15-35
$5-16-38
S=17-38

S=14<38

12:55 AN

1:15 AN
1:15 AX
5:08

12:3¢C
12:20 AN

Iv.
Wendel

8:15 A

9:20 AM
3:00 PX
9:10 AN

2:20 Al

1IN0 50818
SP 29472

SP 30978
GAR 767998

2 Lrere
SP I7810
SP 24206

SP 26875
S22 29472
SP 37643

SP 30578
Sp 32510

SP 32622
IFE 91818
NG 52049
SP 30878

Susanville
Reno

Reno

Reno

Reno

Eeno
Susanville
Susanville
Reno
Iikely
Reno

Reno




applicant alleged through counsel was in faet tri-weekly rather
than dally except Sunday. Ihis exhibit, covering the period May
14 to 20, 1938, incluslive, wac made up from data abstracted from
original wheel report reocords of car movements. The period taken
was alleged to be a representative one prior to the filing of the

Instant application on iany 31, 1938.

(2) Cont'd.

Lv.
Date Wendel Date Car Deatination

S=15=38 L:58 AN I 5-10-38 SP 062016 Lakeview
: SP  273%L  Lakeview
SP 32510 Alturas®
INO 53559  Alturas
PFE 34826 Xlam, Palls

FFE 24582 Klam. Falls

SP 33264 Klem. Falls
2 18083  Alturas_
SP 29472 Alturas®
SP 61585 Lakeview

PFE 35385 Lakeview

SP 30578 Alturas®
RI 41029 Alturas

FFE 41968 Klom.alls
PFE 33848 Xlam, Falls
e 95341 Lakeview
CBQ 42744 Altures
SP 32570 Alturas®

PFE 51284 Klam, Falls
VIE 25842 Alturas

TFE 22494  Lokeviey
SP 29472  Alturas™

Lv. AL o
wendel Wostwood

3235 AN 10:45 AN SP Sussnville
SP Susanville
YN Westvwood

S=14=38 TNO Westwood
SP Westwood.
SP Susanville
SP Susanville #

S=15=-3¢ Sunday, no train.




Aside from 0. N. Bennett of Armor and Bennett of Susan-

ville, shippers and receivers of milk, creem, and.dalry products,

none of the witnescsec presented, testifled as to any great neod of

additional transportation soervice. Indeed, Lt appears that unless
subsldized by tho mall contract proviocusly referred to, the proposed
operation could not support itself on the tonnage offered or

available,

(2) Cont'd.
Lv. M‘O

Date Wendel Westwood  Date Destination

5-16-38

$5=13=38
S=14=38

S«ll=38
S5=17-38
5=18-38
5=-19=38

3:55 Al

Lv.
Westwood

11:35 AN

10:L5 AN

12:20 PX

12:15 PM

Ar.
Wendel

12:50 Al

12245 AN

11:10 Al
12:50 AX
1:05 AN
12258 AM

G205 Ak

2:50 PX
8:20 AM
9:30 AM
10:50 AM

5=16-38

5-17-38

5=18-38

5=19-38

S5=13=38&
S=14=-38

S-14=38
S5-17=-38
5-18=-38
5-19-38

SP 18404
SP 88536

SP 335826
PrE 20286

SP 88536
SP 50818
SP 61190
SP 25341

Westwood
Susanville

Susanville 7

Susanville

Susanville
Susanville

Susanville
Susanville
Litchfiold
Westwood

Susanville
Susanville

Westwood
Sgsanville

Litehflield
Wendel #

Reno
Sparks

Wencdol #
Reno
Reno

Reno

Indlicates cars designated in records os mall cars.

Indicates cars designated in records as milk,

enpty cans or cream cars,

-




The Information available in thls procoeding with respect
to the distributlon and extent of populatlon and location thereof,
end oxtent of trading snd ranching areas in this territory, was
rather meagre, as was evidence of a "back haul" from Alturas. Lhere
was also insufficient evidonce as to a new, dllffleront or faster
sorvico being offered In comparison with exlsting cervices to which
no great inadequecy was attached, according to the record, although
some dissatisfactlon with retes was expressed. Consldered together
with the lack of dofinite lmowledge of transportatlon requirements
in thic territory, divulged by the record, the facts so develeped
preclude an affirmatlive finding herein that publlc convenlence and

necocsity reguire or will support the service p oposed.

Baced on the record presented, therefore, it i1s the

finding of this Commission that no ¢adecuate: showing of public

convenience and nececsity having been made by lt. Lassen Motor

Tronsit Inc., the applicatlion be denied.

A public hearing having been held on the sbove-entitled
sroceeding, the matter having been duly submitted, and the Commission

having been duly advised in the premlses,

IT IS BEREBY ORDERED that Application No. 21990 of MNt.
Lassen Motor Transit Inc. for a certilicate of publlc convenlence

and necessity to establish and operate an automotive service as a




highwey cormon carrier between Susanville and Alturas and intermediate

points be and the same heoreby ls cdenled.

Te effective date of thls order shall be twenty (20) days

fronm the date hereof.

. 7
Dated at Socn Franclsco, Californis, this /" day of
Jze, 1939. |
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