DECISION NO. (227 @@
705 /

BEFORE THE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CMEOM.@% Z

In the Matter of the Application of )

Southern Californies Gas Company for )

& Certificate that Publlc Convenience )

and Necessity Require the Exercise of g Aapplication No. 22666
Rights and Privileges Granted to it

by Ordinance 261 of the City of )

Porterville. )

L. T. Rice, for Applicant.
BY THE COMMISSION:
OPINION

Southern California Gas Company requests in this pro-
ceeding a certificate of publlic convenlence and necessity under
Section 50(b) of the Pudlic Utilities Act, authorizing the exer-
¢lse of rights and privileges under a gas franchise granted to it
by Ordinance No. 26l of the City Council of the City of Porterville,
adopted August 21, 1928, a copy of which is attached as Exhibit
"3" to the application. Said franchise is for a period of twenty-
Live years.

A public hearing was held May 16, 1539, before Examiner
Crenshaw at Porterville, California, at which time the matter was
submlitteds No one appeared to protest the gramting of the eppli-
catione

According to the testimony introduced on behalf orf the
epplicant, applicant and its predecessors have been rendering ser-
vice to the Inhebitants of the City of Porterville for many years
prior hereto, pursuant to a franchise granted by Ordinance No.
134. 4pparently this franchise decame invalid on account of one

of tae previous compenies having failed to meet the payment of a




percextage of the gross revenue as required in the'franchise. This
raised a légal question and in view of this condition applicant
deemed it advisable to obtain a new franchise.

Applicant now rendexrs gaus service in substantially all
parts of the City of Porteiville and, according to téstimohy, no

other utility renders like service therein.

It 1s clear from the evidence that present and future don-

venience and necessity require that applicant exercise the franchise
granted to it by saild Ordinance No. 261 in order that it mey com-
tirue to furnish gas to the imhabitants of the City of Porterville.
At the hearing it was stipulated by the applicent, as a
matiter of record hereln, pursuvant to a certain Resolution duly
adopted by the Board of Directors of the applican; compény anéd sub-
nitted at the hearing, dated the llth day of April, 1939, that
neither the applicant, nor its successors or assigns, will ever
clainm before the Railrocd Commissior of the State of California,
or before any Couwrt or public body, any value for the aroresaid |
Franchise and Certificuate of Public Convenlexce and Neqéssity prayed
for, greater than the actuel cost of the Franchise, which is $285.83,
exclusive of the 550.00 fee for filing the present applidétion.

IT IS FOUND AS A FACT thet public convenience and ne-
cessity require, and Southern Californis Ges COmpany is heredy
grented o certificate to exercise the rights and privileges grented
to it by Ordinamce No. 261 of the City of Porterville.

This Order shall be effective lmmediately.
Dated San Francisco, Californie, June
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Commissloners. -




