
Decision No. __ ~:'._'::~_-'/_' ,_~ .. _.,;~_~ • 

BEFORE TEZ RAILROAD COM1t.1.SSION OJ? THE STAIrE OF 

In the I\~s.tte::, of the A:pplication of 
EIECTRIC RAILV,iAY CO~IPP..lfY 

BAKERSFIELD AND KEPJ~ ) 

(~) For authority to abandon its South Chester Avenue 
~treot r~ilw~y li~e in the City of Bakersfield. 

(b) For authority to e~to.blish and operate 0. !fpas_ 
senSe:' stage!! li..")o in oubstitution of its South Chester 
Avenue otreet railway line over eJxtendod route within 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

City of Bakersfield, but cs an extension of its existing ) 
Oild~le bus line operating within tho City of Bakersfield) 
and territory contiguous thereto in the County of Kern; ) 

(c) For certificate of public convenience and neces- ) 
3ity to establish and opex-ate :l now IIpassenger stage!! ) 
lin€) from the Southern Pacific Sto. tion a'c Sumner and ) 
Eo.ker Streets in the City of Bo.l~ersfield to Kern County ) 
General Hospital and through Primavera Park and East ) 
Niles Tro.ct located in Kerrl County contiguous to the ) 
City of Bakersfield. ) 

F. H. P~~SON# for Applicant 

BY TEE CO).DErSSrON: 

OPINION --------

App11cation 
No. 22702 

In this proceeding Bru{crsfield and Kern Electric Rnilway 

Oompo.ny requests au'chority to s.b0.ndon ~trc0t car servico on itz so

cc.lled South Chester AvemJ.e tltrect co.r line and substitute therefor 

paSSO:lger stage service" all in tho City of Ba]\:orsfield. furthermore 

app11c~nt requests permission to operate a passenger stc.ge service 

from Southern Pacific Company'~ station in Bakersfield to the area 

in tho vic~~ity of Kern County General Rosp1tal# contiguous to tho 

City of Bru{orsfield. 

A ~ublic hearing was held before Examiner Hall in Bru{ors

fieJ.d on '1f..s.y 31, 1939, at which time the matter was submittod for 

do terxr..ina tion .. 

Applicant now operc.tcs two streot Co.r lines in Bakersfield -

one between Tho Atchison, Topoka and Sante. Fo Railway Company's depot 
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and Southern Pacific Companyts depot in Bakersfield, and the other 

southerly alons Choster Avonue fron 19th Streot to 8th S·t:reot" thence 

along 8th Streot, tlplt stroot, a.nd 11th Stroot to Chester ,\von\:.e. 

This latter l~e is pro~o3ed to be d1~continued and replaced by 

psssongor stage service us hereinafter described in Part I of 

E."thi b 1 t It f .... tI 

Applicant also oporates two pa~seng0r otage services -

one to the 011dale district f!"O:::l 16th Stroot; and Cho:'Jtor Avonue" 

snd ono fro~ So~thorn Pacific dopot to the Nile Stroot area. All 

tho e:-:1stins stroet Ct1.r and pU:Jse.ngor stc.go lines o.ro shown on the 

l'n:lp nmrked Exhibit TlJ\Tt o.tta.ched to the o.ppl:tco.tion. 

The City ot' Bakorsfield is contem.pluting tho resurfacing 

of Chester Avenue south of 19th Street, which will involve the 

ra.isins of the streot grade a.bout two inches~ The coot involved to 

ra.ise applicant'::: tracks this smOl.l..l")'C would be prohibit1ve 0.3 the 

rails arc laid in concrote~ .~ ~rran6ement has boen entered 1nto 

between o.pplics.nt o.nd the City whereby appl1c1Ult will pay to tho 

City i,~1,952~L~1 ~.n return for which the City will to.ke possession 

of snd remove the track structure; a~'P11cant will removo all over

head construction and poles. 

The substitute passenger stage service proposed will cover 

not only the sume territory as the street co.r line but will extend 

to Br'lmdase Lane, some six blocks sou·th or 8th Stree'c. The record 

ShO"I:' tho.t this is a growins n.rce. and needs local transportation 

se:-v1cc. 

The City of i3::tkersf1cld, by ro:::olution(l) passod on 

!o!arch 27, 1939, approved thi::: pJ.an of change in service. 

---.--------.----------------------.--------.------.-------------------
(1) A copy of said resolution is attached to the application, 

ms.rkcd Exhibit nC t! which prOvides the terms upon which street 
rail abandonment shall be placed in effect. 
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It io propoccd to connect this nov, route v:ith the ex1~tins 

OJ.ldo.le :p9.ccc~:or st~.so ::-out€l ope!'Cl. tins no::-th on Ch~stcr Avenue from 

19th Stroet. 'i'his con.::olido.ted. route will provide 0. thirty-:n1nute 

::;orvicc to oot:: tho Olldc.le diotrict unO. tho South Chezter Avenue 

u:-OCl., thuD incrcD.zinS the Oildale so!'vico from 0. l'orty-:m1nute hca.d

wo.y to 0. thi:::>ty-minuto hoo.dway. 

Applicant elso deoi!'os to esto.blizh 0. now po.c~cnzcr sto.ge 

service into the ares o.dj~cent to the Kern County General Eoopito.l 

:md Priln~.ve:-o. Pc.rl{ o.roo.o from Southern Po.cit:'lc Company' c tlepot, the 

route of wbicr.. is he:-e:'i.nc . .f'tor deccrlbcd in Part I of Exhibit "Att 

:lttC1.chcd her'eto. ~hc dictricts propoood to be carved are largely 

Oo.st of the c~~t city li.--r.:ttc of Bc.l.;:cr:::fiold and 0.1"0 building up 

::-apidl'J" o.s residen tio.J. 0.1"08.$. l-u:::>thcrlTlol"e, 0. high cchool hc.::: bocrI 

ecto.'olishcd juot C':.:.:::t·' of tho Con0:r:'nl Hospi-co.l which will require 

tr~~8port~tion for its studonto. 

A~p1ic~r.~ aloo propozoo to cancel ~l its tariffs, both 

te~nporo.1"Y o.nd pcr::;;"'1.ncnt, c.nd. 'Co 0sto.blioh :1 perllUlnont rs. te otructure, 

DoS sot forth in Exl1.ibi ts IT <T, IT !lK, (l and T! IP ~ tto.ched to the o.pplic~

t::'on. '1'1::1.0 tc.riff provic1.os fo'!' 8. basic 5-cont :-atc ','iithin the city 

lim:!..ts of ::3:).~{('\r::;fiold" wi th ~, 2-cent tro.n:;:!'er cho.rSo; also a. lO-cent 

:rare botwoon pOint.::: Yrithin tho cit;y and pOint::; outoiclc the city. 

No ~~crc8.se in fares is involved. 

Othe::, th:...."l. c.:!?pl~.co.nt no O::i0 8.1'::!0Drcd o.t the h0:l1"~.n;:; to 

~~pport or to oppo~c the sro.ntlns of tho a.pplic~tion, ~lthough np-

t .. :::>OViCi'i ot thc record cloo.rly ::.ho\'::; tho.t the granting of 

th:i.s o.pplico.tion i£ in public in'ccrezt ~d tho.t the pl:?,clng in effect 

of th0 proposed :::ervice will provide ~~ improvod local sorv:!..cc for 

the City of B~ker3rleld and the surrounding unincorporatod creas. 

The C·P91ico.t10n .... '::.11 t~crerore b0 c:;ro,nted. 
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• 

Bal:er:field ond Kern Electric Railwa.y Compo.ny 13 hereby 

placod upon notic€) tho..t lIoporo.tive rights ll do not constitute ::l. cla~s 

of p::'opcrty which should be cap:i.ts.lized or used as an element of 

va.lu€) in determining reasonable- "-"'a.tes. Aside from their purely 

permissive aspect they Gxtend to the holder s. full or partial 

monopoly o~ a cl~$s of business over a p~rticulo.r route. This 

monopoly feature mny be chAnged or destroyed a.t uny time by the 

:ta-ce which is not i:'l any respect limi tod to the number of rights 

~hich may be given. 

'.rl-lE R.;'ILRO!.J) COMJ,:rSSION OF TIill S'.rA11J:: OF CALIFOR.J."JI.c... EEREBY 

DECLARES that public convonience and necessity require the estab-

lishrnent s.nd operst;ion br applicant" 9.3 0. passenGor stage corpora .. 

tion" a~ defined in Section 2-1/4 of the Public Utilities Act" of 

an automotive pa~senser service for the tr~$porto.tion of passongers 

uJ.:'on and a.long the rou teo described in E. ..... ..h1bi t II A,tt 'So ttachcd hereto 

~~d made a p~~t hereof" and to consolidate the same with '~he remainder 

of its operating rights. 

IT IS HE~~BY ORDERED that ~ certificate of public con-

vanienc0 ~~d necessity for such servlce is hereby granted to B~kors

field and Korn ElectriC Ro.:tlwo.y Company 1 subject to the followinG 

cond.i tions: 

(1) Applicant shall file 0. written o.cceptance of the 
certificate herein gronted within 0. period ot not 
to exceed fifteen (15) days from date hereof. 

(2) Applicant shall commence the service herein authorized 
Vlithin a period of not '~o exceed one hundred s.nd twenty 
(120) days from the effective date hereof. Service on 
the South Chester Avenue lino shall be commenced con
cu.rrently wlt:h the ab!:Lndonment of street car service as 
here;i.no.fter o.u'cho!"ized. 
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Applicant ~hall tile, 1n dupllcato , and mv~o ezroctlvo 
within ~ period of not to exceed one hundred 'and twonty 
(120) o.o.YD art or tilO oi'i'octivo elate or th:7.D ordor, 0:0 
not 1~S3 than :Cive (5) days' not:'i.ce to "l~he Com.'U1ss1on and 
the public, time cchedules coverinS tho service herein 
authorizod in a ~orn ao.tisfnctory to tho Commisaion. 

~he rights and privileges herein authorized may not be 
discontinued, oeld, lc~sed, transferred, nor ~asiBned 
UIlless the written consent ot the Commlss1on to such 
discontinuance , cale , 10$.ce, transfer, or assignment 
h.o.c fi:r~t been obtainod. 

~io vehicle mB.y co Op0N'.t;ed by applicant herein unless 
such voh~clo is o~~0d by s~id ~pplic~nt or is lo~sed 
by applicant under a contrect or a3reo~ent on s. basis 
:>a'l::isi'actory to the Com::niss:i.on. 

(0) Applic~~t is authorized to turn its motor vehicles at 
termini or intermediate pOints, eithor in the inter
section of the streets or by opers.tine; around II blocl<: 
contiguous the:r'ot;o in either direction, and -co carry 
pn.sson2.~0r$ 0.::: traffic regulations of 'the :municipality 
may require. 

I'J: IS l~REBY ~-\:.r;EER ORDERED ths. t Bru<:ersfield. & Kern 

. "0' 
k 

Electric P.r:.ilwe.y Company ::'0$ o.uthorized to s.bn.ndon streot cur service 

and remove tracks .?nd c.ppurtens.nce:::. thoreto upon its South Che:::ter 

Avenue street car l~l.ne, a::: doccribed in Part II of E7.h1bit IrAII 

attached hereto ruld made a. pQ.rt hereof, subject, however, to 'I;;he 

follo\,:inS concii tione: 

(1) Said street car service $h~ll be abandoned concurrontly 
with tho o;;;to.blishment; of po.ssen60l:' ot.!l.ge service 1..':.1'0:0. 
Sou-~h Choater Avenue route, S.$ hereinb~for0 authorized. 

(2) Applico.nt shall" within th~rty (;0) days thereafter, 
notify this COlTh":lission , in Vir:!. tinSI o~ the abandonment 
of the facilities authorized herein and of its compli
ance i'11 th tho concii tion3 hereof. 

IT IS HERE3Y FUR'J:1}::-ER ORDEP.ED tho.t Bakersfield and Kern 

Elec'~ric Railway Company :1.3 authorized, on not less than five (5) 

days' noti~e to the Commission and tho publiC, to cancel all 

tariff::: now on file with tho Co::nmicsion by proper supp10ment, o.nd 

concurrently o.nd in lieu theroof f1le and ::mke effective tariffs 

constructed in accordance vlith tho require:n.onts of the COt:mlission's 
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Gonoral Oruer::: and containing rate.::::, rule:3, s.nd rcgula:cion3 which, 

1~ volume ~d effect, shall be 1de~tical with the rates, rules, and 

reGulations shovm in Ey11ibi to ".J" II uK, II and tI L" attached to the 

application. 

The effective date of this Order 3$11 be the da~ hereof. 

Da.ted at Sm :5'ranci:::co, California, this LJ...r-f da.y of 

Commissioners 



• 
EXHI~~~_'!.~ 

PART I - DESCRIPTION OF PASSENGER STAGE ROUTES _...;;...0.-"' _____ ............... .... ._.. 'I ... _. __ 

Bee:tnnins at the intorsoc'\:;1on of: Chester A.venue and 19th 

Street" thence south along Chester Avenue to California Avonue~ eaet 

on Co.11fornia Avenue to tlpn Street, south on ttplt Street to 8th Street" 

west on 8th Street to ItEtt Street, south on l'Ii" Street to BrurJdage 

Lo.ne" east on Brundage Umc to IILIT Stroot, north on "tll Stroot to 

8th Strect" C$.st on 8th Street to lip!! Street, north on "pIt Stroet 

to Co.lifornia Avcnue, west on C$J. ifornia Avenue to Chester Avonue" 

no:'th on Chester l."lonue to 19th Streot, all within the City of 

Bakorsfield, and thence along the route to the existing 011da1e

H1ghl~~d Park Line. 

Co~~nci~G at Southern Pa.cific Com~any's depot at Sumnor 

and Baker Streets, thence northerly on Bo.ker Stroet to Niles Streot, 

easterly on Niles Street to Orange Drive? northerly on Orange Drive 

to FloVior Street" eo.~torly on Flower Street to Vernon Avenue, zouth 

on Vcrr.o~ Avenue to OreSon Streot" easterly on Oreson Street to 

Locust Stroet, sO',lth on Locust Street to Niles Street" easterly on 

X:i.les Street to Barlow Streot, south on Bo.rlow Stroot '1;0 Lake Street, 

west on Ls.l<:e street to Vernon Avenue, south on Vernon Avenue to Kentucky 

Streot, Vlest on Kentucky Streot to Bo.l<or Streot, and thence so~~th on 

Bru<er Street to tho pOint of oeginning, all within the City of Bakers

field and territo:-y o.dja.cent thereto. 

All of the above is she~n on tho map marked E'~lbit 

~ttachcd to ~~d made ~ part of Application No. 22702. 

~A?T II - D:::3CR.IPTIOP OF S'I'REET CAR ROU'i'E 
~il'O DB A~1!O:NEJ2' ..... -:-. 

Bosinni~s at th0 into:-section of 19th Street and Chester 

Avonue, thence southerly alone Chester Avenue to 8th Street" easterly 

along 8th Street to ":pit Street, northerly o.lons Itp!! Streot; to 11th 

St:-cct, and '.'looterly ulon£; 11th Street to Choster Avenue. 


