
"~.-~I'}": ... -.' Dec11)1on No. ___ ' "_"'_' ",",_,,_,_",._~._ 

BEFORE TEE RAItROt,.D COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOP.NIA 

I:o tho rt'.a tter or the A.pplics. tion of THE ATCHISON, ) 1\', r'":,, ~ (:-~ ~ :", r: ,~\ rr 
TO?EjCA AND SANl!A. FE RAILWAY COMPA1'Y, eo corporation,) l.1.1! "I:' l! :: :'~ :: 'i\'1 ;;:-,\ i L 
(hert~1Da.l"te:- co.lled Atcb.1$on CompMY) and RAILWAY ) , ... - - -..;:.. ...... l, .... - ~ I,.; 

EXPP..ESS AGENCY, INC ORP OP.A.TED" So corpora.tion (he:ra-) Appl1cat',on 
inatter called Express A.gency} tor authority to ) No. 220;0 
discontinue their agency at Guernsey, California, ) 
o.nd 1:0 opera.te tho same as a non ... o.gency station. ) 

ROBER~ B~~AN and M. W. p~, tor Applicant 
J. J. DEUEL, tor KiDgs COUDty Fa~ Bureau, Protestant 
CLARK CLE~NT, ~or Ord~r of Railroad Telegraphers, 

Protestant. 

BY THE COMMISSIO!~: 

OPINION - .... ---.~-

Ie th1~ proceeding The Atchison, Topekn and Santa Fo 

B.a.1l"lQ'ay Compo.ny and Railway Express Agency, Inc., reque5t perm1:Js1orl 

to a'b6.J:ldon the1r jo:1Dt agency a.t Guernsey, Kings COUl'lty, and to 

eont~t.Xl'Ue it as 0. non-c.gency ztat1on. 

A public hea:1ng was hold in thie matter before Examiner 

Ho.ll nt Hanford, California., 0:0 June 1" J.9;9, at which t:1xne the 

mattol:' was subm1tted. 

Guernsey is loca.ted on the main line or app11c~t The 

Atc~~zon, Topolro and Sll::lta Fe Railway Comps:ny, 7.8 miles east ot 

Hanford and 9.2 m1leo west of Corcoran (railroad d1reetioD), 1n 

King~1 CoU'Cty, !::'.nd e erv€ls a.n FJ.gr1cul tural area largely devoted to 

raisj.ng of grain, alfalfa, cotton, e.nd dairy ca.ttle. It is est1ma.ted 

thAt tho population of Guernsey and tho surrounding area is 250 

peopJ.e. The business area adjacent to the station con~i:lts of two 

storels" one restQ:urant, and one general warehouse. 

App11co.nts eor!'~enc. that their business has been reChlcecl 

to su.ch an eT-tent thAt cn agent is no lODger requ1red. In s'tlPPc1rt 

of t~~~ position Exhibits Noe. 1 and 2 were filed. The following 

is a summary of these two eAhib1ts: 
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.. .. .. .. .. .. 

. ___ . ..:R.:.;:e;..:.v_e;:lue - i~~_8::;. ___ :'_' __ .--;R:.;.e:..v:...:e;.::.n::.;;u;.:e~---=1 .. 2 ..... 3q,,",--, _' _' _ 
.: pO,~- .: . I : • • • • , ': PS1S- .: 

.. .. .. .. 
Period .. .. __ ;;;..;;:...::..:;:,.;;..;;.. __ -=-.,;;,~,;;.r";.e~1.w;,,h:;;;.t~::.-;:;;o...;;e.:;;;ng.Qr: Total ;, Pre 1~ht : senger: Total 

Pour MOtltb!l 

J'sn. t'h:-oug'b. 
A;pr12 

Twelve MODths 
Jan. through 

Doee:n'ber 

NO~: T.ae above revenue~ include revenue accru1ng to 1Dterl1ne 
carriers, as well as those accruing to applicant. 

-

: : ,·,Year' : ,Jan.-to'May.: 
: ________________ ~I~t~e~m~ _________ _l 1~9.38~ __ ~:~~~5~,~~4,3.~19 ___ : 

.. .. 

Num~er or t1cket~ ~old - local 8 , 
It rt n rr _ int~rline ; 

Freight - ~o. of C~rloads forwarded 
It II II It received 

Freight - L.C.L. Shipments forwarded 
" It tI \I received 

5K 

41 
;04 

REVENUE BUSINESS HANDLED BY PAItWAY EXPRESS 
AGENCY .• '~~LVE'MON~S'A?RIL~lq~8 THROUGH 
MARCCl:.939 . :U:romExhib1t No ... ::..) "':: .. 

, . , 

I hEIIIII "" 

-
~ 
c 

l07 

.. . .. . ' :. Number· of'· ' .: 
: ____________ ~I~t __ e_m~ ________ :_R~e:..v •• e~n~u~e~s~~:_E:;;;.~~~~~e.n~s~e~s~~: __ ~S=h1~p~m;e~n~t~s~_: 

Total $9.;6 

Average per Month 

$ ·95 
.08 

15 
1 

Tb.~ ::na.1:cte:oo.nee of an agont at GucrIlsey eosts about $1~770 

per year tor the age:otts salary, plus a small wnount for water, lights, 

stationery, ete. 

z'oe Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Comp~y eontends 

tho:: tb.e volume of 'busines:3 can be properly handled without the 
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ma,iDltol'lance of tho ageXlcY'; tbst the billing or car.s would be 

handled by the traiD cO::lductor; e.nd that I.. C. L. £re:tght could 

be placed 10 tho freight house aDd picked. up by the, cons1gDee with 

little inconvenience. In tho event the applica.tion is granted Tho 

Atch1aon, Topeka and Santa Fe Ra1lway Company expresses a willing

ness to appoint a <;U.stod.lan ot tho froight house so tha.t L. C. L. 

shipmeXlts may ~e placod 1n the freight house w1th locked door. A 

receiver ot L. C. t. tre1ght could obta1n the key from the custodian 

and go to the freight house, get his freight, lock the door, and 

returl~ the 1.:oy to the custodian. 

The gran tinS ot tb,13 applics. t10D was opposod 'by the nags 

Cou:ot:r Fa:-:a. Bureau and. the Order of Railroad Telegraphers OIl thl!) 

ground that an agent was necessary for applicants to properly 

serve the cOmmuD1ty. 

It is ~leged that a large portion or the business 

offered. the rn1lroa.d at Guern3ey came trom th.e 1Ul.a:re' -Lo.ko Bo.s1D, 

the edi5e 00£ l'lb.1eb. 1s about teD miles southwest or Guernsey. 

In December 1937, o.:od aga1n 1n May 1938 floods occurred 

iXl tho Ttllare Lako Basin nnd. inunda.ted practica.lly tho entire baSil:!. 

For :nnIly year:l th1:; area. h.:ls been a heavy producer of gra,i:o" bu:1; 

snosequent to tho floods a very large portion or tbe basin could 

not be farmed. It 1s expected thnt 1n another year (unless furthor 

floods occur) the water will hnve ~utf1e1ently subsided to allow 

tho laXlli to again 'be cult1vated.. Protestants cla.1m that when this 

~ppeDs the business at Guernsey will 1Xlcrease. It was also 

po1::lted ~~t t~t So flood control project is UDder way at Pino Plat 

OIl K1l:lg:s River" in tho Siex"ra Nevada. MOUXlta,1ns, which, when com

pleted, will rogulato the flow of tbis river, thus ass13t1Dg 10 

preventing further tlood1Dg of ~lare Lake Basin. 

It appears from tho relcord tbAt So considerable a.m.ount of 

the grain ~dled througb Guernsey Stat1o~ in tbe paat bas been 
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diverted to othor me~s or transportation and t~t it will not be 

ret~~ned to the railroad comp~Y unless it CQD show tho advantages 

ot its service. 

It. local agent undeJ. ... the presellt s7st~m stays in his ot.f'1ce~ 

at'cends to his routllle work, handles whatever bU3iDcs3 voluntar:tly 

come!l~ to b,1s sta,'c:1o:o~ and is the me.1:o conta.ct betwooD the railr(~ad. 

and t.he eOm::ruD1 ty. In order to perform this 19. tter serv1ce the 

ageDt should be 1::1 a pos1tion to contact the people ot the comm-o:n1ty 

and d~r1n1tely know what and when transportation is Deeded. T.his 

ca.:cno'c be done unless the agent is given suff'icient latitude 1l:l 

his d.utios to a.llow him tho treed.om ot his territory. It mAY be 

sa.id 1:h!lt the traveling fro1ght agents perform this contact serv:tce .. 

but" on accou:ct of the large nmou.nt of terr1tor,- '~hey cover" the:r 

C9.lmot: adequately pertorm tlll,3 service. The railroad company should 

give serious cODsideratiOD to evolving a. procedure 1::1 order to b:r'oaden 

the scope ot its agentts actiVities. 

In tho instant proceeding the record clearly shows thAt a 

cons1dl~rQ.'ble Volume ot bus1Dess formorly dOlle by applicants at 

Guerns6Y bAs 'been d1verted to other channels SJ:Id thAt tho volume I:>t 

'bu31ne~l$ remn1ning does not justity the continued mainte:ctlIlco ot tlXl 

a.gent thereat. It is to be UXllderstood .. however, that it the bus1xless 

at Guern3ey sufficiently inerease$, tho agency should be caused tel be 

reopened. .. either volUIltar11y by applicants or by order ot th1:3 Com.-

miSSion. The application will therefore be granted. 

ORDER _ .... "---

A public hearing having been held, and the mntter beiDg 

under s'U.bI:l1ssion and ready tor deciSion 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERt.---n thD. t The A.tchison .. Topeka alld Santa. 

F~ Railway CompaD1 aDd Railway Express AgoDCY .. ~c." are hereby 

author1zlsd to a'ba.ndo:l th.eir jOint agency at Guernsey Station~ 

-4-

, 



located 0.0 the main 11:oe of Valley D1v1s1o:o, KiDgs County, 

Ca11to:::-nia,J and to change stat1o:o records and taritfs accord1l:lg1y; 

provid.ed so.1d statio:o be continued as So no:o-agency stati,o:o, subject 

to the following co:od1t10:os: 

( 1) 

(2) 

Applicants shall give not less thAD ten (10) days' 
notice to the public of said agency abandonment, by 
posting notice at said station. 

App11c8.Ilts shall, within tb.1rty (;0) days thereatter" 
notify this Co=1:s1on, 1:c. writ1:og, of the a'bandollmOII-; 
of tho facilities authorized here1:o a:od of their COX!loo' 
pliance with the conditions hereof. 

Applicant, ~ho Atcb1son, ~opeka a:od Santa Fe Railway 
Company, shall store less-tllrul-carload freight sb.1pm.(l:cta 
UJ::lder lock 1:0 the company's warehouse, located at sa~~d 
Guernsey Sta.tion, the key to which shall be obte.1:aab~~e 
from a custodian located at or near said stat1o:o, notice 
of which shall be ma1:ota1ned at said statio:o advi:l1:ne; 
prospocti ve Shippers 0.:00. pa. trons where the key '!!JAy bE' 
secured. 

The authorization herein granted shall lapse acd become 
void if not exercised within o:oe (1) year from tho ds.te 
horeot, un1o~s turther time is granted by subsequent 
order. 

The effective date of th1~ Oztdel' SMll bo twenty' (20) daY'S 

rrom the date horeof. 

Dated Qt San Frnn¢1~eo, Ca11£orn1a, th1~ ~ ~ day or 

COmmissioners 


