Decinlion No.

BEFORE TEE RAIIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the NMatter of tho Application of THE ATCHISON, ) /NI 7™M 7T 7, n
TOPEXA AND SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY, & corporation,) || RERY | ’L“
(heveinafter called Atcrison Company) amd BAILWAY ) =7 &= b st uils o
EXPRESS AGENCY, INCORPOPATED, & corporaftion (here=- ) Applicauion
inaf%er called Expross Agency) for authority to ) No. 22630
di*con tinue thelr sgency st Guernsey, Californla, )

and to operate tho same as a non-tgency station. )

ROBERT BRENNAN and M. W. REED, for Applicant

Je Je DEUEL, for Kings County Farm Bureaw, Frotestant

CILARX CIEXENT, for Order of Railrosd Telegraphers,
Protestant.

BY THEE COMMISSION:

LEINIOX

In this proceeding The Atchlison, Topeka snd Sante Fo
Railway Compony and Rallway Express Agency, Inc., request permission
to abandon thelr joint agency at Guermsey, Kings County, and to
continue 1t as a non=tgency cstatlion.

A public hearling was held ix thic matter before Examiner
Hall at Eanford, Callformnie, on Jume 1, 1939, at which time the
metter was submitted.

Guernsey 1s located on the maln line of applicant The
Atchicon, Topoks anc Santa Fe Rellway Company, 7.8 miles east of
Hanford and 9.2 miles west of Corcorsn (railrosd direction), in
Kings County, and sexrves an agricultural area largely devoteld to
ralsing of grain, alfalfa, cotton, and dairy cattle. It is estimated
thot the population of Guernsey and the surrounding area is 250
poople. The business area adjacent to the statlion consists of two
stores, ome restaurant, and one goneral warchouse.

Applicants conmtend that thelr business has been reduced
to such av extent that on agent 1s no longer recuired. In support
of thls positlon Exbiblits Nos. 1 and 2 were filed. The following
1s & summary of these two exhibits:




REVENUE BUSINESS HANDLED BY THE ATCHISON, TOPEXKA
AND - bANlA FE RALLWAY COMPANY AT GUERNSEY bTATIOV
LFrom Exhib;t #I) -

. Revenue = 1935 - - ... -Revenue = 1939 ..
.Pa H ’ ct -Pau-".
Frelcht : serger: Total Freioht : sengoer:

Four Months
Jan. through
April 85,797T6 & 2471 35,80047 $1,515.36 $1.98 $1,517.3kL

ng}ve gggthsh
*Docembor 9,312435 176457 9,488493 - -

NOT=: The above revenues include revenue accrulng to Interline
carriers, as well as those accrulng to applicante.

QUANTITY OF BUSINESS HANDLED BY
THE ATLHISON TOPEKA AND SANTA FE_RAILWAY COMPANY

Number of tickots aold - local
= intoerline

Frelzht - \o. of Carloads forwarded
" " " recelved

?re1~ht - L.,.L. Shipments forwarded
i K received

REVENUE BUSINESS HANDIED BY PATILWAY EXPRESS
AGENCY = TWELVE MONTHS - APRIL 1938 THROUGH
MARCF ;qia , (_rom Exhibit qu_il

: C C - Number. of -
: Sh;pments

Average per Month

The maintenance of an agont at Guernsey costs about $1,770
per yoear for the sgent's salary, plus & small smount for water, lights,
statlicnery, etc.

The Atchlison, Topeka snd Santa Fe Rallwsy Company contends
that the volume of business can be properly handled wlthout the




maintenance of the agency; that the billing of ecars would be
bhandled by the train conductor; and thet L. Ce L. freight could

be placed in the frelght house and picked up by the consignee with
1little inconvenience., In tho event the application is granted Tho
Atchlson, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway Company expresses a willing-
ness to appoint a custodlan of the freiszht house so0 thot L. Co Lo
shipments may Do plsced In the freight house with locked door. A
roecolver of L, Ce L. froizht could obtain the koy from the custodisn
and go to the freight house, got hls freight, lock the door, and
returi the key to the custodlsne.

The granting of this spplication was opposed by the Xings
Cowmnty Farm Buresu and the Order of Railroad Telegraphbers on the
ground that an agent was necessary for applicants to properly
serve the commnity,.

It 1s d leged that a large portion of the business
offered the rallroad at Guernsey came from the Tulare Lake Basix,
the odge of which is abdbout ten miles southwest of Guernsey.

In December 1937, and sgain in May 19%8 floods occurred
in tho Tulare Leke Basin and Ilnundated practically tho entire basin.
For meny years this srea has been a heavy producer of grain, but
subsequent to tho floods s vory large portion of the basin could
not be farmed. It 1s expected that 4in another year (unless further
floods cceur) the water will have sufficiently subsided to allow
the landi to agailn be cultiveteds Protestants claim that when this
heppens the business at Guernsey will incresse, It was also
polnted out that s flood control project is under way at Pine Plat
on Kings River, in tho Sierra Nevada Mountains, which, when com~
pleted, will regulate the flow of this river, thus assisting in
preventing further flooding of Tulare Lake Basin,

It sppears from the record thet s considerable amount of
the greln handled through Guernsey Station in the past has been




diverted to othor means of transportation and thas it will not be
returned to the railroed company uwnless 1%t ecan show the advantages
of 1ts service.

A local agent under tho present system steys in hls office,
attends to hils routine work, handles whaiever business voluntarily
comes to hls statlom, and is the main contuct beitween the railroad
and the communlty. In order to perform this latter service the
agent should be 1n & position to contact the people of the comunity
and definltely know what snd when transportation 1s needed, This
cannot be done unless the agent 1s given sufficlent latitude in
his duties to allow him tho freedom of his territory. It may be
sald that the traveling freight agents perform thils contact service,
but, on account of the large amount of territory they cover, they
cannot adequately perform this service. The railroad company should
give serlous comsideration to evolving & procedure in order to broaden
the scope of 1ts agentts activities.

In the Instant proceeding the record clearly shows that a
conslderadble volume of business formerly dore by applicants at
Guernsey has been diverted to other channmels and that the volume of
business remaining does not justify the continued maintenance of an
8goat thereat, It is to be umderstood, however, that if the business
8t Guernsey sufficlently increases, the agency should be caused to be
reopened, elther voluntarily by applicants or by order of this Comw
mission. The applicatiorn will therefore be granted. Y

ORDER

A public hearing having beon held, and the matter being

undor submlssion and r eady for decision
IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that The Atchlson, Topeks and Santa
F¢ Rallway Company axnd Rallway Express Agency, inc., are hereby

authorized to abandon their joint ageney at Guernsey Statlon,

oty




located om the main line of Valley Division, Kings County,
Callfomils, and to ckange statlon records and tariffs accordingly;
provided sald station be continmued as a non=-agency station, subject
to the followlng conditions:

(1) Applicants shall give not less than ten (10) days'
notice to the public of sald agency abandonment, by
posting notice at sald station.

(2) Applicants shall, within thirty (30) days thereafter,
notily thils Commission, in wrliting, of the abandonmen®
of tho facllltlies authorized herein and of their com~
pllance with the conditions hereof.

Applicant, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rai lway
Company, shall store less-than~carload freight shipmants
under lock im tho company's warohouse, locatoed at sad
Guernsey Statlon, the key to which shall be obtaineble
from a custodian located at or near said station, notice
of which shall be malntained at sald station advising
prospective shippers and patrons where the key may be
secured.

The authorizatlon herein granted shall lapse and become
vold 1f not exercised within one (1) yeer from the dste

hereof, unloss further time 1s granted by subsequent
order.

The effectlive date of thls Order shall be twenty (20) days
Ifrom the date horeof.

Dated at San Francisco, California,

June, 1939,

B L [ode)

Comissioners




