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BEFORE T.EE RAILROAD COMMISSION OP TEE STATE OF CALIFOP.NIA 

10 tho MAtter of tho App11eat10D of tho CITl ) 
OP FRESNO~ a ~ic1pal eorporat1oD~ tor tho ) ApP11eat10~6 
construction and e~t~bli$bmeDt of a cros~1ng ) ~o. 220 1. 
over the tra.cks aDd right or way or the ) 
Soutbertl Paeific Railway Company. ) fin IT)) n rrn n !~\n fi', n 

tW U"U u ~ U ~\0Lf~ ~ 
C. M. OZIAS, City Attorney, tor App11caDt 

R. S. Myers, -ror" SoutherD :Pac1t'iC COm;pQ.%l7, ProtGztant 

BY TEE COMMISSION: 

In th1$ procced~g the City of FresIlo requests authority 

to construct Monterey Street at gra.de aerOS3 tho mniD line tracks 

and ~d tracks of Southern Pacific Company ~ the City o~ Pr03~0. 

A public hearing was beld ~ th1$ matter boto~e EXAminer 

Eall 1D Pre~Xlo 0:0 JtIlle 2, 19,9. 

1he ma1n iiDe or Soutber:n Paoific run~ through Fresno 1D 

a northwesterly and southeasterly directio:o. For a 4!s~ee or 
about twom11es rro~ Div1~8.dero Avonue on the nortbwest to Cberry 

Avonue 0:0 tho $outheast tbo ma1D line yard tracks ot the r~1lroad 

p~ss throUSh the 1Ddust~1al zGct10n of tbe eity. ~ city 3treet~ 

10 tbi$ area run p&ra~lel to ~d at right angles to the ·ra~lroad. 

T.be public ero~s~g3 1D this ~ea are as follows: 

Street· 

D1V1~8.d.ero Stre'et. 
El Dorado Street 
:ruol'Ullm6 Street 
Merced Street 
FresDO Street 
Mare Street 
Ko%"n StreGt 
Mono Street 
Ventura AVeXl'tle 
Chorry A~e (SOtl:th Broadway) 
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Mo.ctere~ Street~ which is proposed to· be openod a~ grade 

across tho ra11road~ 1$ loeated appr07~tely midway betvrecn the 

Cherr,yAv~. crossing and the Ventura Aven~e crossing. At the 

poiDt of cros$~S thore is ~ pl~co eloven track3, eonsist1ng o~ 

two ~1n 1100 tracks~ ODO branch liDe traek, aDd eight yard ~d 

1%ldustry tracks. 

App11eallt eonte:odz tbA t this eross1ng: .1e ~eeG$sG.l7 ~ in 

a~d1t1on to thee7~zt1Dg cross~gs, to provide £or better circula

tion or both pedestrian and vohicular traffic across the railroad. 

~~re is a rather large residential section west of the tracks, 

between :MODO S·treet G.%ld Cherr,r Avon~('). ~ese people work l8.l'gely ill 

the packtng plants located ea3tof the trac~ botween Monterey Streot 

8.:le. Cherl7 Avenue. It was shown tJ:lAt the adjacent crosslIlgs are 
ot~nbloeked by trains and 3w1tcb1Dg movoment~, t~s preveDt1ng ~ree 

movo:ent or traffic over the railroad. Purthermore~ it is, elaimed 

t:o.a.t the Cherry AVoXlUo·,cross1Dg is ve'1:y' congo~ted with both local 

and tbrough vehieular traffic which results 1n an obstruetioD a:od 

hnzard to those people living east or the railroad. in eross1Dg the 

trac~~ at that potnt to reach their place or empla,r.ment. 
r 

E.xh1'b1t No.1, riled at the hear:1xlg~ show~ tbat about ll,' ~:. 

per cent or the eity's population resides 10 the· &rea west of tho 

traeks and are tributary to the Mono Street ero~~~g, the Ventura 

AvcDUe cross1n87 the proposed Montcre~ Street cross1ng~ ~~ the 

Cherry AVeDUG cross~g. Monterey Streot extenez we3~erly thr~ 

about tho center or this area. MAriy residents from west or the 

railrOAd te$t1f1ed that the add1t1onnl cross1Dg 13 ~eco=s&r.1 ~or 

their use to rea.eh their ple.ce~ or employ.m.ent and the 'b'tl.S1l:ess d1$

tr1et of the. city, wh1ch i3 located. ea.st of the railroad. 

T.be gr~~~g or this app11ention was opposedb.1 Southern 

Pac1t'1e CompS.tly on the grou:ods tbat: (l) an add1tiOlle.l eros sing was 

'Ullll6Cesss.ry; (2) tho pro:po~ed erossing would tra.verse the~ yard; 

(;) the large amOUllt or sw1teb..1ng at tbat po1%'.r~ would 1:>loek tb& 
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cro~~1Dg a. l&.rge port1011 ot tho t1me; aDd (4) that before a. :sat~

factory cross1xlg could 'be eonstX"l1cted, eer-te,1n track cl:!A:oges would 

ot ~eeess1ty have to oe mado. 

Tho r-a1lroad company showe4 that dur1Dg tho truit se~o~ 

several bulldred switching move~:cts are made to, serve the ~dustr1e$ 

1rl the :1mmed1ate vicinitYJI and tbnt the ope:c1xlg ot the e~os31Xlg to 

public use at this location would constitute a material hazard to 

'both th& railroad and . the public. Furthermore, it is the rc.iJ.:oos.d' = . 
bel1et' tbat the. ex1:stiDg cross1llgs at Vontllr9. Ave::ouo a:cd Cller17 .. 
Ave=ue amply serve the territory. 

The re~ord shows the.t it Montere,. St%"eet is eOXlstructed at 

grade over the railroad it will 'benecess~ to relocate certa1n 

sW1tches to po1Dts outside tbe paved section. 

It is est1m:l.ted (Exh1'bit N0.5) tl:lat the eost ot eOXlstruet1zlg 

t~ crossing would 'be as tollows: 

Relocate ~d ext~nd traey~ •••••••••• 
Change out rail at cross1ng 

(Labor only) •••••••••••••• 
Prepare traeks tor pavtQg ••••••••••• 
Pav1:ag ............................... . 

~otal .••••••••••• 

$2,860. 

;75. 
2,010. 
1 .. 44°*: 

• •• , • ~ + ~ 

$6J!685. 

It was suggested tb.a.t the eross1:og be protected by at1to-

mat1c tls.sbligllt Signals (est1mo.ted to cost $9,000, EXb.1b1t N0.5). 

Beeause ot the large amount or switching this method of protection 

wo~ld Dot 'be 5~t1ztactory a$ the $igDal$ would 'be ac~ted wben 

sw1teh1Dg movements were stand.1Dg 1Xl the c1ro~1t Mjaeent to the 

In order to properly ~rotect thi3 crossing it would. be 

neeessar.1 to provi~e croas1Dg flagmen tor the full 24-hour period 

of eaeh do.y at SJ:l annc.al cost ot abou.t $2,,950' per ye:u-. 

Xhe record show~ tl:ls.t st-.l.d.1es a.re be1l::lg :made by the City 

s..nd. the State tor s. grade sep9.l'at1o:c" e1tb£>r a.t Cherry AveD'tlo or ~ 
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tho vicinity or Monterey Street" primarily tor the purpose ot !~

c111tat1ns the hc$.Vj" tb.rougb. traffic vrh1eb. now uses tho Cherry 

Avenue grade crocs1ng. ~1~ separation project" wben completed" 

might materially affect the pre~ent plan. 

It appoars to us that an oxpend~turo ot $ub3t~t1al ~um3 

tor tho constl"'Uction,. mo.int~l'.lc.nce" and protoction or a. grade cr08-$-

1ng at Monterey Streot ~ro not justified" particularly bear1Dg to 

:cc.1nd tho ha.zard" trs.!.r1c interferonce, and the cost. Furthormore, 

U .the grade sops-ratioXl 1s mt3.de 0. reality" the, expond1t'l..U'o necos

$ary at th1~ time tor a grado cro:s1ng ~ght be entirely w~ztod. 

It is therefore concluded that pub+1c convenience and 

necessity do not w~rant the exponditure ot subatantialsumz tor 

a croes1Dg at grado at Monterey Street at this t~e; howevor, tho 

Commission should. reb.in jur1sd1ctio~ in order that when th1~ grade 

separation project 1z completed it could then $.ga1n CO~S1do~ tho 

need.. , tor 3. gra.de eros$ing in th1~ ge:oora1 10c3.11 t'1. l'he appliea

tion should theretore be denied without prejudice. 

ORDER 
~ .... --- ... 

A public hearing ho.v~g beer: held o.nd the matter llO.v1:lg 

~oen submittod and ready tor dec1sioD, 

IT IS EE?3BY ORDERED that Application No. 22661 be dOD1ed 

without prejudice. 

Tho efiective date of th1~ order cba11 bo twentY' (.20) d!l.ys 

rro~ tho date hereof. 

Dated at San Franc1~co" Co.l1torn1aJ' th1~..2=2 ~- d.ay of 

June, 1939. 

COmmissionors 


