Decisiorn No.

EEFCRE TEE RALIRCAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In tho Matter of tho Application of the CITY )
OF FRESNO, a municipal corporation, for tho )
copstruction and establiskment of a crossizg )
over the tracks and right of way of the )
Southern Pacific Railway Company. )

Application
No. 22661.

ORI
URIGINAL

R. S. Myers, for Southern Pacific Compeny, Protestant

C. M. OZIAS, City Attorney, for Applicant

BY TEE COMMISSION:
SEINIOXN

In this procoeding the City of Fresno requests suthority
to construct Monteroy Streot at grede across the main live tracks
apd yard tracks of Southorn Pacific Compeny in thalCity of Fresnpo.

A public hearing was held in this matter before Examinor
Zall In Fresno on June 2, 19%9.

The main line of Southern Pacific runs through Fresno in
a northweéterly and southeasterly direction. For o distance of
about two miles from Divisadoro Avonue op the northwest to Cherry
Avonue on the southqast tho malin line yerd tracks of the railrosd
PSS through'tho Industrial section of the clty. The city stroets
in this arda rﬁn psraclel to and at »ight angles to the razlroad.

Tke public crossings In this area sre as follows:

Crossing

Street Number Kind of Crossing
Divisadero Streot. B-zoh.g Grade Crossing
E1 Dorado Street Bu=20ko " "
Tuolumne Street B-205.2 N o
YXexrced Street B=205.,25 " d
Froesno Street B=205,l.=B Grade Separation
Tulare Street E=205. Grade Crossing
Xorn Street ' B=205, v "
Moro Street B=206,8 n 2
Vepturs Avenue B=2054.9 ¢ "
Chorry Averme (South Brosdway) Be=200,5 n n
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Monterey Stfeet, which 1s proposed to be openoed at gradé
across the railroad, L3 located approximately midwey between the
Cherry Avemue crossing and the Ventura Avenue crossing. At the -
point of crossing there 1s ir place oleven tracks, corsisting ot
two main line tracks, one branch line track, and eight yard and
Industry tracks.

Applicant contends that this crossing 1= necéssary, iz
addition to the existing crossings, to provide for bette? clrcula~
tion of bqth pedostrian ané vohicular traffic across the rallroad.
Trere is a rather large residential sectlion west ¢f the tradks;
botweer Mono Street and Cherry Avonue. These people work largely in
the packing plents located east of the tracks botweon Monterey Streot
anc Cherry Avenue. It was showxn that the adjacent crossings are
often blocked by trains end switching movements, tims preventing free

nmoveoment of traffic over the rallrosd. Furthermore, it\is,claimed
: taat the Cherry Avonuocrossing 1buvery congosted with both local
and through vehicular traffic which results in an costruction sné

bazard to those people living east of the rallroad in crossing the

tracks at that point to reach their place of employment.

Exhibit No. 1, f£iled st the hearing, shows that about 11°7
per cent of the city's population resides In the area west of the
tracks apd sre tributary to the Mono Street crossing, the Venturs
Avenue crossing, the proposed Monterey Street crossing, and the
Cherry Avemue crossing. Monterey Streot extencs weaterly through
about tho center of this srea. Mony residents from west of the
rallroad testiflied that the additional croésing 13 necessary Ifor
thelr wse $o reach thelr places of om:loymont and the busiress dls-
trict of the city; which 13 located east of the railﬁodd.

The grenting of thisz application was Qpposediby Southern
Pacific Compeny on the grounds that: (1) asx additional crossing wes
unnecessary; (2) tho proposed crossing would traverse thelr yard;
(3) the large smount of switching at that polint would block the

.




erossing a learge portion ér the time; and (L) that before 8 satise o ?
factory crossing could be comstructed, certein track charnges would .
of necessity have to be msdo. 1 '
The railroad company showed that during the fruit secson |
several hundred switching movements are made to serve the industries
in the Ilmmedilste vicinity, and that the opening of the crossing to
public use at this location would constitute a material hezeard to
botk the railrond and the public. Furthermore, it is the railreedrs
bollef that the existing crossings at Ventura Averue and Cherzy
Avenus amply serve the territory.
The record shows that if Monterey‘Stroqt is constructed at
grade over the railrosd it will be necesssry to relocate certain
swltches to points outside the paved section. | |

It 1s estimated (Exhibit No. 5) that the cost of comstructing
the ¢rossing would be as follows:

Rolocate &nd 6xtend tracks ses.e..... §2,860.
Change cut rall &t crossing

(L&bor Onl'y') ..‘-."......-.. 375-
Prepare tracks £Or PAVING sevecsvcace 2,010,
P&vi‘ng Ssseansesrrsecassssssvevnonboan 1.@00'

........

TO’tal.a.----.-.--- gé' I6§ E.

T was suggestod that the crossing be protoctod,by auto-
me.tic Lflashlight signals (estimated to cost $9,000, Exhidbit No. 5).
Decouse of the lerge amowot of switching this method of protection :
would not be satliafactory as the signals would Se actueted when
switching‘movemehts were standing in the cireult sdjacent ﬁo‘tho
brossing. -

In order o properly protect this crbssing it womld be
necessary to provide crossing flagmen for the full 2j~hour periocd
of ezcch day 2t an anmal cost of sbout $2,95C per year.

The record shows that studies are being made by the City

3nd the State for & grade separation, either at Chorry Avenve or in
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tho vicinity of lMonterey Street, primerily for the purpose of feo-
cilitating the heavy throughk trafflc whick now uses the Cherry
Avenue grade crossing. This separation project, when completed,
might materially affect the preszent plan.

It appcars to ws that an oxpenditure of substantiasl sums
for the construction, maintenancé, and protoction of a gbado croés-
Ing at lUonterey Streot are not justifiled, particularly bearing in
xind the hazard, traffic interferonce, and the cost. Furthormbio,
1f the grade separsation is madé a reality, the expenditure neces-
sary at this time for e grade crossing might be entirély'ﬁastod.

It 1s therefore comcluded that public convenience and
necossity do not warrant the expenditure of subataniial‘sums for
& crossing at grade at Nonterey Street at this time; however, tho
Comzlssion should »retain jﬁrizdiction in order that when this grade
separation project is completed it could then again.cobsido: thoe
need. for a grade crossing in thls general locality. The applicae-

tiop should therefore be denicd without prejudice.
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& public hearing having beer kheld and the matter having |
been submitted and ready for deocision, |
' | IT IS ESREBY ORDERED that Application No. 22661 be denied
witkout prejudice- |
. Thoe effective date of this ordor shsll bo‘twenty (20) da?s
from the date héreor. | |

b - Dated at San Francisco, Californils, this _7 4 @ay of
' Jure, 1939.
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