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BY THE COMMISSION:
| o OPINION
Treok B. Pattee, operating o public utility water sys-""
tem under the fictitious mame of Velley Springs Water Works, in
Telley Springs, Calaveres County, asks the Comniésioh te 2djust
- the rates rfor water service. |
A pudblic hearing on this matter wes held dbefore
Txeminer M. R. MecKall at Valley Springse
The evidence presentod in this Droceeding shows thet
water s_eréviée‘ in Velley sjprings formerly wes supplied by the
Mokelumne River Powexr and Water Compeny from en e:;tens‘ive system
which included iz ite sexrvice erea the towns of Mokelumme ESLL
and Ce.mpo Seco. TWater from the South Fork of the Fokelumne River |
wa.., conveyed to these towns and distriduted to the consmers by
grav.x.ty. AS & result of the loss of revenues suffered throug.h the-
declivs of m.’:.ning activities in this earea, the Commission in |
Decision No. 13539, dated May 24, 1924, authorized discontinua.nce
of water operations for that paxt of the sy.;tem ..erving\ i‘rom
Mokelumne Eill to Velley Springe. Thereafter meny residents of

Telley Springs were forced to haul water from outside sources




- untfl Jobnm K. Pattee, pow deceased, & brother of applicamt, per-
mitted Messrs. Wilds end Pemnington to dig a well on his rTanch and,
construct & transmission pipe line through the property %o Talley
Springs for the purpose of supplying water to the community¢; In
1925 said John X. Pettee purchesed the them existing water systenm
of Wilds and ?ehn;ﬁgton and entirely reconstructed 1%, A new well
wes dug, & pump instelled, end e reinforced concrete reservolr of
1oo,oo¢ gellons capecity was constructed on & hilltop south of ihe
woell. This system was operated by John XK. Tetteo until his death
in 1936. Thoreefter and until finel distridution of the estate
on May L, 1938, the system was operated by the a&ministrators o .
bis estate, the lew firm of Levinsxy and Jones of Sﬁqpkton. ‘g@piiefm
cant'Fraﬁk B. Pettee then came into possession of certéiﬁ of his
brother's estate which included the water wtility amé the Tamch
et Valléy Spiings 6n wihich the wells axe located.
The preseﬁt monthly cherges for water service wore arbif
trorily adopted asbout 1925 and ere &s follows:
ADETLDENE e e s voernossoosnsesransesnssncsnsssocsnssssella00
Residoences, 2¢cording t0 S526ieeccsccacsces.$2.00 to £3.00
Busiress places, according to water use.....31.00 to $10.00
Because of the limited water supply et that time it wes
not intended to furnlck water for other then purely houSeholdaanﬁ
domestic purposes end mo charge was included for sprinkling of ‘
lawns end gerdens. The water at present is pumped Irom two wells
‘{zto the 100,000 gallon reservoir and thence delivered to the
townéite by gravity through i,AOO teet of 4-inch and 3-inch 0.D.
casing. The distridution system comsists of ebout 5,600 ree£ or.
pipe twb inckh stenderd And three inch cesing. There are eighty
consaners being,sérved by tbe system. The townsite ot-vhlley

Springs conteins 48 acres more or less.

Owing to the difference in elevation invthe aros sexved




the stetic pressure varies from 25 pounds per'sqnare inch 4in the
busizness district to about & pounds ond less in the residentiel
eree. ZXIvidence shows that some comsumers have been'compelled to
instell their own water storege tanks to collect water when
sufficient pressure is availaSle, vhile other consumers haQein-
stalled booster pumps in order to be essured of e continuous water
Supply to their premises. Service to the Grammar School hee also
been intermittent, which resulted in serious inconvéniencé t0o the
pupils and et times endengered the health of the entire community.
However, this interrupted service will be elimineted by the in-
stallation of certain impfovemenﬁs including a booster plant, under
recommendations of the Commissionts engineers. Since submission
of this cese we have been advised that these new improvements have
been practically completed. ' o ‘
One of the mejor ceuses of complaint on the pert of the
consumers arose over the fact that during the swmer of 1938
epplicant arbitrarily epplied to certein of his cbnsumars an addi-
tionel sprinkiing and irrigation charge ranging from one to eight
dollers per mornth. The record shows thet these dharges~not'only

were excessive aﬁd unreasonadle but were unauthorized dy the Com-

mission. Applicant will be directed in the followizg order to

refund tke entire amount of all such moneys so collected.

According to the evidence epplicant claims that ;he
actuel cesh invested by his brother in the water works was in ex- -
coss of $10,000, but was umedble +o present any evidence t0 substan~
tlate this clalm. While the anuuel operating expenses reported by
the administrators of the estate aversged approximetely 41,012 for
a two-yeer period, these expenditures were not sufficient 1o proper-
1y maint&in the system and rurnish adequate service. A report by
E. L. Clark and J. C. Luthin of the Comission submitted at the
heaéing shows thét thenestimated'original co3t of the physical’
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proﬁcrties as of December 1, 1938, is $8,607; that the reveﬁues for
the year 1937 totalled $1,648. The future anguel operation and mein-
tenance expenses based on past operations of the system were eséimated
to be §1,515, which sum included $160 as en allowance for deprec;atioﬁ.
However the results of operation based on the 1937 revemue of $l,648;
together with the additional charges for operating the booster'planz
and other additional facilities, show that applicant would be operat-
ing the system at an out-of-pocket loss, It is therefore apparent
that some adjustment irn retes is mecessary in order that the appli-
cant may obtain sufficient revenue to provide the required service

to his consumers and to obtein some return on the iﬁvéstﬁgnz‘in 
Physicel properties. The rates set out ir the following qfder.afe

designed to meet these financial requirements.
ORDER

Application heving veen mede as entitled above, & puﬁlic
beering having been held théreon, the matter having been duly sub-
nitted and.the Commission now being fully advised in the premises,

It is heredy found as a fact that the rates now charged
by Frank B. Paxtee, operating a public utility water system und er
the peme and style of Valley Springs Water Works in Valley Springq,
Calaveras COunty, are wnjust and unressonsble in so far as they
differ from the rates herein established and thet the rates he:ein
esteblished ere just amd reesonable rates to be charged roritth
service'rendered ard, basing its Order upon tﬁé rbregoing-rinding
of fact and upon the statements in the Opinion preceding this Order,

IT IS EEREEY ORDERED that Fremk B. Pattee be and he is
neredy suthorized end directed to file with the Reilrozd Commission,
within thirty (30) days from the date o this Order, tke rollowing
schedule of rates to e charged for 2ll water delivered to bis comn~

sumers on and after the /4;/-




MONTEHLY TTAT RATES
Clazsifiecation ’ - Per Month

1. Residence or Apartment of 3 XoOmS OF 105Zceeseasecccsanable50
Additional for each bathtud, shower or flush toilet..... 25
Additional for each room In 6XceSS Of Zeeevececcscevene 25
Tor each detached room occupield as living quarters..... 25

2e érivate-boarding houses, for each roomer oOr
boarder in addition to the residence raleececscccccc. 10

3. Sprinkling or irrigetion of lawns, shrudbdery, gerdens,:
etc., payable every month in the 3ix months' periocd
‘ April to September, both inclusive, per 100.square
i reet Or surface watered.-.o...lﬂ......I......'.......l. 005

4. Restaurents and -cefes, at 10 cents per umit of |
seating cepacity, minimum ChArEOecccsccccccccccenancs 300

5. Sode fountains and bars, either alone or in
comnection with other DUSiNeSS..cacecccecacsccecccccss 2400

6. Doctors?, dentists’, or other offices, not exceeding

2 ToOomS, With Water ServicCO.cesccecccoccorcccsscncsss 2oH0
Tor each additional =oom with water 5erviCOecccveccnaas 50

v 7. Barber or besuty shops, for single chair or POOtReecec... 1.25
' Tor each additional chair OF VOOTherceccecccsscnscaaccs 25

8. Churches, reading rooms, clubs, lodges, etc., |

9. Warehounses, garages, xechine shops, lumber yards, :
eutomodbile service stativns-minimum ¢hergCecescccccss Lo50

lo. Hotels, mimm cmgetttc;‘----.--0......----....---‘-“0. 3-00
Additional for each roon in excessS Of feseceacecocacess 30

11. Retail merkets, stores, shops and other bdusiness
establizhments not otherwise listed, according %o
expectod use of water, minimum ChArg@eececcccscscescss 2000

12, Living quarters in connection with stores, offices,
etc., in addition to rate for business, Per IO0M.ee.. 25

13. Cemp grounds and cebins in courts, for each cabin
or tent cabj-n’ per room.'..'..l’...‘.O‘.l'.’.‘..--.....l 025

14. Additionel for each flush toilet, bath tudb or shower
in items 4' to 1»3’ inclusive...l...'.l.......t.ﬂ.'..... .25

15. Flush toilets, urinels, showers or bath tuds open to
public use, e&ch.......-.'.........‘.................“ .50

16. Velley Sprirngs Cremmer SCBOOLliccccecscescccscccncnccese 3200
17. Southern Pacific Railrosd Freight Depoteecsecscccececess 3400
18, Private Tire MYATEDLS, €8CHececcccosscssvvosccccscccnss o530
K 19. Air conditioning units, recircplatingtype, 08Checensvee 50 \

20. Public parks, playgrounds, etc., to be charged for
on basis of items 3 and 15, above.
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Monthly Minimum Charzes

‘3/4" meter.-..“..'.I.............‘-I..‘..... ‘$2.°°
l'-' meter..l.....‘...............‘.........‘O 3‘00
1-1/2? meter.l..Cl............-...O..‘-.....’... 5.00

2'! meteroboootnt“..0.0..‘OO....-..-..-..'.. 8.00

Each of the foregoing "Monthly Minimum Charges"”
will entitle the conzumer to the quantity of
water which thet monthly minimum cherge will

purchase at the following monthly quentity
retes:

Monthly Quantity Rates

First 600 cubic feet, OF 1le3Ssececessocveveras $2.00
600 ~ 1000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feot...... +25
1000= 2000 cubic feet, per 100 cubic feoberas.s 220
Over 2000 cubic feet, per 100 cublic feeteseees 15

IT IS EEREEY FURIEZER CRDERED

(1) That Framk B. 2attee de and he is heredy
directed to make such improvements in
his water system op ox before the 3lst
dey o2 July, 1939, as will provide vhrough-
out his distridbution system in Velley
Springs townsite a working pressure of not
less than twenty-five (25) pounds per
sguare inch, said iwmprovements to be satise-
ractory to and subject to the approval of
this Cormission.

That Frank 2. Pattee be and he is heredy
directed to refund all money collected
during the summer of 1938 for irrigation
of lewns and gerdens, or either, in cash
t0 those consumers wiho have since discon=
tinuved service and in ¢redit on the water
»ills to those consumers now connected

t0 his distridution system and receiving
water service.

That on or before the tenth day of July,
1939, said Frank B. Pattec be and he is
heredy directed to file with the Commis-
sion a statemont giving the name and
address of each consumer charged for
irrigation of lawns and gardens, or either,
during the sumer of 1938, the amount of
money collected from each and the manner
in which the full amount 30 collecved
will be refunded to each individuzl
consumers ,




(4) That Frank B. Pattee be and he is heredby
directed to file with the Cormission on
or before the tenth day of August,1939,
an arfidavit to the effect that he has
compl.ied with the provisions of above
paragraph one (1} of +this Order.

(5} That Framk B. Pattee be exnd he is hereby |
~ directed to submit within thirty (30) days :
| {rom the dete of this Order to this Com~
‘ mission for its approval, rules and regu-
lations governing the service of water to
his consumers.

Tor all other purposes the effective date of this
OrderT shall be twenty (20) days from and after the date hereof.
Dated at Saz F.raizcisco,. California, thlis ZZ. “” day |

of %wa_ 1939,
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