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Application No. 22775.

In the Matter of the Application
¢ The Crown Water Company for
order authorizing permizsion to
relise rates.
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e Ja Xyland, for Applicext.

RITEY, COISSIONER:

In this proceeding Crown Water Company, serving domestic
end irrigation water in = small arez known as North Torrance or
Perry Station, loceted in the vicinity of Preirie Avenue and 182n4
Street, Log angeles County, vetitions Lfor authority to substitute
e straight flat rate charge of 52.00 per month for each restdential
coasumer for the wHresent base rote of $1.50 ver month ver houss,
with certain additionmal minor charges, such a3 for the irrigation
of lawns, gardens, etc. | |

A dublic hearing in this matter was held in Los Angeles.

The Crown Wweter Compeny wzs organized in 1910 by'thé land-
owners of this ares when Belveders Water Company, operated by the
original subdivider, met with financiol difficulties and was aboﬁt
to discontinue further water deliveries. Since its inception this
water systenm has always been & community eﬁterprise meinteined o
provide water service for the residents of the tract. No dividends
have ever been declared. In the early days of operation the ixrigce-
tion revenue was the principal source of incoﬁe, but has steadily

declined until now it is negligible, with little prospeet of rovivel

mhere ore fourteen houses in the service arez. The revenues for th

pact twelve months totaled $250 and the operating expenses $285, 4




exclusive of deprecletion. The recent necessary replacement of
the storege tenk pleced a serlious drain upon the Tunds available
in the treasury. ‘ l

The domestic water rate now in effect was authorized by
Decision No. 13927, issued August 16, 1924, and contained provizions
for extra charges for horsos, c¢ows, chickens, goats, rabbits and for
the irrigation of lawns, gardens and shrubs. However, the constmers
objected strenuously to paying'ror these items, and billing for such
uses was discontlinued. An inspection of the premises of the c¢consum-
ers revealed that if proper charges were mcde for the minor items
of the cuthorized domestic rate, the total charge in no case wouvld

be less than 52.00 per month. The adjustment in the present rate

structure is clearly warranted ond feir end will be guthorized 2s

requested.

mhe following form of Order is recomuended:

Application heving been filed with the Railroad Commis-
sion as entitled above, & public hearing having been held thereon,
the metter having boexn duly submitted, and the Commission being now
fully advised in the premises,

It is heredy found as & fact thet the rates mow charged
by the Crown Water Compeny for water delivered to its consumers are
unjust and uprecsoneble insofar as they differ #rom the rates herein
established, end thet the rates herein established are Just and ‘
reasonzble rates to be charged for such service; and basing‘its

cider upon the foregoing finding of fact and upon the statements
of fact conteined irn the preceding Qpinion,

TP TS EERESY ORDAIRED +that Crown Water Company be and 1t
i3 hereby suthorized and directed to file with the Reilroad Commis-

sion within twenty (20) days from the date of this Crder, ond there-
LY

efter charge, the following flet rate scanedule for domestlic wateX .




delivered to its consumers in Los Anzcles céunty subseguent to
July 31, 1939: |

womestic Service

Monthly ¥Flat Rate

Recidence, €8Ch POr MODthecevensrsecnseenes 52,00

Por all other purposes the effective date of this Order
shell be twenty (20) deys from and after the date hereof.

The Toregoling Opinion and Ordexr are herepy approved and
ordered filed as the Opinion and Order of the Railroad Commission
of the State of Californic.

Dated at San ?r&ncisco, Califorzie, this gg.z¢~i dey
of July, 1939.

d COWISSIONZRS .




