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Application No. 22654

In the Matter of the Application of

J. E. NORBY, foxr certificate of pub-
lic convenlence and neceszity with
relation €0 supplying water and olec-
tricity to o resort community commonly
Xnown as "Central Cemp.”
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In this proceeding J. ZT. Noxrdy, on individuzl, 2sks the
Railroed Commission for o certificate of public convenience and
necessity to supply both woter and electric service to central
Camp, 2 resort community locaeted in the Sierras of Madera County,
aporoximetely fifty-six miles easterly from the City of Medere,
in Section 5, Towaship 7 South, Range 23 Zast, M.D.B.& M. Applicant
also requests approval of certain rates proposed to be charged for
water ond electric service rendered in this aresa.

A public hearing in this matter was held at Central Comp.

Central Camp originelly was comstructed and used &s the
base or home camp of the Sugar Pime Lumbder Company for its mountein-
logging oporations. It was located on lend owned by the White and
Frient Lumber Compsny'snd was the terminus of The iineretls and West-
ern Reilroad which transported the cut timber as logs so the mill
located at ”ineaale in Fresno Couvnty. Construction wss begun in
1922 and completed in 1925. To serve ile. camp the Sugar Pine Lum=
ber Compony installed two separate weter distribution systems, one

ror domestic use and the other for protection purposes, together

with electric distridution lines and o modern sewage system. Zlectric
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energy at 22,000 volis was obteined from the San Joaguin Light

and Power Corporetion transmission lime from Bass Leke for logging
operations. The current was trensformed to 220 volts for se=vice
to residence dulldings, the electric distridbution system in Central
Camp being the property of the Sugor Pine Lumder Company. In 1931
logging operstions were dizcontinued and the camo wes abandoned

in 1933 when the compeny went into receivership. The logging
mechinery iz the woods and ot the cemp was salvaged in 1935 ﬁhd

the railroed was rexoved in 1936.

The Thite end Frient Lumber Compeny claimed the buildings

and facilities et Central Camp'as coupensation for unpaid stwampage
fees. Its cleim was established by court decree in 1936.  3. Ze
Norby purchesed 649.43 ceres, belng all of Section 5, Township 7
Soutk, Range 23 Tast, M.D.E. & M., which Included all duildings end
facllities at Central Camp, by corporation grant deed dated zuly 18,
19036, which sale z2nd purchase was authorized April 15, 1937, dy
resolution of the Board of Directors of Thite and Friant.:umber
Commpany.

J. T. Norby testified that elthough he Gid mot actually
acguire title to these properties until April of 1938, taey wers
under contract of purchase since 193%; that he hod £0ld twenty~six
of the forty cebins with their respective parcels of land in Central
Cemp; that all The remeining cabins and portions of safd Section §
are owned by him; that in conveying each cebin and narcel of ;and
ecsements were reserved for the purpose of constructing and maine
taining weter and power lLines; that his totel assets, exclusive of
The velue Of the water, electric and sewer systems serving COntrai
Cexp, were thirty-one thousend fifty dollars (351,050); and thet f
nis total lisbilities were four thousend six hundred dollars (£4,600).

The record shows that since 1922 Sond Creek hes been the
gource of water supply for all uses at Centrsl Cemp; that therq i=

no. humen habitation zbove the point of diwversion from the strecms;
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thet during the helght of logging operations the ecstimated pOPU~

ilation of the Cemp wes 1,000 personc; and that at all times Send
Creek flow hes been zdeguete in quantity to supply the water re-
guirements of Centrol Comp. A4 small comcerete dam, loccted in 2
trianguler sheped notch in the solid granite mountein over which
Send Creek flows in a series of rapide and Talls, dliverts water
through & 6-~inch diameter line consisting of 700 feet of wood stave
and 1,795 feet of steel pipe to the power plant near the ecast edge
of Cexntrel Coump.

A hydro-electric plent was constructed in 1938 =néd oberates
wnder 2 total static heod of 244 Teet cnd o rormol net effective
heod of 183 fcet. About one gecond £oot of water is diverted through
& Y connection to operste tke 24~inch Pelton type F.3. standard weter
motor controled dY a Pélton Type 0 oil pressure governor’agd T-belt
conrected $0 & Weostern Electric 20 XVA generatbr which delivers
3-phese, 60-cyele alterneting current at 120 volts directl& €0 the
distridbution lines, the longest of which i3 obout 1,200 feot,through
2 bus stetion eguipved with rope coils and lightning arresters.
There are no transformers. The electric distribution‘iihes are
of No. 2 W.P. copper wire on heavy pin—t&pe inéulators attached to
standerd cross-arms supported by wood poles thirty to forty feot
in length 2nd of b-inch or more top dizmeter. Sexrvice drops sre
No. 12 7. P. copper wire. General Zlectric meters, Type I-l4, are
instelled at each of the forty services but are not connected for
use. 4 lflat rate for alectric onergy is reguested.

The Gomestic water 1s teken from the tronsmission pipe
line just adove the hydro planv, reduced 10 2 pressure of fifty -
nounds per square inch aﬁd distriduted tiarough 2,800 feet of 2-1/2
inch pive, 520 feet of 2-inch end 1,645 feet of smaller dizmeter

pipe to forty comsumers. From the ¥ at the power plent, for &
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distence of 555 feet, the fire protection system is 2 direcﬁ COn=
tinuetion of the 6~inch steel transmission main from which water
distridbution is made through 2,050 feet of 4~inch steol nipe under
104 pounds per sguare inch pressure to the b-~inch berrel type ,
nydrents which have 4-inch bottom inlets and twe side oublets of
2-1/2~inch dizmeter. =Each hydrent is enclesed in a 6 x 7' builde
ing with in-ocwinging doors for 2¢¢ess a2t times of\deeﬁ snoﬁ. Crigi=-
nelly there were twelve hydrants and houses but only eight will de

used in Centrel Camp, the others being too far ouxsidé the present

residenticl area. Some 2,000 feet of 2-1/2-inch dlameter guiclk

coupling cenvas and rubber hose and twendy-four brass Play Boy

l~inch nozzles cre distriduted to and stored in the fire hydrant
ghelters. . |

A complete sewer system consisting of gl&zed tile wmzins
terminsting ot o septic tank and filter works sbout one-quertex
mile distant cnd below Central Camp residence ared and o gardage
disposal system 2lso cre owned aad meinteined by J. Z. Norby.
However, the wetexr ond electric systems only are deemed 0o be under
the Jurisdiction of this Commission. The waoter system inciudes

the fire hydrents end 2ll facilities for bringing water to‘th&m
but does not include any firefightins equipment. The bOoOK accounﬁs
of T. E. Norby hereafter should reflect the dusiness of the public
ubilities separctely 2nd independently of any other private enter-
rrises in which he mey be engaged.

A Teport submitted ot the hesring by Z. L. Clark, one of
the Commission's engineers, covers &n investigatibn of zcpplicant’s
weter and elecéric systems and includes the estimated original cost
of the physical properties used emd uselful as of Jume 12, 1939, and
depreciction cnnuity cclculated on the five per cont sinking fund

vesic, summarized zs follows:




Estinmeted Depreciation
Original Cost Annuity

Generel & 150.00 |
Water Systems* 10,726.00 ¥ 79.50
Tlectric Systems 4,185.81 £6.70

Totel 315,065.81 £146.20

*Tncludes facilities commom to both systems
_sbove the hydro-electric plant.

Applicent testified he wes construction suporintendent

for the Suger Pine Lumber Company from 1922 to 1932 and stated

thet the Company expended thirty-three thousand dollers ($33,000)

on the construction of the wate: system then cerving Contra, Cam?,
including the terminal facilities of The Minarets ond Testern
Rollroad, but he wos unadble t0 present any evidence o substentiate
his statement. Apnlicant further testified that he did not éxpecm
revenue from these utilities to provide any return on the capitel
izvested in them and thet he desired the rctes to be designed so
t2et the revenues would cover operstior and meintencnce expenses
only.

The operation of Centrel Camp is sezzonal, usually from
Yey 1 to October 15 of eazch year. Deep snow, road znd wecther
conditions are not conducive to a géneral residential use during
the winter months. J wetchmen remains at the Camp, however, during
the winter months. Throughout the year J. E. Norby and members of
his foamily, wlth occasional outside agsistence, perform all duties
of operatior znd maintenance. The proposed annual fl;t retes forr
both water and electricity would include service %o the consumé:s ‘
at any time during the yeer that natural conditions mey permit

Centrel Camp to Be open and accessidble. No protests To the proposed
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retes were made by eay of the several consumers testifying. No
other public utility offers any cervice in or necr Central Comp.
At the present time z2pplicant is charging six dollers
56.00) per arnnum for domestic water service ané four dollers
(34.00} g yveaxr Tor fire protection which includes on estimated
TWo dollars ($2.00) per onmum for rent of fire-fighting equipment.
It 43 proposed 1o éharge twelve dollars ($12.00) annually for elec—
tric lighting sexvice for which no charge has 2s yet been made.
Thile these rutes appear fair, just and reasoneble cnd will be in~
cluded in the following Crder, it should be borne in mind thet
they are more or less of & trial or experimentel nmeture. Tho
wltimate cherges may require adjustment when relicdble operating

statistics are available from sctual operating practice, particu-

lerly for electricity, since the cepacity of the hydro~plant, while

now adegquete, is definitely limited.

The following Lform of Order i1s recommended.

Application 28 entitled cbove heving bYeen filed with the
Railroad Commission, 2 public hearing heving been held thereon,
the metter heving boen duly cubmitted, and the Commission now be-
ing fully cdvised in the premises,

The Railrozd Comrission of +the State of Californis hereby
decleres that public convenience and necessity require the oporation
of 2 water system and an electric system by J.E.Norby in Centralv
Camp, an unincorporzcted resort community in thé Sierre Nevada.xbun-
teins in Madere County, and otherwise describded es being within
Section 5, Townshin 7 South, Renge 23 East, M.D.3.& ., and

T TS HTRESY ORDERED that a certificate of pudblic conveni-

ence and ﬁeceSsity be &nd i hereby grented to J. E. Norby to operate




o public utility for the sale and distridutlon of water znd elec
tric energy within the territory hereinabove described.

IT TS ETESY FURTHER ORDERED thet said J. F. Noxby be
exnd he is hereby authorized znd directed to Lile with this Com-
mission, within thirty (30) deys from the &ate of this Order, the

following schedules of rates to be charged Tor all water and slec-

tric service rendered subsequent to the __31st day of July » 193%9.

PATE SCEEDULIS
PLLT RATES

Seasonel Use from May 1 to on or ebout the
¥icdle of Qctober of szen Year.

Per Year

or Domestic Water Service payadble on or
before May L of each yeer, Der ¢&bile..ecece.... $6.00

Tor Fire Protection Service, payable on or

vefore Mey 1 eazch yeazr, dut not including
any Tire-Tighting equipment, per cobile......... $2.00

TLICTRIC SERVICE

‘For Fousehold Tighting purposes only,
payable on or before May i of each
Ye\?hr, per c&bin....'........'.....'.......‘.-..... slz.oo

~000-

TP TS FERESY TURMTHER ORDERED that s2id J. E. Norby ve
end he is neredy directed to submit to this Commission for itz
emmrovel, within thirty (30} days from the date of this Oréer,
rules ond resulations governing relations with 143 consumers of
voth water and electric service.

Tor all othor purposes the offective date of this Qrdexr

shell be twenty (20) doys from and after the date hereof.

-




The foregoing Opinion and Order cre hereby approved and

ordered filed us the Opinion znd Order of the Reilroed Commission

of the Ztate of Californic. |
- Dated at Sen Francisco, Californie, this (2 u day

? , 1939. |
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