Decision No. 32480

BEFORE THE RATIROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Metter of the: Application
of CECIL T. TRUSCHEL, et al, doing
business as MOUNTAIN w.m VORK..,
for (=) the.revocetion of the .
certificate of public convenience
and necessity issued in this matter
{b} permission %o ebandon service
as public utility. ‘
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John Amos Fleming, for N. J. Larko.

Ze Vz- Rowe, Chairmen fox CQnsumers7
vom.l-tteeo

3Y TEE COMMISSION:

CPINION
In this proceeding Cecil T. Truschel and N. 7. Larko,

owzers of & water gystem known as Mountein ’.‘.’atér Works supplying
consumers in z subdivision kmown as Chatsworth Ls.ke Mexnor, ILos
;,ngéles County, Califorznis, asked the Commission to revoke the
certificete of pudblic convenience and ﬁecéséi‘ty heretdfo;fe_is’sued |
to seid Cecil T. Truschel =nd one Roy‘l Ve MeDiarmid, ':o;-mé:c:iy'co- -
partners opere.ting said Nountain Tater *.'{or}cé. Purther requgst Ls, ‘
made to disﬁcontilnue public utility water éervice. |

~ heccordirg to ‘cha"évidence the Cormission in vDecisio'h‘
Yo. 29971 om the 27th day of Tuly, 1937, grented a certificate of
public convenience end necesoity to Ceclil T. Truschel and ROY We .
Mepiermid to operate under & copartnership ae;reemept a weter sysiem
Xnowx 28 the Mountain Water Works-whickh wes to rehabilitate 2 watver'
systenm then supplyiag the torr.:.tory ané prov.x.de under the . .;urisd...c-
tion of tb.e Rellroad COr:mi::sion a prope*- water ervice 0 members

o< the comm.nity residlog 42 Chats worth Lake Maonor Tract. A lschec"!.nlg ‘




of‘xates was fixed and undef the proposals made by the operators‘
of this water'system‘at the time of applying for certificate é sum
of some $6,000.00 was to be raised by cexrtain of the consum,erv to
instull improvement¢ neces«ary for the continuvation of watexr deliv-
eries in this arez. The weter works was instelled i; 1928 and 1929
and consisted mainly br 1/2" mains, two‘dilapidated watexr ta#ks and
& well incepeble of supplyiﬁg any adeéuate amount of water for the
reguirenments of some i25 wate: users. |

Since Janug#y of 1938 the originel copartnership_or Cecil
T- Truschel and ROy W. McDiarmid was dissolved. TUnder present con-
&itions the ownerskip of the principel properties of the water works
is now said to be held i common tenancy dy Cecil f.'Trﬁsqhel and
N. J.'Larxo,‘applicanxé terein. The‘fecord indicates that both
Trﬁschél end Larko heve oxpended quite a substantial emount Of their
own funds in en effort to meintain weter service to the}éonéuﬁers
in this tract. The efforts to pbtain the $6,000 from cercgin of
the consumers &id ot materislize snd all efforts to obtain both
outside rinanciol essistance end donations rrom.water‘useré appar-l
ently have‘railed.‘ A% present Larko has assumed the burden of_
meoting such expenses as camnot be pald out of the meagré‘revenues
now received. Truschel hes refused to contridute further fimencial
sﬁpport. ‘ | o |

The preseat well azd spring’are‘wholly inadeqﬁaxe;‘the
systew of mains lies upon the surface of the grownd unprotécted
across stfeets and priv#te lands. The terrain'is'#eryf:uggedé
| charecterized by steep hillsides, sandstone rocks, and rugged B
‘gullies. The cost of ‘ﬁstalling a new weter works in this trect B
has been estimeted to be in excess of 425,000 et m;n;mnm. heithér
epplicents nor the constmers are in & nos;tion to provide Tunds Tor

such & project; nemther;of the applicents herein is,ln e pooitipn
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*inanc;ully to 2dvance eny more money.

By reason of the limited amount of watcr aveilable 2
lerge number of consumers have refuced to pay at oll ror'water
cervice due to the irterrupted deliveries. 'Operating'expenses

‘have been continuelly 4in excess of the revenues.receiveﬁ.and'
recolvable under eny ¢f the ectual and many proposed rmethods of -
operating. |

Plems for the reising of money to‘:ebuild and opérate,
this weter works were suggested by members of the‘Commi°v£on'°'
ctaft and were based upon the levying of a surchcrge on all con-
sumers ror vater used upon the principle of prov;ding some revenues
for much needed repaxrs and replacements. Becauﬁe-or the purported
inadbility end unwillingness of a large number of the water users
to pay zny suostantial water service charge,'th_s plan wes not
acceptadle to the water‘users end appesrs not possible}or'COnsum-.‘#
mation 2% present. Under the circumstences there'aypea:s*to'be g

- nothing further that this Commission can do'than to relieve thé :

applicants herein of the unreasonable‘rinancial burden thrust hpOn

them thioﬁgp thelir obligations to deliver water under *he certificate

of public convenlience and necessity heretofore grantéd.by‘the comé :
mission for the supplying of weter in the Chatsworth Lake Manor o
mrect. There appears to be & possibility thet if and when applicants
are relleved of their responsibilities under the certiﬁicaﬁg os
regquested that c-«::m.ebf the coneumars_will join in the formetion of
either a mutual wcte* ccmp_ny or of some other'type of nrivé%é-co—]
operutive orgenization Ior the purpose of continuing the operat;on’
of uhe‘plant uwpon the ovasis of evpplying those who will asree o)

Py their‘fair share of the expenses necossafy foi the operation B
and meintenance of the pient. Through this method it may wcll be

thet many other consumers will find thoir way clear to provide
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sufficlent funds rorithe necessary reconétruction of the diztribu-
tiorn cystem and storage facilities.

Tt snould be pointed out to the applicants end consumers
involved herein that this,Commissioﬁ recogaizes the almost upSuT-
mountebie difficulties under which all are loboring in this terri-
tory 28 & result of unfortunaste conditions of the pudblic utility
service resulting from circﬁmstances not within ﬁheir control snd
that the technical staff of the Reilroed Commission will be at the
service of any and ell of the residents of thisfarea ﬁoﬂthe‘end"
that =ll possible sssigtance will be given_rbr.the coﬁtiﬂu&ng of

weter service in chat5worth eke Mgnor.

S2DER |

Application as entitled above having been filed with
the Commission, a public hearing hevinsg been held thereon, the
matter baving been submitted and the Commission being now fully
advised in the nremioes,

TT IS HERTRY ORDERZID that cortificate of pub];c convnn-
ience and neces¢ity heretofore issued to Cecil ™. .ruychel and Roy
W McDiarmid, o copertaership doing‘business under the ridtitious.
firm peme and Style of Mountein Water Works in Decision X0.2997%,
dated the 27th day of July, 1937, de and it Is heredy revoked end
cancelled as of the first d2y of September, 1939. |

IT IS5 HERERY PURTHER ORDERTD that Cecil T. _ruvchel and
207 W. NcDisrmid end N. J. Larko, ag thelr interests may appear,
bc oméd they cre heredy relieved as of the first dey of September,
1939, of 21l pudblic utility obligetions and liebilities in the
service of weter to consumers by and through th§ water system 
known as Mbuﬁtain water Works, used Tor the supplying of woter 10

reslidents living in the unincorporcted ared Known =8 Chatsworth

Take Manor in the County of Los Angeles,;Calirornig, suﬁject £0




the following verms and conditions:
1. Within ten {10} days from and after the date of
thiz COrder, Cecil 7. Truschel end N. J. Larko
sholl notify each consumer now bveing supplied
with weter, of their inteantion to discontinue

21l public wtility water service on the Lirst
day of Septembdber, 1939.

On or before the Lirst day of September, 1939,
Cecil T. Txuschel and N. J. Larko shall notifly
the Commission in writing that they have complied
with the terms and conditions set forth in
Paragraph 1 above.

Por all other purposes the elffective date of this |
Order shall Ye twenty (20) doys from cnd after the diZB/hereof.
Dated at Sen Wruncisco, Celifornic, this 24° "d&y
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