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BEFORE THE RALIROAD COMMISSION OF THZ STATE OF CALIFORNIA

@‘ U\JUE\,QL

Application No. 21645.

In the Matter of the Cexrtiflicate of
TAXNER MOTCR TOURS, LTD., to operate

%
gightseeing tours from Los Angeles )
0 Death Valley and return. )

BY THE COMMISSTION:

QEINICOYN

In this spplication, as amended, Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd.,
requests a change in routing on its Death Valley sightseeing tours
and a cortificate de novo In liew of all of its sightseaingvoperative

righxs now held governing Lts operation in the Death Valley region.

Applicant's present operative rights dotween Los Angeles

and Death Valley National Monument involved herein were estaolished
8.3 follows:

By Decision No. 27519, dated Novemver 13, 195, on Applica-
tion No. 9686 a certificate was granted to applicant to establish a
sightseeling tour for the transportatlion of passengers and baggage be~
twoen Ios Angoles and Furnace Creok Inn, Death Valley and other points
over s »oute via Riverside and San Bernardino, the return movement
belng over the same route., This tour was operated on a seasonal-basis,
subject to weather canditibns, betwoon the approximate dates November
1st and April 50th of the following yesr, vrovided that no touwr 4
oporated except foxr a mlalmom of two passengers. Stopovers are pere
mitted between tours at Purnace Creek Inn or Death Valley Junctioﬁ.

By Decision No. 27905, dated April 22, 1935, on Avplication
No. 19915, applicant was authorized to acquire from Desth Valley
Transportation Company, & corporation, a consolidated operative right

in the Death Valley Reglion waich was created by three decisions in

the following mennexr:




By Decision No. 2,179, dated November 2, 1931, on Appllica-
tion No. 17746, Death Valley Transportation Company was authorized
by the Commission to acqulre frdm Death Velley Rallroad Compeny a
cortificate granted by Decision No. 23128, dated November 28, 1950,
on Application No. 17025, which suthorized the tramsportstion of
passeﬁgers and thelr bsggage, between Death Valley Junction snd

~ Furnace Creek Inn and other polnts Iin Death Vailey, the éerviée to be
operated onmcall and seasonally from approximately November lst +o
April %0th of the following year; |

By Decision No. 22lli, dated November 2%, 1931, on Applics~
tion Wo. 17776, a certiflicate was granted Death Valloey Trénsportation
-Company as sn extension and enlérgemsnt of the right scquired by it
under Declsion No. 24179, which authorized the transportation of
pessengers and baggagevo§er-fivewrcutes between various points within
Death Valley to be Operated.subject £0 woather conditlons:
| By Decision No. 2536l, datod November 2%, 1932, on Applica~-
tionm No. 18506, o certificate was granted Death Valley Transportation

Compeny which suthorized the trén5portation of passengers and baggage

(A) "on-call™ from Death Valley Junction over the Beatty-Nevada Highway

to the Californis-Nevada State Line and (B) between Barstow and Baker.
This operation is seasonal from approximstoly November 1st to April 30th
of the following yesr snd Ls to be operated as an enlargement aﬁd éx—
tension of the right granted by Decislon No. 22k,

Applicent hereln propeoses to establish and operste a seasonal
rownd trip sightseoing service, beginning and onding at Tos Angeles;A
for the transportation of péssengers and thelir baggége during the
season from ﬁpproximately November lst to April 30th of the following
Jear. Operation In Death Valley will also be subject to woather cone
'd;tiona.‘ Yo tour will be oporated unless a minimum oflﬁwo t*ckeia-

have been sold for‘ady tour. The route proposed is from Zos‘Angeles

over U.S. Higaways Nos. 66 and 99 to San Bernmardino, thence over TU.S.




Eighway No._66 to Barstow viz Vietorville and thende‘over U. 8. High-
way No. 91 to Baker, thence over State Route No. 127 to Death Valley
Junction, thence over State Route No. 190 via Furnace Creekx Inn and
Stovepipe Wells to U. 5. Highway No. é via Léne Pine or Olancha Cut-
off, thence over U. S. Eighway No. 6 through Mojave, Lancaster, and
Saugus, tnence over U. S. Eighway No. 99 through Saa Fernendo to
Los Angeles. Alternate routes are proposed to be used to and from
Death Valley comnecting with the main route at Yermo, Ibex Pdsﬁ,
Shoshorne or Death Valley Jwmetion.

| Ae Justification for the authority sought applicant alleges
that 1t has been customary to change from onc path or route to another
2t varlous times when changes seem expedient‘due either to the desire
of passengers or weather conditions or poor condition of the rozds.
It is not proposed to fix definite routes within the Momument be~
cause points of interest are not well defined ané the paths and the
roads between them are not well mapped and the condition of‘the
vroads varies from éime to time and upon occasion are iﬁpassable.

As Justification for the establishment of operations over
the route through Keeler, Lone Pine, Olencha, and Mojaﬁe, applicant
2lleges that the use of such route would permit patrons of the tour
to sec additional points of interest, including Red Rocit Canyon, 2
portion of the Owens River Valley, the east side of the:Sierra Nevada
Mownbtains, the Mojave Desert, Mint Cenyon and other points of interest
for which there is now n¢ sightseeing tour. The use of.this route has
been available since the completion of the highway connecting Death
Valley and Nt. Whitney Highway (U. S. Highway No. é).

The reguest for the certifiéate de novo ic for the purpose of
combining in one certificate, its Death Valley operation, and revocation
of the certificates heretoforc granted - becsuse of certalin ambdiguitics

and lack of clarity in the definition of the rights involved.
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The spplication does not affect the operations of any other
public carrier. M. C. Yahne, Incorporated, operates between Los
Angeles, Lone Pine, and other points over U. S. Highway No. 6 and has
indicated in writ;ng, that he has no objection to the granting oﬁ the
authority requested. _

It does not seem that this is a matter in which a pubdlic
bearing ﬁs necessary end the spplication appearing to ve in thé.public
Interest will be granted.: o |

Tenner Motor Tours, Ltd., 1s heredby placed ﬁpon'notice thot
“6perative rights" 4o not constitute a class or‘propérty whlch should
be capitalized or used as an clement of value in determining reasone-
ble rates. Aside from their pwroly permissive aspect they extend to
the holder & full or partlisl monopoly of a class of business over g
rperticular rotte. This monopoly feature may be changed or destroyed -
at eny time Dy the state whidn s not in sny respect limited to the
aumber of rights which may be given.

— s

THE RAIIROAD COMVISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA HERZEY
DECLARES that publac convenleace and necessity require the estadlish-
zent and operatlon by Tanner Motor Tours, ILtd., as a passenger stage
corporation as that term 1s defined in sectlion 2% of the Public
Urilitles Act, of the following sutomotive service? |

l. A seasonal sightseeing service upon. tho cemand of two or more
passengers between the approximste dates of Vovember 1 and April 30 of
each following year, subject to weather conditions, for the t*an porta-
tlon of passengers end their bagsago vhose polnt of origin and destina-
tion Ls ILoc Angeles, zaid sightééeing éervice to be con&uéted over and

along any of the following routes or combinations thereof, in either
direction: |
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From Los Angeles to San Bernardino, over Huntinzton
Drive, U. S. Eighways Nos. 66 and 99 or via River-
side over U. S. Bigawsy Yo. 60, thence over State
Highway No. 18, to San Bernardino, thence over U. S.
Fizghway No. 66 via Vietorville to Barstow, thence

over U. S. HEighway No. 91 to Baker, thence over~State
Highway No. to Death Valley Junction, thence over
State Highway No. 190 via Furnace Creekx Imn, and
Stovepipe Wells to Junction of U. S. Highway No. &
via Ione Pine or the Olanche Cut-off, thence over U.S.
Highway No. 6 through Mojave, Lancaster, snd Sauguc %o
Junction of U. S. Highway No. 99, thence over T. S.
Highwey No. 99 through San Fernando to Los Angeles,
with diversions therefrom to any or all polnts of
Interest within Death Valley National Monument.
Alternate routes may be used to and from Death Valley
connecting with the main route at eithoer Yermo, Ibex
Pass, Shoshone or Doath Valley Junction. ‘

2. A secasonal sutomotive service for the transportation of
pessengers and thelr baggage upon the demend of two or more passengers
between the approximate dates of November lst and April 50th of each
following yoar, subject to weather conditions, between Death Valley
Junction and TUbehebe Crater and intermediate points with &iversions
to points on' the Callfornia~Nevada State ILine, on tho road betweon
Scotty's Castle and Bonnle Clare, Nevada, on the Rayolite-Titus
Canyon Road, on the Rhyolite-Cloride CLLIff Road, on the Daylight Pass
Road, on the road to Beatty, Nevada; betwoen Death Valloy Junetion
and & point on the Cslifornla-Nevadsa State Line where such State Line
1s Intersected by State Route No. 127 and intermodiste points 6vor
and along State Route No. 127.

5« A seasoral sightseoing service upon the demand of two or more
passengers between the approximate dates of Novembor st and April %0th
of each followlng year, subject to weather conditions, for the trans-
portation of passengers and thelir baggage from Bérstow to Death Valley
and retwrn, the point of origin and destlnation being Barstow, over and
along T. S. Eighway No. 9% to Baker, thonce over State Route No. 127 to
Death Valley Junctlon, thence over State Route No;-l90'with_divebsiona
therefrom to points of interests. within Death Valley National Monument.
Alternate routes wmay be used to and from Death Valley Netional Monument
connecting with this route at either Yermo, Ibex Pass, Shosaone, or

Death Valley Junetion.
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IT IS ORDERED that & cortificate de movo therefor is hereby

granted to Tammer Mbtor‘Toﬁrs; Itd., not in additiéﬂ to, but, in lleun
of the operative r*ghts heretofore created by Decision No. 27519, dated
November 13, 19%l, and the operative rights acquired by virtue of
Decision No. 27905, dated Apr¢l 22, 1935, which operative TLgats are

heroby revoked and annulled. The authority hereln conferred is subject
£o the following conditions: '

le The suthority herein granted shall lapse and be void if
applicant shall not have complied with all of the conditions
within the perioeds of time fLixed herelin wnless, for good
cause shown, the time shall be extended by further order of
the Commicsione.

2. Applicont shall file & written acceptance of the certi-
$icate herein granted within a period of not %0 oxceed
twenty (20) days from date hereof.

3. Applicant shall commence the service hereln authorized

within o period of not to exceed one hundred twenty (120)

days from the effective date heroof, and shall f1ile in
»iplicate, and concurrently make offectlve on not less than

tenxiays' notice to the Rallroad Commission and the public,

a tariff or tariffs constructed in accordance with the ro~

guirements of the Cormission?s General Orders and containing

rates and rules which Iin volume and effect shall be identical

with the rates and rules shown in the exhibit attached to the

spplication 4in =o far as they conform to the certificate here~

in granted, or rates and rules satis‘actory to the Rallrood
Commissione.

L. Applicant seall file in duplicate, and mske effective
within a period of not to exceed one hundred twenty (120)
days after the effectivo date of this order, on not less than
five doys?! notice to the Rallroad Commission and the pudlic,
a8 timo schedule or time schedules covering the service herein
guthorized in & form satisfactory to0 the Rallroad Commission.

5. The rights and privileges herelin asuthorized may not be
discontinued, sold, loased, transferrod nor assigned unless
the written consent of the Rallroad Commisslon t0 such 4is~

continuance, sale, lease, transfer or assignment has first
. beern obbtained.

6. No vehlcle may be operated by applicsent herein unless.
such venicle is ommed by sald applicant or 4s leased by appli-
cant uwnder & contract or agreement on a basls satisfactory to
the Rallroad Cormissione.

For ell other purposes the gffective dete of this order shall be twenty
(20) days from the date hereof.




Dated at San Francisco, Californila, this c_laf é.ay of

L/u f ) 3-939’
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