
Decision No. 

BEFORE TEE RAILROJ...D COMi'aSSION OF THE STATE OF CAZ,I:B'ORNIA 

In the Matter of the Certificate of ) 
TAl~l8R MOTOR TOURS, LTD., to operate ,) 
e~ghtseeing tours from Los Angeles ) 
to Death Valley and return. ) 

@w~llli~~~~~ 
Application No., 21~45. 

FS':{ THE COMMISSION: 

OPINION 
--~-~ ........ 

In t~s application, as amended, Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd., 

requests a change in rout1nz on it: Death Valley sightseeing tours 

and a cortificate de novo in lieu of ~ll of it: sightsee1ng operative 

rights now held governing its operation in the Death Valley region. 

Applicant'S present operative rights between Los Angeles 

and Death Valley National Monument involved herein were established 

as folloW's: 

By Decision No. 27519, dated November 13, 1934, on Appliea

tion No. 19686, s. certificate was grmted to applicant to establish a. 

sightseeing tour tor the tran$port~t1on of pas3engers and baggage be

tween Los Angeles and Furnaco Creok Inn, Death Valley and other points 

over a ~oute via Riverside ana San Bernardino, the return movement 

be!ng over the s~e route. This tour was operated on a seasonal baSiS, 

subject to weather cond1tion~, between the apprOximate dates Novemb~r 

1st and April 30th of the following year, ~roVided that no tour 1z 

operated except tor a min1mum of two passengers. Stopoverz are per

mitted between tours at ~ace Creek Inn or Death Valley Junet1on. 

By Decision No. 27905, dated April 22, 19" .. on Application 

No. 19915, applieant was authorized to acquire from De~th Valley 

Transportation Company, a corporation, a eon~olidated operative r1gnt 

in the Death Valley Region wA1ch was created by three deciSions in 

the following manner: 



By Dee1sion No. 24179 .. do.ted November 2 .. 1931 .. on'Appliea

tion No. 17746, Death Vnlley Transportation Company was authorizod 

by the Commission to acquire from Death Valley Railroad. Company s 

eertifieate granted by Decision. No. 2;3.28, dated. Novemoer 28, 19;O~ 

on Application No. l7025, which author1zo.d the transpoX"ta.tion ot 

passengers and the1r baggage, between Death Valley Junction and 

Furnace Creek Inn and other pOints in Death Valley, the servi~e to be. 

o~rated on-call and seazonally from ~pprox~tely November 1st to 

Apri 1 ;ot1l of the t olloW1ng ye ar ; 

By Decision No. ?Jl~j!., dAted November 2;, 19;1, on Applica

tion No. 17776, a certif1cate was granted Death Valloy Tracsportation 

. Company as an extension and enlArgement of the right acquired by1t 

under Decis10n No. 24179, which authorized the tra.n~porta'e1on of 

pa~sengers and baggage over five .routes between various points Within 

Dea.th Valley to be opera.ted subject to weather conc1.1t10n~; 

By Decision No~ 25364" d.ated November 2;.1 19;2, on ,App11ea

tio:l No. 18506, 0. eert1!1e'ate was granted Death Valley Transportation 

Company which author~zed the trQ~$portat10n of'passengers and baggage 

(A) non-call" from Death Valloy Junction over the Beatty-Nevada Eighway 

to the California-Nevads. Sta.te Line and (B) between Barstovl and Bsker. 

This operation is seasonal from apprOximately November lst to April· 30th 

of the folloWing yes:r and. is to 'be opera.ted. a.s an enl$.rgement and. ex ... 

teIl3ion of the r1gnt granted by Decision No. ~14. 

Applic~t herein proposes to establish and operate a ~easonal 

rotOld. trip Sightseeing .zervice, beginning and ending a.t Los Angeles" 

~or the transportation of pa~=engers and. the1r baggage during the 

season from approXimately November 1st to April ;oth of the folloWing 

year. Operation in Death Valley 11111 also be subject to weather con

d.itions. lIo to"Ur Will be operated 'l.mle::s a minimam of two tickets 

have been sold for any tour. The route proposed. is from Los Angeles 

over '0' .S. Highwa.ys Nos. ,66 and 99 to San Ber:nardino" thenco over u.s. 



Highway No. 66 to,Barsto~.vi~ Victorville and t~en¢e over U. S. High

way No. 9l to Bru~e~~ thence over State Route No. 127 to Death Valle.r 

Junction, thence over St~te Route No. 190 via Furnace Creek Inn and 

Stovepipe Wells to u. S. Highway No.6 v1:l Lone Pine or Olanch:? Cut

of-:, thence over U. S. Highway No.6 through l!oja.ve, Lancaste::-, :md 

Saugus, thence over U. s. Highway No. 99 through San Fernando to 

Los P~geles. Alternate routes are proposed to be ~ed to ~~ trom 

Dc~th Valley connecting with the main route at Yermo, Ibex Pass~ 

Shoshone or Death Valley Junction. 

As justification tor the authority sought ~pplicant alleges 

tha.t it has been cuttomary to change from one path or route to another 

at various t1mes When changes s()cm expedient due e1th~.:.- to the deSire 

ot paz!:engers or:weo.ther conditions or poor condition of the roeds. 

It is not proposed to fiX definite routes within the Monument be

cause points of interest are not well defined and the paths and the 

roads between them are not well mapped and. the coneition of -:hc 

ro~ds varies from time to time and upon occasion are impassable. 

As justification for the establi-shment o'f operat10ns over 

the route through Ke~ler, Lone Pine, Olancha, and Mojnv:e, applicant 

~lleges that the use of such :route "IToulc. pe:rtl1t patrons of the tour 

to see additional poi.."'l.ts of interest, including Red Rocj, Canyon, a 

po~tion ot the Owens River Valley, the east side of the Sierra Nevada 

MountainS, the Mojave Desert, Mint Canyon ar~ other points of interezt 

forwhieh there is now no Sightseeing tour. The use 01~ this route has 

been avcilable since the completion of the highway connecting Death 

Valley and Mt. V~itney Highway (U. S. Highway No.6). 

The request for the certificate de novo is for the purpose of 

'combiniDg in one cert1.fic~te, its Death Valley operation, and revocation 

of the certificates heretofore granted . because of certa1n ambiguities 

and lack of clarity in the defir!i tion of the rights involved .• 
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The a~p11cat1on does not affect the oper~tions of any other 

public carrier. M. C. Y8.hne, Incorporated" operat~s between to,s 

Angele s, Lone Pine, and. other pOints over U. S. Highway No. 6 and. :l:la:! 

indic'lted, 1n writ1ng, thtl.t he ho.s no objection to the granting ot the 

authority requested. 

It does not seem toot t.h1z is a matter 1n Which 3. public 

hearing 1$ necessary and the application appearing toee in the public 

interest will 'be granted..' 

Tanner Motor Tours, Ltd., is hereby placed upon notice that 

"operative rights" do not constitute a class of property wb1ea should 

be capitalized. or ~3ed as an clement of value in determ1n1ng re&3ona-

1:>le rates. As1.de from their pttrely perm.i~sive s,zpect they extend to 

the holder a full or partial monopoly of a class of 'business over a 

particular route. This monopolyteature may be changed or destroyed 

at 9:A"1 time by the state which is not in sr;.y respec'l~ 11mi ted to the 

!ltmiber of rights which may be given. 

THE :RAILROAD CO~IJ!~ISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFOmUA. HEBEEI 

DECLARES that pub lie conven1ence and necessity requ1re the estsb11sh

~ent and operation by Tanner Motor Tours l Ltd., a~ a passenger stage 

cor.porat1on ss t~t term is def1nod 1n section 2~ or tho PUblic 

Utilities Act l of the tollowtng automotive $ervice: 

l. A seasonal s1gb.tsee1.."'lg servic'e upon tho deme.nd or two or more 

passengers between :the apprOXimate dates of Novembor 1 and April ;0 or 
each following year, subject to wea.ther conditions, ,tor the transporta

tion of passengerz and their baggago whose poi~t of origin and destinA

tion is Lo~ Angeles, sa1d sightseeing service to be conducted over nod 

a.long my of the follOwing routes oX" co:cl'b1nat1onstb.ereot, in e1 t~r 

direction: 

.. 1.-
'"I" 



From Los Angele:3 to San Bernardino, over Huntington 
Drlve" iJ. S. H1gb.ws.-y'$ No~ .. 66 and 99 or vis. Rlver
side over '0'. S .. Highway No. 60" t~ence over State 
Highws.y No. 18" to San Bernardino" thence over '0'. s. 
31ghway No. 66 via Victorville to Earetow" thenco 
over u. S. B1gnway No. 91 to Bakor, thence over-State 
Highway No. 127 to Death Valley Junction, thence over 
State Highway No. 190 via Furnace Creek Ian" and 
Stovepipe Wells to j'Ullct1on of U. S. Highway No.6 
vis. Lone P".ne or the Olancha. Cut-otf, thence over 'O'.S. 
B1ghway No.6 through Mojave" Lancaster, and saugu& to 
junction of U. S. Highway No. 99, thence over U. S. 
Highway No. 99 through San Fernando to tos Angeles, 
with d.i versions therefrom to any or all :pOints ot 
interest Within Death Valley National Monument. 

Alternate routes may be used to and from Death Valle~ 
connecting with the main route at either Yermo, Ibex 
Pass, Shoshone or Death Valley Junction. . 

2. A seasonal automotive service tor the transporta.tion of 

passenger$ and their baggage upon the demand ot two or more passengers 

between the approx1mate date~ ot November 1st and April 30th ot each 

folloWing year" subject to weather conditions" between Death Valley 

Junction and Ubehebe Crater and intermediate po1nts with d1ver~10n5 

to ~o1nts on· the Californ1a-Nevada State Line, on the road between - .. 

Scotty's Castle and Bonnie Clare, Nevada, on the Rllyol1te-T1tu:s 

Canyon Road, on the Rhyo11te-Cloride Clift R~ad, on the Daylight Pass 

Roa.d, on the roa.d to Beatty" Nevad.a.; 'bctwGen Deo.th Valloy Junction 

and. a. po1nt on the Cs.litornia-Nevada Sta.te Line W2lere such State Line 

is 1nter:lected by Stato Route No. l27 and intermediate po~ts ovor 

and a.long Sto.te Route ~ro. 127. 

,. A seasonal ~1gntsee1ng service upon the demand of·two or ~oro 

pa.ssengers between the apprOXimate dates ot Novembor 1st and Apr1l 30th 

ot each following year, subject to weather conditions, £or the trans

portat1on o~ passengers and their baggage from Barstow to Death Valley 

and. ret'ClrXl, the po1:lt of origin and. destination being Bestow" over tmd. 

a.long U., S. Highway No,. 9l to Baker, thence ovor State Route No. 127 to 

Death Va.~ley J1.mct1on" thence over Sto.te Route No. 190' w1thd1vers10ns 

therefrom to po1:lts 0:£ interests_._w1thin Death Valle," N~t1ona.l !v'Lo:c:tmient. 

Alte~te routes =ay be used to and from Death Valley Na.tional Monument 

connecting With this route at either Yermo" Ibex Pa.z:, Shoshone, or 

Death Va.lley Junction·. 
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IT IS ORDERED that a certificate de novo t~erefor is hereb1 
, 

granted to Ta:nner Motor 'I'O'l.U"S, Ltd., not 1n addition to" but, in l1eu 

of the operative r1ghtsheretofore created by Decision No. 275l9, dated . . . 
November 1;, 19;4" and the operative rights acquired by virtue 0: 
Decision No. 27905, dated April 22, 1935, Which operative rigAts are 

heroby revoked and ~~ulled. The authority hero1n conterred 13 subject 

to the rollovring c ondi t ions: 

1. The s.uthori ty herein granted sh9.11 lapse and 'be void if 
applicant shall not have complied with all of the conditions 
within the period~ or time fixed heroin unless" for good 
ca.use shown, the t1me shall be extended. "0'1 further ord.er of 
the Com.."'l1ssion. 

2. Applicant shall file a written acceptanco of the certi
ficate .here1n granted with1n a period of not to oxceed 
t~enty (20) days from date hereof. 

,. Applicant sh~ll commonce the service herein authorized 
within a period of not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) 
days from the effective date hereof, and shall tile 1n 
triplicate, and concurrently null(O effective on not less than 
ten d e.ys' notice to the Railroad CommiSsion and. the public I 
a tariff or ts.l"ifrs constructed in a.ccordance with the re
q~rements or the Coomission's General Orders nnd containing 
rates and rules Which in volumo and effect shall be identical 
Wi th the rates ond rules shown in tho exbi 'b1 t attached to tho. 
application 1n so tar as th~ eonfo~ to the certificate here
in granted .. or rates and rules sat1sto.cto%7 to the Rtdlroa.d 
Commission. 

4~ Applicc.nt shall file 1n o.uplicate, and make effective 
w1t~ s. ~r1od ot not to exceed one hundred twenty (120) 
da.ys after the effective date of thiS order, on not less thAn 
five ds:.rs! notice to the Rail:rosd Comm.1ssion and the p'llb11c~ 
s. time schedule or time schedules covering the serViee here1n 
authorized 1n s. to~ satisfactory to the Railroad Co~ssion. 

5. The rights and privileges herein authorized may not be 
discont~ued1 sold, leased, transferrod nor aSSigned unless 
tbe written consent of the Railroad Commission to such dis
eontinuance, sale, lease, transfer or aSSignment has first 
been obta.ined. 

6. No vehicle may 'be opora.ted 'by applicant herein unless. 
such vehicle is owned by sa.id applicant or is leased b'1 ap:9li
cant tll'l.d.er a. eontract or o.greement on So 'basis sa.tisfa.ctory to 
tbe Ra.ilroad Co~ssion. 

Fo::- all other purposes the ~:f'~e'ctive date of this ord.er shall be twenty 

(20) days from tae date hereof. 
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.;/ 
Dated at San, Franeiseo, California, this eft! ' allY or 

f.!:t · 19~9· . 
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