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BEFOP'.E (1':s:E! RAILROAD COMMISSI01'i OF TAE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 

In the If..s.ttcr ot th.e Ao'Ol~c3.tion. 0: 
the County 0 l' San Ms. too; Sts. to of Cali-' 
tornia" for the installation of suto­
::w.tic crossing zizns,ls at the Fifth 
Avonue crossing of tne tracks of the 
Soutnor.n Pacific Company's Dumbarton 
Branch Railroad 50~theast of Redwood 
C'l ty. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

~ , . 

Dt~~IEL E. SUL1IVJ~~, As~~stant District Attorney, for 
Applic~::.t • 

'.~I 

'.' 

R. s. tI~YERS, for Sou.thern Pa~,tic Company, Res,Po:ldent. 

BY TEE COlYi1iuSSION: 

I~ the above-ent~tled procoeding the COmmission is askod 

to make its order authorizing th.e installation or automatic wa~ing 
, ' 

signals at the grade crossing ot Fifth. Avenue, San NL3.tl;)o Count:r" 

wi th the tracks of the Dum'barton Cu.t-ott Line of the Southern. l!'acific 
r, 

Company (Crossing ~o. DAB-27.3). At the pre~ont time the warning 

protect1on at tb1s grade e%"os:Jing consists of two Standard No .• 1 

crossing s1sns. 

A pu"Olic hearing was conducted in this p:ooceeding before 

Exam.iner Hall at Red.wood City on July l2" 19;9, at w:o.1cb time 'the 

matter Via:;. taJ.{e:l under submission ~nd is noVl ready tor de'ce:rminat10n. 

At the hearing Southern Pacific Company Showed that the 

crossing had never oeen re~lsrly authorized as a public croszing 

and its use had been permitte~,only through sufferance. Applicant 

a.cco::-clinZly amended tho a.pplication to include a request that the 

crossing be authorized by the COmmission. 

The sr~de crossing herein involved 1s situated ~bout two-
• 

thirds of a mile southeast ot ~o corporate 11mits ot Redvlood City, 

measured along tho Dwnbarton Cut-off' ::.n.a.1n line. tra.cks of the Southern 

Pacitic COlt.ps.:c.y_ 

Fifth Avenue is an east nnd we~t countj road, paved to a 

width of approx~tely 20 feet with oilod macad~, extending westerly 
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from Bay=horc ELgh.way to El Camino Roal, 'both. .s tate highw8.;r=, and. 

1nter~ect~ng )~ddletield Road, nn extensively used nortA and south 

county boulovard. 

Applicant alleges that p~blic convenience, necessity, and 

sa!ety require the installation and operation or automatic W3-~ng 

signal:: at this cross~ng due to the groatly increased traffic since 

this road has boon paved throughout an~ made into a connection be­

tween El Cam1no Real (U.S. 10l) snd Bo.yshore H1gb.ws:y (State Route 

Rc. 68), and !Iriddle.field Road, a.'"l intermed1at e north and south. lllgb.":, 

way, and since the development or the Friendly Acre:: residentisl 

tract oetween the railroad and Eaysbore Higoway. Furtner.more, it 

Vl:lS shown tb$. t thi: cross!ng 13 used daily 'by school buses during 

sch.ool tens. 

:: Applicant's ::&v.h.1'b1t No.2 shows the result ot: a. trs.!tic 

cP'o.nt at the crossing taken on three days, July 6" July 8, and. July 

9, 19,9~ during 2_LI.-l;our periods • 

AUTOMOBI~ 
~~D TRUCKS 

. ,' 

PEDESTR!AN ---
TRAINS 

:EA.ST WEST 

Thursday - July 6th, 1939 

61', 346/: 

Total ~3g", 
29 
21·, ' ,0' 

4 , ... 
~ 
10 

6 12:01 3..:ll. to 8 a..m. 
0 8 a.:n. to 4 p.::n. 
1 4 p.m. to: 12 p .. :n. 
'7 

Saturday·- J'UflY'::'?~h, 1939 
; 

1.:­
o 
l 
5 

l2:01 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
8 a .. m. ,·to 4. p.m ... 
J.). p .. m. ... to 12 p.:n:' 

S'U:ld.s.y - July 9th, 19,9 

1.
95 

1+0' 
~ 

·1Otal 917 

2 
o 
o 
? .... 

2 
2 
1 
5 

12:0l a.~~ to 8 3..~ 
8 a.m. to 4 p.~ 
4 p.~.. to 12 p.m. 

NOTE: Approximate speed of trains 15 miles per hour. 
Dur~ school term school ouse: ::a 33 over tb,i:; 
cros~1ng. 

8 croSSing: per clo.y - D.pproximately 40 ,a.S3en­
ger s pe"r bu.s. 

-2-



Respon~ent's Exhibit No.3 is t~e result of tr~rfic count 

~aken on July 7, 1939, and shows the following: 

:. 'Autos 'and> ... : .' ...... . . . -.. .· .. , .. ,.":~I' ...... ,.~ .... , .• ~: 
:. ____ T.tu~c~k~e~· ____ ~:~~P~e~d~~~o~t~r_i~~n~s __ :~ __ ~~~~~~ _____ ~: ______ l~i~m~~~ _______ : 

. . ~ . , " '... ~ . ~ " ~" .. " , . . . . 

7 a:~. to 7 p.~. 
7 p.~. to 7 a.~. 

It will oe noted that the results of both checks with res­

pect to the total n,umber of vehicles nre subctant~ally 1n accord. 

Applicant's e7~ibit :hows that ~bout one-halt the auto and truck 
. 

tra!t1c ::loves between. 8 a.m. ana. 4 p.:rn. and the balance during the 
./. 

remsining 16 ::o.ours of each 2).j.-hour periOd.. Upon the'·,sb.ovt1ng of the 

traffic counts it was brou~t out oy respondent that train traffie 

is exceedingly light during the ho1.lrs that school buses are usually 

operate', viz., 7:,0 a.~. to 4:,0 p.m. 

Re:pondent takes the position that there are no paosenger 

trai:ls %:loving over the Dum'bartoll Cut~o:f Line; that the line is used 

!or tho movement or !r61ght traino, only; tb.at practically all such 

moveme.nt~'are at n~ght and at ~low spoeds; and tnat there!ore ad-

ditiontll w3...."":ling protection :!os 'W'lllccessary at the erossing. 

The record shows tho.t no accidents bave occ'Ul"red. Sot thi:) 

crossing. It is clear, however, that a potential hazard exists at 

this locat:!oon, particularly durinG night hours and during foggy 

weather. The track at the crossing'is on an em1:>anment about tour 

feet above the surrounCing ground level, and the beam or headlights 

of an automobile would be directed oelow the bodies ot cars on the 

track. Automatic signal: would give both a 11gnt ana. a bell warning, 

v:b!.cb. would be or material benefit at all 'times and under all weath~r 

conditions. 

Estin:a.tes or the cost or providtng different types of auto-

~tic signals a: prepa~ed ~~d submitted by a signal superv1sor of 

the Sou.thern Pacif.ic Company are' f.l.S follows: 
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. 
... . ... , ... -: ' - 'Cost- , ': ·ArmUA1/Main-,: 
:~.Ji~~t~.~._: ________ T~~~~~ __________ :_I~~o~_~~:_t~~~~O$t : 

• ~ ,. , • # • • , • I ' 

Standard No., Lower quadrsnt wigwags 
Star~dard No. 4 Upper guadr~t wi~~aS$ 
St~dard N0.5 Flashing Light" Rotat-

ing B3llner and Bell 
Stan~ard No. 8 Flashing 11gnt and Bell 

$4,,2,2..00 
4,,232 • 00 

$l20.00 
120.00 

The application specifically mentioned two Standard No. 4 
upper o..uudra::.t Wigwags as ·oe1.ng desired.. Since th.o date the's.pp11-

cation was tiled, however, the Co~~ss~on bas izoued its General 

Or~er No. 75-B upp~ov1nG the use 0: the flashing light type of 

s!.gc.s.l witb. bell. Tb.e record in this case ind1cate.s tb::l.t tll1s type 

ot s1zno.l Vlould 'be the most suita.ble. at this crossing. Rel,tlt.ing to 

the question o:t the apportionmen.t of cost 1nvol ved, i t zeom~ clear 

tb:3.t this 1::lprove!:le!lt will b e of equal 'bene 1'1 t to the r3011:-03.<1 end 

the publiC, a..'"ld,,, therefore, the coct thereof should 'be :fo.e,:'"od equally. 

In order to further reduce t~e potential hazard, it is sug­

sested that the county paint standard ra1lro~d crozs1ng markings on 

the pavement ~nd install reflectorizcd advance warning sions on both 
.' sic.e$ of the cross~ng. 

In passing upon the public need of' a crossing at th1~ po~nt 

t~e record does not clearly ::how when the use of this crossing act'JAlly 

began, but it appears to have gradually become, during ~:a:; period. of 
i 

years, the most i:mporta:'lt east and 'west art'ery to the res:lt:1.e;,nts in 

thAt district known as Friendly Acres Which l~: now roached a stage of 

develop~ent of considerable importanco. Y~le the Comm13~ion 1sgen­

era.lly~ iu favor, from the sta.ndpoint of satety to the public of' re~ 

wcing the n'U:loer of grad.e crossings to a min1mu."U, it would unquestion­

ably result in a hard~1p to the residents in th1carea to depr~ve 

them of this c:rossi::lg at this late date a.."'l.d Vlould result in th.eir being 

forced to ~se a far more circuitous route in reaching their respective 

destiIl9.t10n::. 

After carefully considering the record in this proceeding 
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it is the Cotmlissionf.s conclusion that the countY':3 applica.tion tor 

a.uthority to continue the use of this crossing should be grantod an<l 

that the crossing :hould be protected by two tlasbing light type of 

c~ossing signal; St~dard No.8 (G.O. 75-E), the exponse of furnish­

ing, installinz, and maintaininz such s'igna.ls to 'be 'borne upon the 

basis set forth in the order. 

Public hearing having been held ~d the matter being duly 

. 3ub1:11 tted, 

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED tbat the County of San Ma.too, State 

ot :al!!'orn:!.a, b c authorized to construc t the cro ss1.ng at gra.de of 

Fifth Avenue (Crossing No. DAB-27.3) over the dOUble track Dumbarton 

Cut-otf ~n line of Southern Pacific Company, ~ubject to the tollow-

i~ condit::'ons: 

(1) 

(2) 

(4) 

(6) 

The location, Width, and grades of approacA of 
said crossing shall be maintained subst~~t1ally 
as shown on the map atta.Ched to the application 
and de signa ted as Exhi'b1t rr A. n . . 

Applicant shall 'bear entire maintenanco cost 
out3ide of lines two feet outside of rails. 
SoutAern Pacific Company Shall bear maintenAnce 
cost between such lines. Wid.th of cros:>1ng 
dhall be not less th3-~ twenty feet and sra~es 
of a.pproach !lot greater than three per cent. 
Constr~ction shall be equal or superior to 
Standard No.2 of O. o. l~o. 72.. 

Suid cros :!i:t:lg shall be prot ec-:ed 'by two nashing 
light type, automatic signals (Standard No.8,. 
c •. O. No. 75-E), to be located in a conspicuous 
posi tion at bota. corners of tho crossing 1n'cer­
sect10n on the right-hand side of traffic !low 
and in adVal''lCe ot the ra.ilroad track and arranged 
to face street travel. 

Said signals to bo 1"umished o.nd insta.lled 'by , 
Southern ?acif1c Company, the cost there~~ to be 
borne 0qually by Southern P:lcif~,c Company a.~d 
the County 0'£ San IV'Jlteo and the operation and. 
maintenance expense to be borne solely by 
Southern Pacif1c Company. 

Upon plaCing in servico of said autOmAtiC signals 
St~~~ard No. 1 crossing signs are to be removed. 

Within thirty dayo after complotion pursuznt to 
tbis ordor, appl:l.cant sh.all so adVise the Com­
::li:3 :i on in Vlri tinge 
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.' 
~his autnor1z~t1on shAll beco~e void if not exercised 

within one year, unless time be ex'tended, or 1:!' o.'bovo conditions 

are 'not complied. with. Authorization may 'be revoked. or modified 

if pub11~' convenience, necessity, or safety so require. 

The ef1'ective date 01' this order shall be twenty (20) 

days .from the date hereof. 

DB. ted at San 1"r.'9.!lc iSco" Cali fornia" this I .II..-/. day of 

~~«¥& ,l939· 


