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Application No. 2262

in the Matter of the Application of
uhe counxy of San Mateo, Stato of Cali-
fomia, for the installation of suto-
matic crossing csignsls at the Fifth
Avenue crossing of the tracks of the
Southern Pacific Company's Dumbarton
o“anch Rallroad southeast of Redwnod
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DLNIZEL E. SULLIVAN, Assisztant Dissrics Attorney, for

Applicart. ”
R. S. MYERS, for Southern §ac¢¢1c Company, Respondent.
2Y TEE COMMISSION:

CREANZIQX

In tho sbove-entZtiled procosding the Commisslon is asked
Lo mako its order authorizing the installation of automailc warning
signals at the grade crossing of FLIfth Avenue, Sen Mat oo Coﬁnty,
with the tracks of the Dumbarton Cut~-off Line of the Southern Pacific
‘Company (Crossing No. DAB-27.3). At the presont time the warning
protection at this grade ¢rossing consists of two Standard No. 1
erossing signs.

A public hesring was conducted in this proceeding before
Examiner Hall at Redwood Clty or July 12, 19%9, at waich time'the‘
matter was taken under submission and 18 now ready for detarmination,

At the hearing Southern Pacific Company shéwed that the
crossing had never veen regalarly authorized as a public crossing‘
and its use had been permitted. only through sufferance. Applicant
accoraingly amended the application to include a request that the
crossing be autrorized by the Commission.

| The grade ¢rosaing herein involved is 'tuated;about LWO=

thirds of a mile soutneast of the corporate limits of Redmood c;ty,
measured along the Dumbarton Cut-off main line tracks of the Southern
Pacific Corpany. | | |

PLLth Avenue is an east and west county road, paved to a
width of epproximately Zo.ﬁegt with olled macadam, extendiﬁg westerly
o
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from Bayshore Highway to El Camino Roeal, doth state highways, and
intersecting Middlefield Road, an extensively used horth and south
county doulovard. |
Applicant allegzes that publlic convenlience, necessity, and
salety require the installa‘ci;on and operation of automaetic warning
signals at this erossing due to the zgroatly increased traffic since
thls road has been paved throughout and made Into a connection be-
tween El Camino Real (U.S. 101) snd Bayshore Highway (State Route
No. 68), and Middlefield Road, mn Intermediate north and South high-.
way, and since the development of the Friendly Acres residentlial
tract Detween the rallroad and Bayshore NHighway. Furthermore, it
wag shown that this crossing 1s used daily by school buses during
| SCnool terms. |
_ ; Applicent's Exaldit No. 2 chows the result of & Lraffic
cou.nt at the c:;ossins taken on three days, July 6, July 8, and July
9, 193-9:; duz"ingz_).;.—‘l:ébur periods.

AUTOMOBILES TRAINS
AND TRUCKS PEDESTRIAN TAST _ WEST TIME

Thursday = July 6tk, 1939

51 : 12:01 a.m. to 8 a.m.
LI 29 , 8 a.m. t0 U Pede

' %9, . 21 L perte to 12 p.m.
Dtal % : \ 50 :
Saturday - July’8th, 1939
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498

207
Dtal 927
Suaday - July 9tk, 1939

12:Ol 2.1 tO 8 Qe
8 s.m. %0 L. p.m.
L poms 0 12 pom.
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18 o 'tO 12 ‘pcmo ‘

. 259 =0
Btal 917 49
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Approximate speed of tralnms 15 miles per nour.
During school term school tuses 7 335 over this
croseing. ‘

g crossings per day - approximately LO massen-
gers per buse. ‘ ,
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Respondent's Exhibit No. 3 is the result of traffic count
taken on July 7, 1939, and shows the following:

7 2.M. to 7 p.m_
T Padla $0 7 a2

- It W¢ll e noted tha* the rewults of both chec;cv w;tﬁ éeé-
pect Yo tke total number of veb*cles are substantlially in accord; 
Applicantts exnibit shows that about one-hslf the auto and truck
traffic moves botween g a.m. and L, pem. and the balance‘durins the
remaining 16 bours of each 2li~hour period. Upon the showing of the
trefflc counts 1% was brougat out by respondent that traln traffic
1s exceeodingly light during the hourw that sciiool buses are usually
operatveod, viz., 7:30 a.m. T ”-50 PeMle

Recpondent talies the position that there are no passenger
trains moving over the Dumbarton Cut-off Line; that the line i35 used
for the movement of freliznt tralins only; that practically all such
movenents are at night and at slow szpceds; and that therefore sd-
ditional warning protection is ummecessary at the ¢rossing.

The record shows that no accidents have occurred st this
crossing. It Ls clear, nowever, that a potential hazard exists at
this location; narticularly during night hours and during fogzy
weather. The track a2t the crossing 4is on an embankment about four
fect above the surrounding ground level, and the beam of hoadlizghts
of an automovlile would be dirccted dbelow the bodles of cars on the
track. Automatic signals would give both a light and 2 bell warning,
waieh wonld e of material benefit at all times and under all weathor
conditions.

Estirates of the cost of providing different types of suto -~
matic siznals az prepared and submitted by & signal supervisor of

the Southern Pacific Company are as follows:
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Standard No. Lower quadran®t wigwags
Standard No. Uppoer quadrant wigwags
Standard No. Flashing Light, Rotat-

ing Banner and Bell
Stancard Neo. § TFlashing L4zt and Bell

' The application specifically mentioned two Standard No. ly
upper guadrant wigwags.as Deing desired. Since tho date the appli=-
¢cation was filéd, however, the Commission has Lszued its General
Order No. 75=2 approving the use of the flashing light type'of'
sizral with bell. The record in this case indiéatos that this type
ol siznal would be the most sultable at this crossing. Reldting ‘o
the question of the apportlionment of ¢ost involved, it seems clear
that this improvement willbe of equal denelfit to the ralilread and
the public, and, therefore, the cost thereof should be snsred equglly.

In order to further reduce thae potential nazard, it L3 sug-
sested that the county paint standard rallroad crossing markings on
the pavement and install reflectorlzed advance warning signs on both
sideé‘qf the crossing.

In passing upon the public meed of a crossing at this point

tae record does not cleérly show when the use of this crossing actually

began, but it appears to have gradually become, during ia: period o?
years, the most important cast ahd wast artery to the residents in

that district known as Friendly Acres which has now reached a stage ¢f
development of comciderable lmportance. While the Commt ssion is gen~
erally.iux favér, from the starndpoint of szaflety to the publié of rgf‘:
ducing the number of grade crossings to a minimum, 1t would unqdeé#;bne
ably result in o hardsklip to the residents in this area to deprive 
them of this crossing at thls late date and would result in thelir being
forced to use a far more circultous route in reaching thelr respective
destinations. |

After carefully concidering the recérd in‘this proceeding
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1t is the Commisslion's concluclon that the county's anplication for

autaority to continuve the use of this crossing should be granted and
that the crossing should be protected by two flashing light type of

crossing signals, Stendard No. © (G.O. 75-3), the expense of furnishe
iag, installing, and maintalining such signals to be borme upon tkre

basis set forth in fhe order.

.QBQQ:_
rublic hearing having been held amd the matter bveing duly
~submitted,

IT IS EEREBY ORDLRED that the County of San Matoo, State
of California, v ¢ authorized to construct.the ¢rossing at grade of
Fifth Avenue (Crossing No. DAB=27.3) Sver the double track Dumbarton
Cut=off main line of Southern Facific Company, subject to the follow=
ing conditﬁons: |

(1) The locatlion, width, and grades of approach of
sald crossing shall be maintained substantially
as shown on the map attached to the appl;cat*on
and designated as Exhidit YA.T

Applicant shall bear entire maintenance cost
outside of lines two feet outside of rails.
Southern Paclific Company shall bear maintenance
cost betweon such lines. Width of crossing
shall e not less than twenly feet and grades
of approach not greater than three per cend.
Construction snall be equal or cuperior to
Standard No. 2 of G. Q. Wo. T2«

Sald crocsing shall be protected by two flashing
1Lght type, automatic signals (Standard No. 8,

G. 0« No. T5~B), to be located in a conspicuous
position at hotha cormers of the crossing inter=
section on the right-hand side of traffic fLflow
and in advance of the rallroad track and arranged
to face streot travel.

Said signals to be furnished and installed by’
Southern Pacific¢ Company, the cost thereof to be
borne oqually by Southern Paclfic¢ Company and
the County of San Nateo and the operation and
malntenance expenssd to be borne solely by
Soutnsrn Paciflic Companye.

Upon placing in servico of said automatic zignals
Standard No. 1l erossing slznc are to be removed.

Within thirty days after complotion pursuant to

this order, applicant shall so advise the Com=-
mission in wrlitinge.
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This suthorization sha.ll become vold AL not exercised
within one year, unless time be extended, or 1f above condlitions
are not compllied with. Authorlzation may ve revoked or modifleqd
if public convenlience, necessity, or safety so require.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days from the date hereof.
Dated at San Frascisco, Califorania, this [‘M‘ day of

__.4«57.,,_..4__ 1939.




