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.. ··j·.,.">{'·'r. Decision No. ___ '_}_G_,,",,_,,_--J_O-Y __ 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF XEE ST~E OF CALIFORNIA .. 

In th(~ Matter or the Ap~1cation or 
COAST COUNTIES GAS AND EtECTFIC 
C~}lY. ~ eorpo~at1on. 

for authority to file and make effective 

a c!la!lge in its rat~ appl1ca'ble to th.e 

service or but~e-a.1r gas in the eom-

muni ties or Dunsmuir aDd Yreka. 

BY nIE COwaSSION;: 

This app11ca~1on'or Coast Counties G~s and Elect~~e 

Company requests anthority to rile certain new schedules pertain­

ing to gas service in the ei t1es O'! Yreka: aDd Dtmsmuir _ The t11i%lg 

of these schedules also involves a change 1n service, as well as the 

sale or gas on the basis of therms rs:ther tha:l cubic feet. 

The present 550 B.t.u. a!.r-btltane gas is supp:l.1ed to· con­

sumers of Duusmcir, Yreka a.:od Arcata on the same rate schedw.e. 

Inasmuch as the service o! gas o.nd the method of 'billing in Arca.ta 

e:e not proposed to be charlged,. tl:is present ~ehee'tlle is be1:c.g I'e-

riled to a,x1y',. to Areata alCY""....e. 

:: ..... e ~1'11cant l'ropose= to raise the 3.t.u. value 0: gas 
r.)1..,.I.AV---'_. 

sc:-vec. !.n Dunzmuir and Arcata from 550 B.t.u. to 1000 B.t.'Il.· 'O~r 

cubic toot tor the reason tllat, in its opinion. the t'QllOWing 1m­

prove~ents in service Will result: 

-1- ! • 



(1) Better flame characteristics of butane-air gas 
in appliances will result from increasing the 
heat content or the gas. 

(Z) The ca1)acity or both the produe::'Dg pla.:J.t and 
distributing systems Will ~e increased, cue to 
the lesser volume ot gas required to be distributed. 
This will eDable the Com.pany to sup~y a cons1der­
ably increased load above that wr~ch it coole other­
wise serve. 

(3) Proc1uction costs will 'be reduced, due to the le'S'!ler 
volume ot the gas to be corepressed. 

(~) In eerte.in ctt'ses smaller services and -meters will 'be 
r~uired with the hig.~er B.t.u. gas than are reqtl!red 
With the present 550 B.t.u. gas. 

In addition to the proposed incre~se in the heating 

val'ue, Applicant asks that it be permitted to speci:f"y the rate 

charbed in terms at. therms, as contrasted to the present rate 

expressed in eubic teet. In so expressing the unit in therms, each 

therm unit is to be that ~uant1ty of heat which is ~ual to 100,000 

B.t.u. Applicant has submitted, as Exb.1b1t B attached to the 

application, a proposed new schedule of rates incorporating the therm 

as the rate unit and represents that the application or said rates 

Will, on a. heat basis, result in no inereases to any customer ~ 

will as a matter of fact result in some slight reductions. 

The Commission is or the opinion that the proposed 

increase in the heating value ot the gas served is to the general 

interest both or the Applicant and of its customers and accordingly 

should be permitted. 

In authorizing the adoption or the therm as the unit tor 

billing in place or the et:.b!c toot, the Comm!ss1~ is of the 

opiD1on that this shoUI.c. be considered a.s being granted on an 

experimental baSiS, in order to gain experience in the actual 

application or this unit. This is believed desirable as the 
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advantages or .tlen bi1i ty in the the:rm 'C.Il1 t Jr.:a'Y' be more tha:. 

offset by customer resistance and possi~~~ increased costs in 

billing expense. Shoule. thi~ exper1e:lC.e. in the opin1on or the 

Co:u:1ss1on, prove that the therm unit is tIIlSa1;1sfactory, an 

appropr1e.te cha%lge to the cubic root basis will necessarily 1?e 

re~u1::,eci. 

The change in the heat content of the gas trom 550 to 

1000 B'.t.u. will reqUire adjus't:lent or COll$'CI:lel" appli.ances in 

order to a!:Cord effic;ent use of 'the higher heat gas. . _The 

tollOVliDg Order contemplates that App~1cant will make such 

adjustment in an approved mancer nne at its own expense. 

Coast Counties Gas and Electric Company hav1%lg mad.e 

application tor authority to file certatn schedules attached to 

and made a part or said app[1cat!ona=d it appea::'ing to the 

Commission that such application should be granted without a public 

hearing thereon; therefore 

Good cause Appearing, I~ IS ORDERED that Cos:st Counties 

Gas ~d Electric CompaDy be aDd it is hereby authorized to tile 

1 tc proposed. Schedule No. 2-B and proposed Sehedule No. 3-B (both 

of which revise present Schedule No. 2-B'-- Sheet C.R.C. No. 336-G) 

applYing to 1000 B.t.'O,. service, said ::ehedules to be tiled not 

less than five (5) days bet ore their effective eate· znd to be made 

applicable to gas delivered on or atter the date or 1ncreas1:cg 
, , 
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gas!rom 550 B.t.u. per cub1c toot to lOOO E.t~u. per cubic 

toot .. 

The effect ive date at tl::r1.z Creer shall be the 

da.te hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco,. Call1''orn1a, th1s b ~ day 

or September ~ 1939. 
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