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Deci$ion No. . ', "'''j' 'lit , '; ;.;:,' ;'\-J... 

BEFORE TEE RAILROAD CO!IIMISSION OF TEE STATE OF C~IFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Ap~11cation of ?RESNO TRACTION 
C 01:P .o..1"Y" nOi"l FRESN 0 CITY LD."ES" DTe. , (So) For o.ut:!:lori ty 
to abandon all of its street railway linee in the City 
of FreSl:lO o.."ld. in 'U.."'li."lcorporated terr1tory i.'"J. the vi
cinity thoroot" all in ~esno County" California; (0) 
For certificate of public convenience ~"'ld necessity for 
the exorcise of a general franchise tro~ the City of 
Fresno for the operation of a comprehensive motor coach 
system in substitution for the street ra.ilway 11ne:~ so 
to be abo.."'leoned; and (c) For cortificato of public con
venienco and necessity for the transportation of pas
sengers by motor coach in the City of Fresno ~"'ld 1n un
L"'lcorporated territory i..'"J. the v1c~ity thereof" a.ll in 
Fresno County" California. 

PILLSBURY" MADISON ('r. SV"TRO by Rugh T. Fullerton" for 
applicant. 

C. M. OZ::u...3" City Attorney" tor City of Fresno. 

Jo:L BRAVEPJ.:AN" for c~!cizon$ protosting absndonoent. 

IP.?lA V. JB1T1"ER" on behalf' of re~do::lts ot 'Nost End" 
Ken.~y Boulevard ~'"J.d Cliander Avenue. 

S. M • .PJ.,BA.:,WJ" for hi:so1f and fellow neighbors. 

MRS. B. E. 1~~R" for residents south of Roeding Park 
District. 

C. I. CERIS;.uJ.'r" for Fresno Union Acs.dez::y. 

GIEN E .. BEAL~ for re:3idonts of Palm Grove Tract. 

EDNA KOHL!.;"4.N" for Better Sorvice after nine 0 Tclock 
in the EvenL"'lg. 

EDWJJID PIFE?." aga~nst servico on the ?resno 11ne. 

PERCX''' C .. CElTRCH, attorney for property o",'me.rs. 

BY TEE COll~MISSICN: 

OPINION 

Pre~:no City Line~;~" Inc., formerly Fresno Traction Co:c:pany" 

filed its 3"llppleme:Qtal application in the above nw.t'l::er for sn Oreer 

3u~ple~ental to Decision No. 31962 (Secone Supplemental Cr~er), dated 

April 25" 15l39" nherein motor coa.ch routes of applicant T s local pas-

oongor tran.3po,rt;Q:t; ion :lorvico wi. thin tho City 0;( Fro:3no ond tcrr1. tory 

immediately adjacent thereto were authorized. 
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L"1 said Socor..d Supplemental Orda:::- provision was made for 

future adjust=uent of the routos provic.cd therein in the follow~.ng 

words: 

"It a.ppOCl.rS thc.t tho routings now proposed will 
reasonably well se~ve the City of Fre:no and its 
L~edisto surrou."1di~g territory. Rowevcr~ itl 
after the oper~tion r~s been in effect for ~ 
reasonable period of time~ it should develop that 
certa.in chsnges should 'be :cw.de 1."1 the routing so 
as to bettor serve the public~ such chanee~ Will 
"00 approved by supplemental order. The a~thoritj 
requosted herein will therefore 'be sror..~'::ed. with 
this u:cc1erstanC1ng." 

I:l. its instcnt requ.est applical"lt alleges that it has s1:."o-

sequontly made a study of the yassenger transportation problems ot 

the Pre sno area Il..."'lc. 'chat certair.. modti'ications i:l the routing pre::cr1"oed. 

'by Decision N'o. ;1962 1.U'O d03~rc.blc, t:c..o nD.t\:.l"e ot z~!d cha.:lgo:3 bo1:lg 

specitically set forth i::l. Exhibits Nos. "B,," l1C"tf "'D,," and. ":S,," at-

ta~~ed. to the application. 

~ September 1" 1939" a hearing was hold in Fro$no before 

Examine:::- Jonkins mld the :n:~.ttor °nas taken under ::rubmission on thnt 

date. 

At the l:ea,,:, ing a:pplicsnt stated t.."'lat subsoquent to date of 

tiling further considernt1o~ of tho ~tter ~ndicated the de~irability 

o! Slight revision L~ tho routoo as p~opo$ed L"'l tho application and 

s'.lbm1tted Exhibits "B~ I't "c" fT tTD," a.."'lc. "Eft in amended for::::!. 

Tlle composi te routing plan s.~ fi...~o.ll:r p~oposed. does not 

depart materlally from the ro~t~g now in effect. The major Changes 

consizt of d1$cont~u~"'lce of zervice along'Olive Avenue b0~.roon 

Blackstone Avo~uo and Perger Avenue, a distnnco of apprOximately one 

mile in o..."l eo.st a.nd west direction; pro .... izion of a nevI so:ovieo be-

twoen the intorsoction of Divisidero Street ~d North ~~lton Street, 

and. the intersection of Olive Avenue ~d Ferger Avonuo~ a distance 

slightly in exce s S ot one mile ~ the l"O'l:;te !""..U'l..."l.ing gonera.lly north 

and south; ,rovision of :l new service or. a trial basis 1..'"1 t'b.e wester:). 

part of the city along "D~ Stroet botween Fresno Street ~d El Dorado 

-2-



.' 
street; o.."'ld d1econt~uance of sorv1ce in the southern area alo;o,g 

Ttll:l.r<;) Stroot" "Fn Stroet and Ven mrs. Strt)et. 

Rev1sed routes as proposed will ~ot, except to a very m1no~ 

e~ent, place ~"'ly of the area no~ situated wit~~ one-~uarter mile of 

service at a greater distance" ~"'ld will provide ~ore uccessible sorvice 

to an apprec1able por,/;;1o::1 of tho city. 

Protosts woro v01ced at tho hea:1ng, pricarlly directed 

tow:lrd ·t;he alleged inadequacy _ Ol' ex1sting routes. The record indi

cates, hov/over" toot with two exceptions, as described 'below, change 

in ~xisting or proposod routes in satisfaction of protests is un

warra..."l ted. 

One o! the excc~tio~s referred to above involves the desire 

for an enlargement of the terminal loop on. the Huntington Boulevard 

11::.0 to e:nbra.cc 1:..':0 CO'U.."'ltyRosplts.l. Applicant expressed w1111..'"lgness 

to comply w1~h that roquest El."'ld to a~ond its app11cat1on accordingly. 

The other excoption involved the residential area ~ed1ately 

south of Roeding Park which is at p:::-esent 31. tuatod at considerable 

diztanco from transportat10~. In order to relieve tho cond1tion to 

some extent applic&nt expressed w~llingnesz to move tho route proposod 

to 'be e sto.'blizhod on Wilson Ave!lue 'between Olivo Avenue and Belmont 

Avenuo one block westward to Forge:::- Avenue, and amended tho app11c~tion 

nccordingly. 

The =ecord appears to bo co~plcte in justif1cation of the 

r,~rout1ng as finally proposed !l.."'ld spec:tfied ill the following order. 

It is of such design o.s to at this time and undo!" prosent conditions 

most satisfactorily serve the population residing in and adjacent ~ 

the City of Fresno, a~d is 1n acco:::-dance with a ~ore cffic1~t pattern 

frotl .o.."'l opero.t10n!l.1 st~dpoint; however" m tho futuro the p$.ssenger 

transportation roqu~romonts in the area affected may necessitate 
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further conzlderatio:l of re-::-outmg3 and with the 'W"Iders'tD:lding that 

~uch future developtlents :na.y be so.tisi'ied by, further order" reque st 

of applicont should. be gI'S!l.ted. 

Fresno City 0~nes is hereby placed upon no~ice that "oper-

o.t:lve rig:l'J.ts" do not constitute a class of prope,rty whic,h should 'be 

ca.p1taliZEt1 or u.sed as ~ ele:::::ent of value 1n detertrl.ning reasonable 

rates. Aside from their purely pe~ssive aspect they extend to the 

holder a. full or po.rtial :l.o:lopoly of a. class of ,?us1..."less over a. 

particular route. This monopoly fea.ture ':ZJ.y be changed or destroyed 

at a.ny t~e by the state which is not in any respoct limited to tho 

number of, rights which ~y be given. 

ORDER 

A public hearing hayins been held sn1 the Comission being 

fully apprised of the tact~, 

IT IS !£REBY OPJ):SRED that Fresno City Lines" Inc., 'be am 
it is hereby authorized to c~e its moto~ coach routes in and ad-

j3-cent to the C:t.ty of F::-esno in accordance wi til Appandix !fA" attached 

hereto ~"ld made s part hereof" and opora.te the same as a consolIdated 

system" stCoject" however, to the following cond~Ltions: 

(J.) App11cC-.."lt shall file 0. written accepts..."lce of tho 
certificate heroin granted within a period of not 
to exceed f1!teen (15) d~ys from date hereof. 

(2) Applicant shall comcence the service here~ 
authorized within a period of not to exceed 
thirty (;0) dAys from the effective date here-
of" and shall f~le in triplicate and concurrontly 
make efrect~ve o~ not lose t~ two days' notice 
to the Railroad Co~ssion and the public n tariff 
or to.ritfs constructed in accordance with the re
quirements of ~he CommissionTs General Orders aDd 
cOllta:i.n:!.."l3 rates and rules "nhicp. in volume and 
effect" shall be identical with the rates and 
rules shovm in the ex11ibit attached to the appli
c~.:~!.on 1:. so far as they conform to tho certifi
cate herein granted" or rates and rules s~t1s
i's.ctory to tho RBi lroad Commission. 

(3) Applicant shall file, in duplicate, and make 
offective wi thin a period 0'£ not to exceed thirty 
(;0) days after the effective dute of this order, 
on not less th~~ two days' notice to the Railroad 
CoC"'..ission a..'"1d the publiC" ti::!le schedules covering 



the sorvice herein ~uthor1zed in a form sstis
f~ctory to the Rallro~d Commission. 

(4) The rights and privileges herein authoriz~d may 
not be d1scontinued~ sold~ leased~ transf~~red 
nor assigned unles3 the \vritten consac~ 0: the 
Railroad Como1ssion to such discontin~~~cel salo 3 
lease~ tr~nsrer~ or. a30igncent has first been 
obta.:lned. 

(5) No vohicle may oe ope:oated oy applicant horein 
unless such vehiclo is owned by said applicant 
or is leased by applicsnt u...'"'lder s. contract or 
agreoment on 0. basis :::s.tisfElctory to tJ:J.e Rail
road Co~ssion. 

(6) Applic~'"'lt 10 author1zed to turn its motor vohicles 
at termin1~ oither in the intersection ot the streets 
or by operating around a block c~tiguous to such 
L'"'ltersection in either c.i:ection ani to carry pas
sensors l as traft'ic regulations of the municipality 
~'Y r e qui :'C • 

For all oth~r purposo~ the effective date of this orde:o 

s~ll be tho date hereof. 

Datod at San Francl.o, Co.lHorn1a, thh 7r1 CAy or 

d~~ L#! 1 1939. 

-5-



•• 
A?m1?XX "AU 

1. WISHON AV'EN]E Ln:£:·· Starting at Fresno and FuJ.ton Street" 
thence·North·on·Fulton Street to Olive" west on Olive to 
Wishon, taence North on Wishon to Brown, West on Brown to 
Van Ness Boulevard" NOrth on Van Ness Boulevard to Dayton 
Avenue, ~ast on Dayton to Wishon, South on W1~on to Shields" 
thence East on Shields to Van Ness Boulevard. 

Starting at Wishon and Weldon, West on Weldon to Palm 
Avenue" thence Nortn on p~ Avenue to Shields" thence East 
on Shiel's to Van Ne3S Boulevard. 

2. ]$QREATION ?ARK: Starting at the intersection of Fulton and 
Fre5no·Street~'Southeasterly to ventura Avenue" thence North
easterly and East on v~tura Avenue to First Street" thence 
North on First Street to Huntington Boulevard, thence East on 
Euntington Boulevard to Twelfth Street, thence South on Twelfth 
Street to Ventura Avenue" thence East on Ventura Avenue to 
Barton Avenue, thence North on Barton Avenue to Mono Avenue" 
thence East on Mono ~venue to ~aple Avenue" thence North on 
tlL3.ple Avenue to :1unt1ngton Aven'le" thence 'If!est on H1.lllt1ngton 
Avenue to First Street, thence South on Fl~st street to 
Ventura Avenue" thence ~est and Southwesterly on v~tura 
Av~ue to Fulton Street, t~ence Northwesterly on Pultcn 
Street to point of beginning. 

:;. :£..LACKSTO~"'E: Starting at Fresno and Fulton Street, thence 
~orth·on·Fulton to Stanislaus, East on Stanislaus to Black
stone, ~orta on Elackstone to Home Avenue" ~est on Home Avenue 
to Delmar" So1lth on Del.mar to Floradora" East on Floradora to 
Blackstone. 

4. McKENZIE: Starting at Fre::no and FU.l ton, thence South on 
Fulton·to Tula:-e, :::a:t on Tula.!'e S'creet to First Street" North 
on First Street to It:cKenzie, thence East on McKenzie to Ninth 
Street, South on Ninth Street to Nevada" West on Ne~da to 
Eighth Street" North on Eigllth Street to McKellz1e. 

Starting at l~inth and lvIcKenz1e, thence Ea,3t on !f.cKenzie 
to T\velfth Street, South on Twelfth Street to IllinoiS" thence 
East on IllinoiS to Sierra, thence North on Sierra to Grant, 
Viest on G:'ant to Twelfth Street" South on ~el1"th street to 
McKe::;zie. 

OLIVE AVENUE.: Commencing at the intersection of Fresno and 
Fulton,Streets Northwesterly on Fulton to D1visadero,., 1iiest on 
Div1sadero to Echo, thence North on Echo to Be~ont" West on 
Belmont to. Ferger, thence North on Ferger to Olive" thence ~'est 
on Olive to Fruit, North on Fru~t to west Floradora" East on 
West Floradora to Arthur, South on Arthur to Olive and back 
to point o~ beginning and thence: 

Regular Service; Southeasterly on Fulton to Kern Street" 
thence.·,I.'Ilortb.easterly on Kern street to Van l~ess." thence Soutb
easterly on Van Ness to Inyo" thence Southwesterly on Inyo 
to FUlton" thence Northwesterly on Fulton to Fresno Street. 
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6. 

7. 

s. 

9· 

1. 

2. 

;. 

90-day Trial Service: Southwesterly on Fresno to HDD 
Street, ·thence·Northwesterly on ~Dn Street to El Dorado, . 
thence Soutnwesterly on El Dorado to Trinity, thence South 
on Trinity to "e" Street, the~ce Southeasterly on "C tt Street 
to Sacrs.mento Stree.t, thence Northeasterly on Sacramento to 
"Drt Street, thence Southeas.terly on !fDtf St~eet to presno street" 
tu~ce Northeasterly on Fr~sno street to Fulton Street. 

flARVEX AVENUE: Sts.rt1l:lS a'; Fresno and Fulton> thence East on 
Fresno . Street to Fresno Av'~nue" North on Fresno Avenue to 
BeJJnont 1 East on Bebont tQ Millbrook, thence No:-tb. on Mill
brook to Harvey, thence Se~t on Earvey to First Street, thence 
South on Fir3t street to ~~lmQnv, 

l!A'li$LWOOD: Sta.rting at F:'~3::l0 a.nd Ful.ton, thence South on 
FUlton-to HAmilton, East on Ram11ton to Third Street, thence 
North on Third Street to B~tler, ~$t on Butler to E1sath 
Stroot, North on Z~gnth Street to Lowo, thenco We~t on Lowe 
to ~bird Street, South on Thi~d St~ee: to Butler. 

~T FRESNO: Start1ng at l·'ro.$no and E'uJ..ton Stroet, t.b.enco 
East'on-Fresno street to ~~esno A~~ue, North on Fresno Avenue 
to Hedges, thenc e West on J3:edge:s t;o Tb.esta, South on The$ta· 
to Hal'r:mond, East on Ba.::::noIlcl to Fresno. 

ViEST FRESNO: Starting at 'Che intersect10n of Premo and. 
~ton·St~eets, thence Southwesterly on Fresno Street to Jone~ 
street, thaoce Southeasterl~' on Jones Street to California 
Avenue, thence East on California Avenue to ventura. Avenue" 
thence Northea.sterly on Ventura Avenue to "e" Street, thence 
Soutb.easterly On "e" Street to California Avenue; thence East 
on Cali fornia Avenue to a:c.d arou:o.d a loop arou:c.d. the block 
bounded by Califor:1a, Kirk, Lorena and. Lilly Avenues, and 
th6Ilce returr~ng by same route to point of beg1nn1ng. 

Between the intersection of Ho~e Avenue and Blaekstone Avenue, 
and. the intersection of Wisho:l Avenue and ..... ·oldon Avenue, via. 
Blackstone Avenue and. 7ieldon Avenu.e. 

Between the intersection o£ ~eldo~~ Avenue aDd Van Ness Boule
vard., and the intersection of ~cKinley Avenue a.IXl Wishon 
Avenue, vis. Echo Avenue and ?ll:cKil?ley Avenue. 

Between the intersection of Olive A.venuo arld FrUit Avenue, SJ:.d 
the intersection of North Fulton Street and Belmont Avenue" 
via. Olive Avenue, 'uest Avenue and Eelmont Ave::.ue~ and thence 
to the ere~tory. 

On H~ond Avenue be~ween Thesta Avenue and Blackstone Avenue. 

On Olive Avenue between Blackstone Avenue and Ferger Avenue. 
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TRIAL SERVICE 

Service for 9Q-day Tr1~1 ?er19d: From the intersection 
ot Fresno-and·Fulton,Streetssouthwesterly on Fre~o to "D" 
Street, thence No!'thwesterly on UD" Street to El Dorado,..thence 
Southwesterly on El Dorado to TrL~ty, ~ence South on Trinity 
to nC" Stroet, thence Southeasterly on "C tl Street to Sacramento 
Street, thence Northea.sterly OD. Sacra:uento to ":Dn street, thence 
Southeasterly on tiD" Street to Fresno Street, thence North
easterly on Fresno S'creet to FUlton Street. 

1. 

2. 

;. 
1, ..,.. 

,. 
o. 

7· 

8. 

10. 

DISCQNTI~1JANCE OF SERVICE 

Street~ 1'rom wbich present motor-coach route's 
will be diverted on proposed re-rout1ng. 

From the intersectio:o. ot Olivo Ave.'"lue an:. Roosevelt Avenue,. 
South on Roosevelt Avenue to ~dley Av~ue,. thence West on 
Dudl~y Avenue to EArrison Avenue, thence North ~n Harrison 
to 011 ve A Ve:l:ue. 

~O:::::l the intersection on Ol1V{' Avenue and Palm Avenue, North 
on ?a~ to McK1~ej Avenue, thence ~est on ~cKinley Avenue to 
EArri30n Avenue, thence South on Earri50n to west Sedges Street, 
th~nce west on West Hedges to Fruit Av~~~e. 

Vagedes AV~'"lue between Olive Avenue and ~est Eedges. 

s~ Pablo Aven~o oetween Floradora Avenue and Eome Street • 

From the inteJ:":'.ioetion of East Tillare Street and Orchard 
Street, North on Ore:b.9.rd to !l1eKenzio Avenue, thence East on 
McKenzie to No::-th F1r:t Stroet. 

FrO.:l the 1nter$ection ot Fulton Street a.nd Cherry Avenue 
South on Cher~y Avenue to Califo~1a Avenue, thence west on 
Calitor.o.ia to Rose Avenue, thenee South on Rose Av~ue to 
Belgr:lvia Ave::.ue, thence 71est on. Belgravia Ave.'"lue to Lilly 
Avonue, thenc~ North on Lilly Avenue to Lorena Avenue. 

From the intersection of Fulton and ~~~e Streets South-
.... esterly ctn Tulare Street to "1"" Street, thence South
eo.sterly on "pIT Street to ventura Avenue, thence "'~e3terly 
on Vent~a .Ilvo:Lue to TTC TT Street. 

Prom the intersection of Ventura and Mayor Avenues South
easterly on Mayor Avenue to Calitor:c.ia Avenue, thence Es.$t 
on Calltor::lia Avenue to "C" Street. 

From the intersection of Prezno and Jone~ Avenuo~, SoutA
':'esterly on Fresno St::-eet to Irwin. Avenue, thence North
westerly on Irv/in Avenue to hlerced Street, thence North
easterly on Merced Street to Jones Ave~e, thence South
easterly on Jones Avenue to Fresno Street. 

Barton Avenue between ~~tin3ton Boulevard and Mono Avenue. 
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