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Decision No. ‘>3

BEFORE THE PATIROAD COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Applicetion of SOUTHERN )
PACIFIC COMPANY for an order suthorizing it )
to close 1ts agency at Ward Street, Berkeley, )
Alamoda County, Calliformla, and to discontinue)
the handling of less-thon-curload freight at )
such station. )

Application
No. 22718

!),3 .._\
R. S. MYERS, for Applicant. W

N. D. PRITICEEIT and D. W. DEAN, for Order.of.
Rallroad Tel egraphe“s, Protestants.

FRED C. HUICHINSON and CEESTER C. FISK, for the
City of Berkeley, Protestants.

BY THE COMMISSION:

In thls procecding Southern Pacific Company asks for
suthority to close its agoncy at Ward Street In Berkeley, Alameda
County,and to dlscontinue tho handling of loas-than-csrload frelight
at that locatlion.

A public hoaring was held In this matter before i
Hall on MNonday, July 10, 1939, at Berkeley, at which time the matter
was submlitted upon the filing of briefs. Briefs have now deen
roceived and the matter 1s now ready for determination.

The Ward Street statlion of Southerrn Pdclfic Company I1s
located on the Shattuck Avenue line of the Interurban Electric
Rallway Company near the intersocction of Qregon Street and Shattuck
Avenue Iin Berkeley.

In order for trains of Southornm Pacific.Company to reach
the Ward Street station they usze the tracks of the Imterurban Elec-
tric Rallway Company. This statlion is used only for the receint
and delivexry of freight, both carlosd and less~than-carload freight,
No passengers, express, or telegraph business Ls handled at this

locatlon.




Southern Pacific Compony also maintains another ageney
station In Berkeley at tho foot of University Avenue (hereinafter
called Borkeley Station) on itc main line, where both frelight and
possenger business Is conducted. The record shows that those two
stations aro about 3-1/2 miles dlstant from each other but both

are located within the corporate limits of Berkeley.

s

It 1s the contention of applicant that there is Tlm: ERN
i

“

sufflclent business conducted at the Ward Street station tor Justify.

4.
4

the maintonance of an zgent and that the agemey at Berkele§:ééééibh‘
can take care of its business in that city. With the removal of

the agent from Ward Street, carload business will continue to be
handled at that location to serve both team tracks and Industry
thereat. All less-than-carload freight dusiness ic »roposed to be
discontinued.

Applicant contends that, from the public stondpoint, by
handling all less-than-carload frelight business at one locatlion,
to wit Zerkeley Statlon, thoy would be betier served in that tho
business would be concentrated at ome locatfion rather than divided
between the two.

It was shown that the ¢ost of mainitaining the Ward Street
agency amounts to about §2,L07 per year, which could be saved by
the closing of that agency, without any offsetting expense.

The following 1s a summatlion of the revenue and business

ahandled at this statlon, 25 shown by Exhidit Koe 1:

Year

Ended Aveorsage

ITEN Bm? ] 3O Pexr Mo,

STATION DATA: | .
Baggage handled - pleces - -
Number of waydbills made - outbound L6 L
Number of freight bI1lls made - inbound 121 10
Western Union Nessages - -

(Continued on next vage)
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Conttd Yoor
Ended Average
ITEN 3=31-39 Per o,

TREIGET RECEIVED AND TORWARDED:

Carloads - cars L;?l st
Carload revenue ~ Localw $7,208 3 60k
Cerload revenue - Interline 822,439 »1,870
Less=-than~-carload revemie - Locals 5 5 5

‘1? 4
Lesc-than-carload revenue - Interline 5 &, $ 510

PASSENGERS AND REVENUE: Nomne

* For the 1tems of local freight revenue, the amounts
shown are one~haelf of the actual revenue in order to
allocate or credit to this station its proportion of
the revemes derived thorefrom.
Tho handling of carload business at Ward Street station
would be dome tarough industrial clerks at elther the Berkeley
tatlon or the 5th and Kirkland Streets station in Qakland, a
practice which has been in effect Zn the East Bay territory and
found satisfactory to both shiprers and receivers of carload freight.
With the abandonmen®t of the agency the less-than-carload
frelgnt which now moves through the Ward Street station would move
through Berkeley Station or by Pacific Motor Transport truck, which
would involve no extra cost to the shipper oxcept In the case of
household goods, and in that case in some parts of Berkeley She
cost might be Increased and in othor parts the cost might be de-
creased, depending upon its location with respect to the two stations.
The grenting of this application was approved by the
Serkeley Charder of Commerce. I% was its opinilon thet the citlzens
of Berkeley could be served az woll by concentrating the less-than-
carload freight ousiness at Zerkeley Station instead of maintaining
both Berkeley Station and the Ward Street station.
The City of Borkeley protested the granting of this appli-~
catlion only on the grounds thot it 4id not wan®t the station building
to be boarded up and be made an eyesore in the comrunity, or have it

used for Industrial purposes as the City is oprosed to any exbtenslon
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of industries 4n that area. In so far as service to the public Is

concorned, the City did not oppose the granting of the application.
The granting of the application was alco opposed Dy the
Brotherhood of Rallroad Telegraphers on the grounds thet the amount
of dusiness transacted at that locatlon did not warrant the dis-
continuancoe of the azency and oxpressed the bellef that ILf the gross
recolpts at o station exceeded the cost ¢f maintenance of the agency,
the service should be continued.
The only other witnesses who opposed the granting of the

spplication were three local draymen In the CLty of Berkeley who
contended thay {he I¢meTad O Uhe °gent at Ward Streev would De

detrimental to the conduct of their business. It oppears Ilrom
their testimony that there is no difference in the cost of drayage
to the actnal shipper or consignee for the nandling of shipments
through Berkeloy Statlon instead of Ward Street, except with respect
to the handling of household goods. The charges to and from the
station are based on g minimum of a 3-mile haul end therelore In
some cases where thc movement 1z within three miles of Vard Strect
1t would e in excess of threo miles to Berkeley Station, and con=-
versely, In other cases the movement would be less thon three miles
o Berkeloy Station and greater than <three miles to Ward Strect
svation.

It Zs to be noted taat no actual shippers or consigneos

of freight appeared oitner in favor of or in protest to tho grant-

ing of this application.

A review of the entire record In this proceeding leads
w3 to the conclusion thet although the gross revenue at Ward Streetb
oxcoeds the cout of melnbaining the agency, the rccord shows that the
rolationshily of statlion expense to the balance of rall operating ex-
pense {s approximately 6.9 ver cent (Exhibit No. 1). Therefore, 4if
the revenuwecs at this locatlion, particularly the less-than-carlozd

revenues, were allocated to the vorious trancportaotion accounts, the
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amount allocatod to statlion expenso would nowhore oqual the cost
of maintalning tho agencye.

" There are two agencles maintained in Berkeley at the
prosent time within about 3-1/2 miles of each other and it appoars
that the cormmunity can be as well served by the ageney ot Berkeley
Station as by malntalning cn ageney at both locations. Ib %5 there-
Tore found as a fact that public convenlence and nocessity do not
Justify the continued maintenance of the cgency at Ward Street and

the application will therofore be granted.
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A public hearing having been held, driefs baving been
filled, and the matter being under cubmission

IT IS EEREBY ORDERED that Southern Pzcific Company 1Ls
guthorizcd to abandon 1ts agency 2t the Ward Streot station in
Sexrkeley, Alameda County; o discontinue the handling of losc
thon-corload frolight et sald statlon; and %o charge 1ts station
records ond tariffs accordingly in conformiby with the mulos of
thic Commiszlon, provided that sald stotion be continued as & non-
agency station for the handiing of carload business, subject, however,

L0 the Lollowing conditions:

(1) Applicent shall give not less than twenty (20)
cays! notice to thc public of sald agency aban-
cdonment by posting notice at said station.

(2) Appllcant shall, within thirty (30) days thero-
after, notily thls Commission, in writing, of tho
abandonment of the facilities authorized horolin
ane of its complicnce with the comditions hermeof.

(3) The authorization herein granted shall lapse and
become vold If not exorcised withain onme (1) year
from the date horeof, unless further time ig
sranted by subsegquent ordere.




The authority heroin granted shall become effective

twonty (20) days from the date hereof.

Dated ot San Francisco, California, this /2 & day
of September, 1939.

Cormmissloners




