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Declision No. e e 3O
BEFORE TEE RAILROAD COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of
SQUTHERN PACIFIC COMNZANY to dliscon-

tinue certain passenger tralins Application No. 22916
operating between San Francisco and
Martinez. ‘
BY TEE COMMISSION:
R. S. NY¥ERS, for Applicant,

EARRY SEE, for Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen and
Brotherhood of Rallroad Telegraphers.

By letter received July 18, 1539, spplicant Southemn

Pacific Compeny notified the Commission of certsalin proposed
changes in passenger traln service to be made effective August

1, 1939, on the VWestern, Sacramento, San Joaguin, and Los Angeles
Divisions, with notices to be posted in accordance witk General
Order No. 27-A.

Conciderable protest on behalf of the public was re~
colived in connection with the coxntemplated curtallment of service
and by letter dated July 26, 1939, applicant amended the proposed
changes in s ervice to become effective Avgust 1, 1939. On August
11, 1939, Application No. 22516 was filed vwith the Commission
requesting authorizatlion for the dliscontlinuance of operation of
trains Nos. 205 and 205 operating between lMartinez and Qskland
Pler with boat connection to San Francisco, and trains Nos. 206
and 282 operating from Oakland =ier to kartinez with boat connec-
tion £ row Sar Francliscoe to Oakland Pler, sald trains operating
daily except Sundays and holidays.

It was slleged by applicant that insufficlient trafflc
was being handled to Justify continued operation.

A pudblic hearing was neld before Examiner Jenkins on




September 6, 1939, in Richmond. Witnesses for applicant sub-
mitted evidence indicating the traffic cost and revenue charac-
torlistics of the trains under conslderation.

Protests were roceived both by petition and Individual
persons in opposition to the proposed discontinuance of passenger
service, generally upon the basis that the patrons now avalling
themselves of that service are predominantily commuters and that
curtallment of the local schedules as proposed would result in
thelr being forced to avail themselves of other modes of less
convenlient transportation. Applicant contended that no serious
hardship would result from the changes proposed Iin that there will
still be avallable througn schedules of Southern Pacific Company
with arrivals and departures approximating very c¢losely tihose of
the existing local trains proposed for discontinuance. I¥ was
further pointed out that there are also avallable motor coach
schedules of Pacific CGreyonound Lines operating betweer the varlous
Bast Bay points involved and San Francisco via the Bay Bridge and
also Transbay motor coackh schedules of Xey System.

Cost studleszs were sutmitted by applicent preparcd on an
annual out~of-pocket bBasls covering operation of the four tralns
iovolved between Oakland Pler and Martirez showing the average
cost per train milo to be 885.50¢. Similarly evidence was sub-

mitted showing the annual revenue derived from the operatlion of

these trains to be only 25.40¢ per train mile. Traffic studles

were submitted by applicant to show the number of revenue passen-
gers handled on these four trains Ifor the period August 9 to 29,
1939, iaclusive (18 days excluding Sundays), to be as follows:




Passenzers
Deztination Total . - Aver.per Davy

Mortinez to San Franclsce 416 23

San Francisco to Martinez 715 4o
Martinez to San Franelsco 989 55

4

Sen Francisco to Mariinez 52 %6
2,772 L5k

Zach of the tralns considered for removal from service
conclsts of a combination gas-electric locomotive ard passenger
car and one trallexr, the seatinz cépacity of the former being 30
passengers and that of the latter 60 passengers, or a c¢ombination
per train of 90. Althougk in most Instances it would be possible
Lo operate these trains without the traller, no rediction counld
be made In crew coct and the overall reduction would fall far
short of bYeing sufficlent to offset the differential between
revenue and out-¢clf-pocket cost now experienced.

Based upon studies submitted, on train No. 205, depart-
ing from Nertinez at ©:10 A.i. destined to San Franciscd,'76% of
The passengers were carried between Richmond and San FPranclsco.
On train No. 20%, departing from lartinez at 5:25 A.M. and des=-
tined to San Francisco, approximately 10% of the passengers were
handled between Richmond and San Francisco, 214 hetween Cpockett
and San Francisco, 16¢ botween Martinez and San Francisco, axnd 153
between Martimez snd Crocketi. On train No. 282, departing from
San Francisco at 4319 P.M. destined to Martiﬁez, 144 were carried
between San franclsco and Crockett, 1% between San Francisco and
Martinez, 197 between Crockett and liartinez, and 12% between
Crockett and Port Costa. On train o. 206, departing from San
Francisco at 5:20 P.li. destined %o Martinez, approximately L4.9%

were carried beiween San Franclsco axnd Rickmond, and 217 between




San Francisco and Crockett.

This Indicates that an appreciable perccntage of the
total passengers handlod travel between Richmond and San Franciscoe.
There 1s avallablec to those passengers Ifrequently scheduled Xey
System motor coack service, motor coach service of Pacific Grey-
adound Lines, and througa trains of applicant.

At the present time applicant affords transportation to
ite patrons utillizing the trains hereln considered for discontinu-
ance at commutation rates of fare wkich on a peor-ride basis 1=
considersdbly less then those rates of fare on other modes of |
tranaportation herein mentioned. The record hereln Zndicatos
that there 135 an insufficliency of patronage of these four trains
o Justily thelr continvance in operation and altkough it is
realized that removal of such zervice will result in inconveniencs
to a number of those persons now utilizing the schedules, the
carrier cannot be expected to continue operations wherein the
revexues derived fall far short of the out-of-pocket costs ine-
curred. Improvexent of other modes of transportation in recent
vears has resulted in a large diversion of patrohs from applicant's
facilities. Construction of the San Franclsco=-Oakland Bay Bridge;
togetaner with vast improvements in the hishway cystem conmecting
that bridge with the areas served dy applicant in tae territory
nereln considered, has provided access between San Franclisco and
thoze areas by both private automodblle and common carrier motor
coach lines at a great reduction in travel tire. As a consequence
pany persons who theretofore utllized facllities of appllicant are
now traveling over the aighways and those patrons wao have chosen

to continue use of the ralls are insufficlent In number to Justify

continuation of that service. It therefore appears from this




record that the application for diceontinuance of service as

reguested be zranted.

RDER

Public hearing having Seén'held and the matter having
been submitted,

IT IS BEREBY ORDERED that Southera Paclific Company is
hereby granted auzhéfity to abandon and discontinue the operation
of tralins Nos. 20% and 205 operated between Martlinez and San
Francisco and trains Nos. 200 and 282 operatod Vetween San
Franclisco and Martinez upon not less than ten (10) days! notice
to the public by posting notlices In sald trains.

Applicant shall within thirty (30) days therealter
n0tify thils Commission in writing of the abandonment of the passen-
gor service authorized hereln and of its complisnce with the con=
ditions hereof. The authorizstion herelin granted shall lapse and
become void if not exercised within ome (1) year from the date
hereof, unless further time iz granted by subsequent order.

The effective date of tals order shall be twenty (20)
days from the date hereof.

Dated at San Franclsco, California, this /9™  day of

il%&ghﬁuéaa__, 1939

Commissioners




