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Decision No. ",~,,,,,~. ~II );) 

BEI-'ORE 'l'BE P..AILROAD COlvlli;ISSIOj,\i OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~~ttep of the Application of ) 
SOUTEER.l.'l PAC!PIC C01i?ANY to discon- ) 
tinue certain passenger trains ) 
operating between san Francisco and ) 
Martinez. ) 

Application No. 22916 

BY TEE C0111IISSIOH: 

R. s. M'YERS~ for Applicant. 

BARRY SEEI for Brotherhood ot ~lroad Trainmen and 
Bro~erhood ot Railroad Telegraphers. 

OPINION' --------
By letter received July 18, 1"9,, applicant Southern 

Pacific Com~any no~itied the Commission of certa1n proposed 

changes in passenger tr~in servlce to be made effective A~t 

1, 1939, on the ~e3tern, Sacramento, San Joaquin" and Los Angeles 

Divisions l with notices to be posted in accordance vdth General 

Order No. 27-A. 

Considerable protest on behalf of the pub11c was re­

ceived in connection with the contemplctee curtailment of service 

and by letter dnted July 26, 19;9~ applicant amended the proposed 

changes in service to become ef:tecti ve A1!gust 1" 19;9. On August 

11, 1939, Application No. 22916 was filec. with the Conm:.issim:. 

reque:ting autho~iz~tlo~ for the disco~tinuance 01' operatio:~ of 

trains Nos. 203 and 205 operating between Msrtinez and Oakland 

?1er wi tb. boat connection to San FranciSCO" and trains Nos. 2.06 

and 282 operating from Oakland :t'1er to ltiar'ti::.ez with boat connee-

t10n f ro:c. San Franc 1 sco to Oakland Pier ~ said tr~1ns operating 

daily except Sundays and holidays. 

It w9.salleged by applicant that insufficient tx'afi'ic 

was being handled to justity continued operation. 

A publie hearing wa.s held be!o::'e Examiner Jenkins on 



Septe~er 6, 1939, in Richmond. Witnesses tor app11cant sub­

mi tted evidence indicating the tra.ffic cost and. revenue c·harac­

ter1st1cs of the trains und~r considcr~t1on. 

Protests were received both by petit10n and individual 

person~ in opposition to the proposed discont1nuance of passenger 

service, generally upon tae basis that ~he patronz now availing 

themselves of that service are predominantly cottmluters and that 

curta.ilment of the local schedules as proposed wo'Uld. result 1n 

their be1ng .forced to a vail themselves of other :::lodes of less 

convenient transportation. Applicant contended that no s,eriou8 

hardship would result from the c:c.snges proposed in tb.at tllere Will 

still 'be available through schedules 01' Southern Pacif1c Company 

with arrivals and depa.rture s approx:i.::na ting very closely those of 

the existing local trains proposed tor d1sco:c.tinuance. 11; was 

t-.J.rther poin"t;ed out toot there are also available motor cc>ach 

schedule s of Pacific Greyhound Lines operating 'between thel variou3 

East Ba.y pOints involved and San ?ranc i5CO via the Bay Bri,dge nnd 

also Transbay motor coach schedules of Key System. 

Cost studies were su'bm.1 tted by appl1cc.nt preparc:d on an 

annual out-of-pocket 'basis cove~ng operation or the four trains 

1nvol vee. between Oa1<:land Pier and Martinez showins the average 

cost per train milo to be 86.soi. Similarly evidence was .s~­

~tted showing the annual revenue der1ved fro: the operation or 

these tra1ns to be only 25.46t per train mile. Traffic studies 

were submitted by applicant to show the number or revenue passen­

gers handled ~n these tour trains for the period August 9 to 29~ 

1939, 1nclu~1ve (18 dAy~ excluding S~~days), to 'be as follows: 
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'l'rtlin 
No. 

Total 

Deztin3.t1on 

MArtinoz to S&n Franc1~co 

San Fra.."'lci,sco to Martinez 

¥~t1nez to s~~ Pr~c!sco 

San Francis co to Martinez 

Passen:::;ers 
Total ,Aver. per PgI 

... 

416 
715 
989 

652 

2~772 

55 
~ 

154 
Each of the t:::'ains considered 1'0:::' :::'e!:loval from service 

consists of a combination gas-electric locomotive and passenger 

cor and one trailer, the zeatin,:; capaci ty of the former being 30 

passengers ~"'ld that of the latter 60 passengo:::'s, 0:::' a combination 

per train of 90. Although in ~st inst~"'lces it would be possible 

to operate these trains wi thout the trailer, no :'6cUctio:c. could 

be made in c:::'ew cozt and the overall reduction would l'a.ll ~ar 

,short of being sufficient to offset the differential between 

revenue and out-or-pocket cost now experienced. 

Based upon studies submitted, on train No. 205, depart-

1~ from Martinez at 6:10 A.~. destined to s~ Franc1zco,'76~ or 

the passengcrs were carried between Richmond and San Francisco. 

On train No. 20;., dcpa:::'ting frotl l'liarti:l.ez at 6:25 A.M. a:.d des­

tined to San F:'!lncisCo, appro.ximately lO/o of the passengers were 

handled between Ricbmond and San Francisco, 21~ between Crockett 

and San Franc1sco~ 16% bot~een Mart~nez and San Franci~co, and 15% 
betwee::l !.i3l"tinez a.nd Crockett. On train ~J'o. 282, depart~ng !ro:n 

San Pra."lcisco at ~:15 P.j;;'. destlned to ¥k~:::'ti:l.ez~ 4fo were carried 

between. Sa."'l F!'$.."lc1sco and Crockett, 14:~ between San Fr3llcisco and 

Martinez, 19~ between Crockett ~~d 1~rt1nez, a~ 12% between 

C::-ockett and Port Co~t:l. On train ~~o. 206, departing from San 

Fra.nci~co at 5:20 ?!Ii. d.estined to l.0lrtinez, approximately 49% 
were carried bet.,.;een Ss..."'l F:'anci:<:co !).nc1. R1cb:nond~ o.nd 2l% between 
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San Francisco o..'"ld C::-oclcet t. 

This 1ndicates that an a~preciable percentsge of tne 

total pas3e~ers bandlod travel between R1c~ond and San Francisco. 

There is available to those passengers :re~uently scheduled Key 

System :otor coach ~ervice~ motor coach service of Pacific Grey-

hound LL'"les~ znd through trains of applic~t. 

At the present t~e applicant affords tr~sportation to 

its patrons utilizing the trains herein considered for discontinu-

s...'"lce l1t commutRtion ra.tes o£ f:tJ.re whi.cb. on a per-=-lde ba.:Jl s 1.:J 

considerably less than t:cse rates of fare on other modes of 
tranQPortat1on horein mentioned. l~e record here~ ~ndicate~ 

tnat there 1$ a.."'l inautficiency o!' pa t:.-:-onage of these four t:::-s!.n::l 

to justify their continu~'"lce in operation ~'"ld although it is 

realized that re~oval ot such service ~~11 re$ult in 1nconvenlence 

to a number of those persons now ut1lizing the schedules~ the 

carrier c~ot ~e expected to continue operations where1n the 

revenues derived tall fa: short of the out-of-poeket costs 1:0.-

curred. Improv~ent of other ~odes of tran~portation 1n recent 

years ha;, resulted in a large 6.1version of patron:s from applicant's 

fac~lities. Oon3tr~ction of the S~~ Pr~~c1sco-O~land Bay Bridge~ 

toget:aer w1 th vast improvements in the hiGhway cyste:n connecting 

that bridge With the areas se:::-vod by appl~eant in t:ae territory 

herein considered, bas provided access between San Francisco and 

those areas by both priv~te automobile ~d co~on carrier motor 

coach lines at 0. great reduction i~ travel t~e. As a consequence 

:many persons who theretofore utilized facilities of applicant are 

now traveling over the highways and those patrons who have chosen 

to continue ~e of the rails are insufficient in number to j~stify 

cont1nuation o! that service. It therefore appears from this 

\ 
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• 
record that the application for dicconti~uance of service as 

requested be granted. 

Pub11c hearing having been held and the matter having 

been subm.1tted l 

IT IS HEREBY OP.DE.."mD that Southern P'acific Company is 

hereby granted authority to abandon and discontinue the operation 

ot t::,a.:tn~ H03. 20, and 205 operated between l'Ila.:'t1nez and San 

Francisco and trains Nos. 200 and 282 operated ~etween San 

Francisco and Martinez upon not less than ten (10) days! notice 

to the public by posting notices ~ said tra~s. 

Applicant shall within thirty (;0) days thereafter 

notify this Co=mission in writing of the abandoncent of the passen-

gar serv~ce authorized herein and of its compliance with the con­

ditions hereof. The authorizstion herein gr~~ted Shall lapse and 

become vo1d if not exercised within one (1) year fro~ the date 

hereof, unless further time is granted by subsequent order. 

The effective date of th:s order shall be twenty (20) 

days trom the date hereof. 

~Dated at 

, 1939 • 
. ~ .. 

Sa.."'l P:-anc1 seo , California, this /9 ..... day of 


