
Decision No. ------
BEFORE TEE P.A.IL..'i01'1D CO~,r:.'ISSIm; OF ThE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

!.n the Katter of tho Application of SOTJ~R..~ ) 
j;'ACIFIC CQ? .. !P.it.NY" first" tor permission to dis- ; 
continue the o~erat1on or pas~eneer tr~ins ) 
Nos. 345 and ,46, operntinz bet't"lcon Bo.kc:'stield ) 
~nd Presno" vi~ Portorville, and second, to ) 
discontinue all regular passenger serviC0 betweon) 
P~.moss. o.nd Porterville a.."ld betwoen E..xeter s..nd ) 
l<'1rosno; via. D1nubo.. ) 

Application 
~o. 22781 

SI-::ERRIL1 H.:mBERT" for Cit.ies of Sanger, D1r:ubll, Exeter, 
L1ndzo.y, Porterville" Terra Bello., Stro.t~ore, Ducor, 

ProtestSonts 

~:~~y SEE, tor Brotherhood of Railroad Tra~=men, Brother­
hood of Loco~ot1ve Engineers, and the Order of Railroad 
Telegraphers" Protest~~ts. 

A. c. GILLI~!D" for Ivanhoe C~ber of Co~erce, 
In te:'o 3 to d Part~r. 

In this proceedi~s Southe~ Pacific Comp~ny requests 

(a) pcr~ission to discontinue the operation of passenzer tro.1ns 

Kos. ,l~5 a."'ld 3L~6 opo::'ating be't'::een Bal-:e::'sfield a:ld Fresno via 

?orte~v111e" o.nd (b) to discont1r.ue all ::'ogular passonger service 

between Fcunosa and Po::'terv!.lle~ and between Exeter and ?resno, vis. 

Dinuba. 

Public hear1~gs were hold in this matter before ~~~er 

Eall in Porterville on August 9th and August 17th~ 1939~ on which 

latter date the ~tter was ~~b=ittod tor determination. 

Southern Pacific Co:pany now operates train No. 346 fror. 

Fresno to B:l}.:ersfield vic. Dinuba .. Exeter" and Porte::-vl11e, le:lvJ.:lg 

Fresno at 7:15 p.m. ~d c.rrivinS o.t Bnkers~ield c.t 11:05 p.~ ~ 



• 
the oPPosite direction train !ro. ;45 leaves Eake:'sfield c.t 6 :30 a.m., 

ope:'at1ng via Po:'terville, Exeter, sod Dicuba to Fresno, arriv~g 

at tho latter ~o1nt at 10:20 e.~. 'l'hese two trains serve mo.zt of 

the towns o~ the east side of tho Sao Joaquin Valley in Tulare and 

A~~11cant contends t~t the amount ot business handled ... 
by the::c tv:o trains does not wc..::-rant their continued operation and 

thAt there are otho:' co~on carriers in the field which would pro-

vide this service. 

It is shown by E711ibito ~oe. 1 and 2 presented by app11-

c~t that the ostir.~ted annual coet of ope:'at1ng this sc:,v1ce amounts 

to :;;:; 5,,826, whereas the total :::-evenues from tho operation of' those 

tr.o passeogor trains o.~ount to ~~2,832, leaving a defic1t of' about 

:,~1;,000 (Sec Appendix ttAtt atto.chcc. hereto). 

It will be noted troIn Exhibit 2 tMt of the total revonue 

~~13 ,600 13 dor1 ved fro!!:. the co..rriagc of :nn.il, or about 60 pe:::- coot. 

App11c~t alleges t~t tho ~o.1l 10 that territory can be handled. by 

Star routes UDQer contract with the Post Office department and thnt 

there nro services o! various co~on carrior stages in the te~~1tory 

which can amply take care of the pnssenge:' revenue. 

It is p:oo!,osed to have the e,::press matte~ handled tb:"ough 

thic ter!"1tory by the re:n.o.in1ns t!"ain se:,v1ce and by Pacific Motor 

Tranoport truclt. The detailed :nethod of proposed Modling o~ 

Expreos is sho~m or. E7llibit No. 5 which :prov1des t~~t E'~res3 f~om 

and to Sangerl Ivanhoe" Ter~a Bella, and Ducor would be hAndled by 

Pacific ti.otor Tro.ns:port truck ::ervice; the Express serv1ce to Dinub$. 

-r.ould be handled by Sa.."'lta ?c tra.ins Nos. ;0 and. 25, end in add1t1oo 

by Pacific !.iotor Transport t:,ouck; ~d Exeter, Linds~y, Stratbmo!'e" 

o.nd PorterVille would. contir.l1le to have Express service by trains 

~ros. 57 and 58. 
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Thero are ~ome carload ship~ents of per1~hable Expre~s 

wbich, 0: cou::'so, could :'lot be handled by Pa.cii'ic Motor Trll!)sport 

truck. A~p11cant showed that theze carload shipments could be 

handled either by po.::!:cngcr trains Hos. 57 and 58 or by tho locc.l 

froi ht t .. ~~'_'n t~~Oi . ~~At ~ .~ 6 ~ ~~ Qgn ~.~ ~er~l~ory to make connection with pas-

~on50r tr~1n$ at eithe~ Froono or B~ke~stield • 
... 

applicazion WA$ opposod by praetically 

all of the communities now beinS ~erved. :t w~s thei::' contontion 

that tho continued operation of these trains was necessary primarily 

tor the carriage of ~il during tho shipping seasons an~ thnt late 

even1ns mail service 'wc.s ve~y i:nportant fo~ these shippe:"s to get 

under w~y the shippinS docUIl'!cnts ro~ thn. t dnyt s work. !i'urthermore .. 

it was'::oontended by the co~pla1nants that Southern ?ac1:t1c COmpDIlY, 

1n~teud of asking tor discontinuance of these trains, should provide 

an ~proved ~d expeditod passenger service over this route which 

~ould, in their opin~on, gr0~tly =t~l~te patronage, thu= bUild~S 

up revenues; also thnt these train: should make better con~ect1o~s 

at both Eaxe:-st"ield and Fresno v:ith t:-ains .from and. to San Francicco 

and Los Angeles. It was their b01ie~, on account of the fact that 

tho ter=-i tor:" V/C.S gro'I'l~.~.31 tl'.Jlt a grO:l.ter 2'ercentc.ge of the popula.-

tion would be induced to travel by rsil, p::'ov1ded a t~st ~odorn 

operation was ~ut into effect, such as is noT. beL~g performed by 

trains tIos. 51 and 52 oetv:een Son ?Nmcisco and Los Angeles via Tu.laro. 

A groat doal of strosc was placed upon tho 1zportance ot 

setting the ~il in ~~d out of t~t territory and it cppesrs i'rom 

tho rocord that tho discont~nu~ce of ~~11 service on these tra1:s 

is the ~ost disturbing to these co~1t1es. 

A :-cviev: of the record OhOi':S that the vo.rious cities and 

tovros in this ~rea are ser7ed 07 tho Santa :e Railway Company and 

Santa Fe Tranzportation Compsny~ Southern Pacific Company, Q:-ange 

Bolt Stagos, Pacific Greyhound L1r.oc, and ;~chor Stages. Although 
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r.one o! these v~~1ous se~v1ces ope~ate over the exnct routes of 

tra1n~ Noc. 345 and 346~ they do corve those. various communities 

and make rea~on~blc connections ~t either Fresno, Tulare, licn~ord~ 

or Corcoran with trains of Southern P~cific Co~p~ny, The Atch1so~~ 

Topeka ~d S~ta Fe R~lway Comp~ny, and busses of Pacific Greyhound 

L~es ~ning betwoOD Son Fr~~c1cco and Loc Angeles (Soo Append1x 

nBtt attc.ched hereto). 

L~ the event this application is g~anted, it is be11eved 

the Post Office department w~ll cooperate with the varioue co~itie3 

in orde~ to continue reasonable ~il cerVice 1n snd o~t of tho ter-

ritory. 

Fro~ the record L~ this proccedin3 it is cle~ that the 

revenue dor1v~d trom the oporation of those two passenger trainz does 

not in a.""Y' way co:npensc.te the carl:'icr for the c~en3e of operation. 

A fact expodited tr~~ service could not be operated over 

on track i~provoment. Fast trains could not be opernted with uny 

degree of safety without thic track being brought ~p to proper fast 

rur~1no standards, the cost of which could not be justified tro~ 

the proo~b1e revenue expected. 

A. review of tho record. 1= this procoeding leo-de us to tho 

conclu:J10rl that pu.blic cO!:)''ironience and. neccco1ty do not rcqui:'c tho 

continued o:9orat1on o~ thc::;e two tr:l~~e U!ld the~erorc tho a.pplicat~on 

',':111 bo granted. 

O 'ODE':;) 
-.:.!--.;,; 

?~blic hC:lr:i.ngs hsv1ns been hele. $rod the matter being. 

under submission 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED th:lt Southc:'n Pacific Company is 
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tluthor1zcd.: 

!. To d1:co~t1nuo tho oporation o~ passenger trai~~ 

Kos. 345 and 346 oporG.tin.~ botweon Bo.l<:or.:::t'1cld and Fro:mo, via. 

Po:-t"rvl11e, a.nd 

II. To discontinu~ all rcgulur passe~ger service between 

Frunos$. !?.nd Portervillo 7 ane. between E.."tcter and Pro:no, v!.s. Dinuba." 

su.bject, hovrevcr, to the following conditions: 

(:1) 

(2) 

Applicant shall give ~ot les~ than ten (10) 
d~ys' notice to tho public ot said passenger 
train ab~ndonment by ~ost1ng notiees at all 
Ilgency.sta.t1a:m and 1....,. the trair.s involved. 

Applicant shall, within thirty (;0) da.yz there­
after, notify thi= Cocmisslon, 1n ~r1t~g" of 
tho abSDdon~e~t of tho passcnger service herein 
authorized to be a.bandoned ~d of its co~11anco 
with the conditions hereof. 

The ~uthorlzutlo~ hc~oin granted ohall lapse 
and boco:oe void if not exercised \'11 thi:l one (1) 
year from tho da.te hereof, unless further time 
be er~~ted by subso~ent order. 

Tne effoetive cute ot this order shall be twenty (20) 

days !ro~ the dnto ~r00!_ 

De,ted at ~t" ~~Ol Col1fornia., tr..is __ %,."..-__ c:.c... __ 

dny 0: S0pte~ber, 1939-
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(E~-1rBIT NO.1) 

SOC1'liE.!!':N PACIFIC C~AI."cr - PACIFIC LINES 

DIRECX 1'P..An' COST PEP. k~rcI!: A?PLICABLE 1'0 OPZRAXION OF PASSE:NCZR XRAD~ NOS. 345 
nnti ;46. BET'JEEN B.AXE:RSPnI.D ~1'I) ?RE:SNO. C.A.UFOPJ.."IA. VIA PORTERVILLE. 

Number of d~ 
Train lIl11e s 

MOtOR 
. (a.) . 

SERVICE 
sfEllli. . tom .... 
.(~. .(e) . 

_________ ~ ___ .... 1Z'7 ___ ... _. _ ___...-...-.... ___ 

Out-ct-Pook(lt Co~u r 
Wages: l'ra.1:cmcm . e:cti ~nemen 
Fuel • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
l!otor etu:' aM/or loeo:o.oti ve repairc 
EIlb'.t.nohouso oxp0ll80 end trD.in 

supplio5 4nd ~~on3e~ • • • • • • • • • 
l!otor Car end/or locomotivo :;upp11os 
Puzsonser train enrs - Ropairs 
Southorn Po.ci1'ie COIlti'e.:cIY proportion of 
Rail~ Expre3~ me~=enser servico • • • 

Taxos: Soc1al S<>c'U:'1ty 'O'nemp1oy:nont a:c.d. 
Railroad Ret.i%'e:ccnt .Acts • • • '" 

Xotal above OO$t 

$16.076 
3.498 
7.038 

1.217 
477 

1.702 

1.386 

924 

$32.318 

$1.1l31 $17.507 
617 4.115 
703 7.741 

189 1.406 
156 633 
234 1.9~ 

96 1.1£2 

82 1£006 
• • • • • • • • • I • ~ ~ ~ ;> I • • • 

$3,508 $35,826 

Co:,;t por tro.i:n lIl110 37·981 59.901 39.391 

•. , <. , , , .. • • • .. • ~ • • ~ • • • • • • I> • , 

Rb'VLN'OE P::!R ARN'Ol! ASSOCIA..."'ED \'n:XE: o~ca O~ P.ASS:E:l\rciER :r:.R.AINS NOS. 345 
and. ;46, B~ Bm:RSFri'....!J) A11D F~rO .. C.AI.IPORNIA .. VIA PORXERVIttE. 

Gross Revenue, allocated to Trains Nos. 245 ond 246: 
(EXEI3IT XO. 2) 

Po..:!:Olle;er • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • $ 5.854 
!!ail. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • l3,6oo 
Expro:;~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3,200 
Mille and Crea:c.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1! 

Toto.1 Revonue. • • • • • • $22,732 

Trein Milos • • • • • • •• 90.958 

Revenue por tre.i:c. mile ••••••••••• 24..99 oeZltIS 

----- . ., .. - ... ------
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Paoifio Greyho\Q1d t (156) 

__ Lines ,- M 

.1?.e}~":... .... -.....•... 

.?3.oP U.IOA 

6.3}P 12.l}P 

8'rA 5115P 2100P lllOOA 8.00A 

SI50P 2.5QP 11135A 8,351. 

6.57A 

6.L>51> 12.~ 9,10A 

5.50P 1130P 10.551. 

S.20P 10.25A 
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PRESKlfl' PASSf110ER SERVICE 
IN Tl:tE T'UffiITCQY INVoLWD III mtmX'l'IOlI NO. 22781 _______ ""-________ -- I. 
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Dinuba 
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liOTE. -},)lort;h Dinuba 
t;:!cnnoots with A.T.&: S.F.R'f.CO.-l.!aln Line, 


